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Dare to Be Different
By G. B. Williamson*

Sh a l l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r  be relevant or different? As a matter 
of fact, he is not relevant to the world in any redemptive role 

if he is not different. He does not need to be a recluse or a pale-faced 
ascetic. He does not need to be a pharisaical legalist. But he certain­
ly cannot be a slave to his own desires, a captive of his carnal 
ambitions, a hireling to those who offer prestige and profit, or a 
chameleon who can change color according to his current environment 
or company. His conscience and conduct are guided by the changeless 
ideals of the Ten Commandments as given by God to Moses and the 
Sermon on the Mount delivered by Jesus Christ. He accepts no such 
cliches as “ situation ethics” or “ the new morality,” which is indeed 
“the old immorality.” He has abiding convictions drawn from the 
clear teachings of God’s Word. His soul is not for sale to the highest 
bidder.

There can be no argument against the proclaimer of Christ’s gos­
pel being different from the world in the Christlikeness of his charac­
ter. He knows no disposition to a physical likeness such as long hair, 
a beard, a robe reaching to his ankles, or sandals on his feet. But he 
does with passionate eagerness long for likeness to Christ in mind 
and spirit.

The minister of Christ yearns to be the personification of the gos­
pel he preaches. This is no less than the strong desire that in him 
the Word shall again become flesh. In his Song of Ascents, Stanley 
Jones has written, “ The Word must become flesh. Now we know 
what God is like: He is Christlike. And we know what man can be 
like: He can be Christlike. Jesus Christ is God’s self-revelation.” 
This is the image the world waits to see in the man who declares 
that “ if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.”

This representative of Christ can be like his Lord in the clear, 
clean simplicity of his life. He can be Christlike in his humility. Jesus 
was in the form of God, but He thought equality with God was not 
something to be grasped. He was not concerned with a position of 
power. He emptied himself of His glory. Let the minister be con­
cerned enough with sharing Christ’s redemptive work to surrender all 
and reach for nothing for self-exaltation. Let him have no concern for 
self-protection or personal security. Let him have a Calvary compas­
sion for sorrowing, sinning humanity. Let him fix no boundary to his 
selfless dedication to a ministry of reconciliation of man to God. Let 
him pray, “ Lord, teach me how to be a ‘living sacrifice.’ ” To live a 
Christlike life takes unfaltering faith in God and a dauntless courage 
to be as Christ was when “ he stedfastly set his face to go to Jeru­
salem.”

(Continued on page 14)
♦General superintendent emeritus, Colorado Springs, Colo.



■Fmw. tVk- -} e  d  I t  o  r

Some Random Thoughts on Christian Education

W'e  d a r e  n o t  blur the lines between liberal religious education and 
Christian religious education. If we are not careful we will offer 

lip service to the latter while swallowing whole the educational theory 
and methods of the former.

We need only to glance at the contrasting presuppositions to see 
how deep and wide is the chasm between them. The major presup­
position of liberal religious education is that human nature is basically 
normal, for most people, but needs to be directed and improved. The 
presupposition of Christian education is that human nature without 
grace is universally abnormal and needs first to be transformed before 
it can be adequately improved. The assumption of liberal religious 
education is that inherently the normal child has within him an ade­
quate affinity for religious nurture, and should never know himself 
other than as a Christian. On the other hand, Christian education 
insists that at some point there must be a conscious acceptance of the 
Lord Jesus as Savior and a divine change called the “ new birth.” 
Prior to this great change the primary function of religious education 
is to prepare for it and lead to it; after it, the function of religious 
education is to foster spiritual growth.

Liberal religious education is essentially humanistic; Christian 
education is essentially super naturalistic. Up to a point both utilize 
the same laws of learning in their methodology, and the same environ­
mental tools; but Christian religious education makes no attempt to 
equate its effects with the divine work of regeneration; nor does it 
suppose that its efforts can either accomplish regeneration or substi­
tute for it if only prosecuted with sufficient skill. It makes no attempt 
to work alone, but seeks to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in maxi­
mizing in each person the full potential which has been put within 
his reach by divine grace.

It seems obvious, therefore, that if educational theory is to be 
Christian, it must be shaped by both the doctrine of original sin and 
the doctrine of grace. In many ways can the bearing of inherited sin­
fulness on the educational process be seen.

For one thing, this biblical perspective brings a new dimension 
of understanding respecting human behavior. The one who assumes 
that original sin is a significant factor in human behavior will not be 
puzzled or surprised at the irrationality which often characterizes it. 
Moreover, he will better understand the impediments to the learning
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and growing process. For many of the so-called “mental blocks” 
and “ emotional problems” which arrest development are inexplicable 
on the Pelagian assumption that the child or adult is normal, therefore 
should react in reasonable and predictable ways. For instance, liberal 
educators habitually trace emotional problems and moral delinquency 
to defects in the environment— such as poverty, alcoholism, broken 
homes, and minority injustices. When the same problems are found 
repeatedly in youth from homes which are free from poverty, which 
are orderly, accepted, and with strong and stable personal ties, the 
liberal is puzzled; but the Christian, whose view of human nature is 
biblical, understands.

Also the fact of depravity imposes limits on the educational pro­
cess in achieving maturity and inner fitness. Education can go only 
so far in developing character which is socially reliable. This suggests 
that educational theory should frankly recognize the limits of educa­
tion, as such. At least a modest dose of humility is in order.

Finally, the doctrine of original sin requires that at the heart of 
educational theory there be a counterbalancing doctrine of sanctifica­
tion; indeed, this must be a cornerstone.

Acknowledgment of the fact of original sin will also shape educa­
tional methods.

1. Discipline becomes an integral and logical necessity, as a 
means of combating imbred obstinacy on the one hand, and harness­
ing natural drives and energies on the other. This is why the child 
cannot be left to his own desires or decisions at all times and in all 
situations, but must be required, for example, to go to school (includ­
ing Sunday school) even when he does not want to, possibly compelled 
to study, or practice his lessons.

2. There must be maximum exposure to the good, the beautiful, 
and the true, with minimum exposure to the evil, ugly, and false. 
This is true because the natural heart is already “ loaded” on the side 
of sin. There is a predispositional tendency towards evil which, when 
the child or youth is overly exposed to it, results, not in revulsion, 
but irresistible attraction. This fact is significant in high school lit­
erature courses, for instance.

3. The methods of repetition and rote learning are seen to have 
an important place in the learning process. Spiritual sluggishness or 
reluctance may prevent immediate benefit from learning situations, 
while the storing of the mind with memorized material may result in 
positive response later, as a delayed reaction. It furthermore provides 
the Holy Spirit a “ handle” to take hold of when the person is alone 
or in a future learning situation structured, not by man, but by God.

4. Because of the incalculable strength of the downward pull in 
fallen human nature, the Christian educator will include a large mea­
sure of dependence on prayer in his total methodology. He will rec­
ognize fully the black and demonic forces standing in the way of the 
educational process. He will, moreover, be aware that the highest 
source of that motivation in the child or youth which he constantly

(Continued on page 14)
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Famous British Preachers on Holiness

By H. K. B e d w e ll*

II. Charles Haddon Spurgeon

Pe r h a p s  n o  o t h e r  preacher made 
such a remarkable impact upon 

his own generation in Britain than 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. He was 
named “ The Prince of Preachers.” 
Fortunately, many of his sermons 
were printed, and among them 
“ Twelve Sermons on Sanctification” 
and “ Twelve Sermons on Holiness.” 
Of course there are numerous ref­
erences to the subject scattered 
throughout all his sermons.

I was born too late to have the 
privilege of hearing Spurgeon preach, 
but in a little secondhand bookshop 
I picked up, for a few pence, two 
ancient copies of his Lectures to My 
Students. Incidentally, every young 
preacher ought to read these two 
books. They are invaluable in their 
homiletical teaching. 'When I got 
home, I discovered that these two 
old volumes had been autographed on 
the flyleaf by none other than Mrs. 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon! Naturally 
I decline to part with them!

Spurgeon was unashamedly a Cal­
vinist. He loved to have a good-hu­
mored tilt at the Arminians, but he 
was not averse to preaching fairly 
often in Methodist churches. He was

*Nazarene missionary, South Africa.
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very strongly rmfi-antinomian, as you 
will see in the following quotations 
from his sermons. Spurgeon was es­
sentially a Bible expositor, and he 
was not afraid to proclaim his views 
on holiness. Listen to these declara­
tions:

“ Salvation in sin is not possible, 
always it must be salvation from  sin.” 

“ Grace and holiness are as insep­
arable as light and heat in the sun.” 

“ Let your main and chief thought 
be, now that you are saved, to get rid 
of sin. Let the master powers of your 
soul be called into this purging work, 
and ask the Master to help you. Doth 
He not sit as the refiner to purify the 
sons of Levi? ‘Search me, O God, 
try me and know my ways. Thine 
eyes can see what I cannot.’ May the 
great refiner put forth from us every 
crumb of the old leaven of our natural 
corruption.”

“Until the Holy Spirit has cut up 
the last root of sin, evil will grow up 
again in the heart.”

“ The fellowship of heaven is not 
enjoyed where the leaven of hell is 
endured.”

“When I see Calvary I believe ev­
erything is possible. If Jesus can blot 
out sin, His Spirit can subdue it. The 
holy peace created in the soul by 
feeding upon Christ nerves the spirit
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for conflict with sin. We will over­
come it, we will drive out the Ca- 
naanites which defile our soul, we 
will be pure, we will be perfect, for 
greater is He that is with us than all 
that be against us.”

Because Spurgeon was so commit­
ted to Bible preaching, his earnest 
spirit sometimes went beyond the 
bounds of his Calvinistic theology. 
He longed for his people to be holy. 
Hear the burden of his heart as he 
cried passionately to his flock:

“ I fear that we shall not enjoy the 
blessings we have had as a church 
unless there is more jealousy for hol­
iness among us.” Gently and earn­
estly he goes on: “ Keep your heart 
tender before God, ready to be moved 
by the faintest breath of His Spirit. 
Ask to be like sensitive plants that 
you may shrivel up at the touch of 
sin, and only open out in the presence 
of your Lord and Master.”

While Spurgeon held strongly to 
the belief that we can never be free 
from the sinful nature in this life, yet 
when he gets down to expounding 
the Scriptures he seemingly contra­
dicts himself. Regarding bad temper 
he said. “ Do not say, ‘Christ has 
sanctified me so far; but you see I 
have a bad temper naturally, and you 
cannot expect it to be removed.’ Dear 
brother, do not make provision for 
thus sheltering and sparing one of 
your soul’s enemies.”

In his doctrine of the final perse- 
verence of the saints (commonly 
called today “ eternal security” ) he is 
very balanced. He probably under­
stood Calvin a great deal better than 
many modern so-called Calvinists. He 
made clear his position very careful­
ly. Listen to this: “ True faith in 
Jesus in every case leads to an ab­
horrence of every false way, and to a 
perseverance in the paths of holiness 
even unto the end.”

“ Where you find the safety of the 
believer guaranteed, you are sure to 
see needful holiness set side by side 
with it.” And again he says: “ The 
way of faith is not contrary to the 
way of holiness, but it is the way of 
holiness. There is no way to heaven 
but by holiness.

“The way to heaven, if it be any­
thing, is a way of holiness; and if the 
way we follow be not a holy way and 
a separated way, it is not God’s way.”

Certainly there is nothing antino- 
mian about these statements. He gives 
no license to sin, nor does he ever in­
fer that we can live in sin and still go 
to heaven. He insists, “We must not 
believe that Christ will save us in our 
sins; that would be unholy faith. But 
we must look to Him to save us from 
our sins; that is holy faith.”

“ We must trust Him to cast the 
evil out of us and that He will purify 
unto Himself a people zealous of good 
works.”

Regarding holiness in the church 
he was very explicit in his warnings 
and exhortations. He said: “ If you 
permit one sin or false doctrine in the 
church knowingly and wittingly, 
none can tell the extent to which that 
evil may ultimately go. The church 
therefore is to be purged of practical 
and doctrinal evil as diligently as pos­
sible. That sour and corrupting thing 
which God abhors must be purged 
out, and it is to be the business of the 
Christian minister, and of his fellow 
helpers, to keep the church free from 
it.”

Finally an exhortation and a prayer 
from the “prince of preachers” : “ Let 
us strive, God striving in us, after the 
highest conceivable standard of hol­
iness and of separation from the 
world. Oh Spirit of God, do Thou 
help us that we be sanctified by Thy 
grace, spirit and soul and body.” Ev­
ery holiness preacher can say a hearty 
“ Amen” to that!

April, 1970 5



The secret o f m in is te r ia l happiness

A Strange but Needed Admonition

By T. W . W ill in g h a m *

. . rejoice not . . .

A t  t i m e s  Jesus said some strange 
and h a r d-to-be-u n d e r  s t o o d  

things. Luke 10:20 contains such a 
statement.

He had just reminded His disciples 
that “ the harvest truly is great, but 
the labourers are few” (v. 2), and 
enjoined them to “pray . . . the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest.” He 
then implemented His teaching by 
sending out the 70 to declare the gos­
pel message. He gave them special 
instructions for this particular mis­
sion, and endued them with miracu­
lous powers.

When the 70 had finished their mis­
sion, they returned with a glowing 
report. They had wielded their spe­
cial powers, and reported to the Mas­
ter, saying, “Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name” 
(10:17).

One would expect an enthusiastic 
approval from the Master. But it was 
not forthcoming. Instead of approv­
al, there was a rebuke: “ In this re­
joice not, that the spirits are subject 
unto you; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven” 
(1 0 :2 0 ) .

Strange words! We might pass 
them off,as ill-spoken, trite, or even 
untrue, except that they were spoken 
by the Master.

*Nazarene elder, Kansas City, Mo.

but rather rcjoicc . .

What could be their meaning? 
They appear so untrue to life. Why 
should the disciples not rejoice when 
devils were subject to them in the 
name of the Lord? Would we not do 
the same? And if we should, would 
we not get the same rebuke from the 
Christ?

To understand these words, one 
must remember that Jesus dealt in 
the eternal and not the temporal. He 
sought to anchor His followers to the 
permanent and not the passing. When 
He directed one to a fountain, its 
waters would never cease to flow. 
The basis of the Christian’s joy must 
not be subject to the loud “ Hosannas” 
of Palm Sunday, or the “ Crucify him” 
which soon followed.

Jesus was saying to the 70 and to 
all who would succeed them in Chris­
tian service that such glorious victo­
ries would not obtain forever, and 
that they must find a source of joy 
that could not be destroyed by the 
attitudes or reactions of men or dev­
ils.

On different occasions Jesus had 
pointed out that Satanic power would 
be so great in the last days that it 
would threaten “ the very elect.” He 
had already announced that He 
would cut the time short because of 
the destructive influences of the de­
ceiver.

We have also been warned that the 
time will come when “ they will not
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endure sound doctrine” (II Tim. 4: 
3). This age is not going out in a 
wave of glory, but in stygian dark­
ness. That, the Word well supports.

Jesus was preparing His laborers 
for the inevitable hour of “ falling 
away.” Someone will be bearing the 
message in the closing hours of 
earth’s last day, and then there will 
be few— if any— devils “ subject” unto 
him. This is no new situation. It was 
true in the days of the prophets. The 
Lord reminded Ezekiel that he was 
to the people “ as a very lovely song 
. . . they hear thy words, but they do 
them not” (Ezek. 33:32). The Lord 
reminded Isaiah that “ this is a rebel­
lious people, lying children, children 
that will not hear the law of the 
Lord” (Isa. 30:9). Other such pas­
sages run through the Word of God.

If a Christian worker fails to heed 
our Lord’s injunction, he exposes 
himself to two errors that could bring 
discouragement to himself and pos­
sible injury to others. It works in 
this way: Suppose a minister’s pri­
mary joy is in the number of seekers 
that come to his altars— when the 
number is large, his joy is high; but 
when it is small, his joy subsides. Just 
suppose that he is one who is to carry 
the message in the closing hours 
when darkness has settled down and 
visible results are almost nil—where 
then will his joy be?

Jesus has provided for such a day. 
He makes the primary source of the 
Christian’s joy his relationship with 
the Heavenly Father, who never 
changes, and not the wavering re­
sponse of a decadent generation. The 
Christian’s primary happiness, there­
fore, cannot be disturbed. “ These 
things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full” (John 15:11). 
“Your joy no man taketh from you” 
(16:22).

Then too, the source of our happi­
ness is in what God has done for us, 
and not in what we are doing for 
God. Our efforts may fail—His never.

The second ill result that naturally 
follows the failure to heed the injunc­
tion of the Master is the temptation 
to use all kinds of gimmicks to pro­
duce the source of one’s joy. Unfair 
and damaging propositions are some­
times employed to fill the altar, for 
that is what some ministers live for 
-—this is their chief joy. If they can­
not get such a result honorably, then 
they are tempted to get it “ by hook 
or by crook.” Many souls have been 
injured, and some permanently, be­
cause some eager worker must “ line 
the altar.” For what purpose?—To 
keep the fountain of his joy flowing!

These words of Jesus cut deeply 
when we remember that many of us 
are following the same pattern as the 
rebuked disciples. As strange as the 
injunction of Christ appears, there is 
a vital message in it for us. While it 
is not to be seized upon as an alibi for 
unctionless preaching, neglect of 
prayer, or lack of soul interest in the 
unsaved, it does serve to remind us 
that we will be judged by our obedi­
ence and faithfulness and not by the 
numbers that seek the Lord under 
our ministry. Christ was no less 
pleasing to the Father when “ they 
all forsook him, and fled” than when 
“ great multitudes followed him.”

It will not be easy to keep a living, 
vibrant faith in a “ faithless genera­
tion.” When men’s hearts are “ failing 
them for fear,” it will take more than 
outward success to keep hope aglow 
and faith triumphant.

God, in His infinite wisdom, has 
provided for such an hour; He bids 
us keep the drapes at the upper win­
dow drawn aside, so that we may 
read our names inscribed on the 
scroll of the saints. The lights of
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earth may be well-nigh blacked out 
by the thickening clouds of sinful 
smog, but the infrared rays from Cal­
vary will still light the record that 
bears the names of the faithful; and 
while the hardening hearts of time’s 
last survivors are closing the reaping 
season, the faithful laborer can lift a 
paean of praise as upward he wends 
his way to his eternal reward. The

glow of the glory in his soul has not 
grown dim. His joy has not abated. 
The unyielding devils have not be­
dimmed the vision fair nor choked 
the channels of his happiness. His re­
joicing has always been and ever 
shall be that his name is written in 
the Lamb’s book of life. He heard 
what his Master said. He heeded His 
words. His joy is eternal.

A  fo rg o tte n  source o f  
serm onic helps— in c lu d in g  illu s tra tio n s

Are You Throwing Good Sermons in the Trash?

By Carlos H. S parks*

A g o o d  s e r m o n i z e r  finds inspira­
tion in everything about him, but 

inspiration is one thing and delivery 
of the product is another. From the 
moment of inspiration there is a need 
for the gathering of information and 
the skillful relating to scripture and 
to life. The preacher needs an illus­
tration that will convey the point. 
The process seems even more difficult 
when one attempts to prepare a series 
of expository sermons on a given 
subject. Many of us tend to tell it all 
in the first sermon and leave the rest 
of the series somewhat spineless. But 
there is an answer. First-class assis­
tance can be yours. It is stashed away 
in a cardboard box in the Sunday 
school office waiting to be thrown

♦Pastor, Johnson City, Tenn.

in the trash. It is the Adult Bible 
Teacher ( f o r m e r l y  called Bible 
School Journal).

Sure, the quarter is ended and your 
folk have heard it before from their 
teacher, but if you let it age a little, 
then bring it up to date in your “ fresh 
style,” you have a winner— a whole 
set of winners.

The preacher who uses this materi­
al in his study will find much of the 
legwork already done for him. Re­
search has been done for him by ex­
perts. The writers of this material 
are from many fields of service— sem­
inary and college professors, clerical 
people, ministers, professional writ­
ers, and laymen. Their work provides 
the user with inspiration, scripture 
references, outline, interesting data, 
and even illustrations. To help us
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understand the wealth of this re­
source, let us zero in on the second 
quarter, 1967, issue of the Bible 
School Journal. The material is near­
ing its third birthday.

You want to do a series to lead 
your people into a spiritual under­
standing of sanctification. You read 
the cover of the February, 1967, num­
ber: “ Acts of the Apostles.” You 
could use that for a series title. How 
about the divisions? Open the flyleaf. 
There it is. A  good suggestion, if not 
a firm program. Sermons could be:

1. “ Ye Shall Be Witnesses unto 
Me.”

2. Empowered for the Task.
3. Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost.
4. Faith Makes the Difference.
5. Standing for the Faith, etc.
Now read Dr. Willard Taylor’s ar­

ticle on page 3, entitled “The Mighty 
Acts of the Spirit.” A ll the introduc­
tory articles will be as helpful to you 
as they were to the teacher who used 
them before. The individual lesson

outlines could well be your sermon 
outline. Look at the outline for the 
second message, entitled “ Empowered 
for the Task” :

I. A  Review of Pentecost
II. The Rhetoric of Pentecost

III. The Reason for Pentecost
IV. The Reaction to Pentecost 
V. A  Reliving of Pentecost

Yes, it is all there waiting for your 
personal touch that will make it live 
again, and Drs. Wolf, Greathouse, 
Galloway, and a host of others will 
help you do it. The materials are un­
limited and are growing each quarter 
— “ Studies in Wisdom Literature,” 
“Exile and Restoration,” “ Writings 
of Faith and Encouragement,” and 
many more.

I plan to make these back issues of 
the Bible School Journal a part of my 
library. I know it will never be a 
substitute for Bible reading, prayer, 
and frequent use of my commentaries, 
but it will be a great aid in helping 
me to better feed my flock.

A  great newspaper editor pointed to two desk drawers and said: 
“ On one side of that desk is a Bible, and on the other side is a type­
writer. I try to make the two sides of this desk speak the same thing. 
For I know that if what I write in my editorials coincides with what 
is in that Book, it will live on; but if it is out of harmony with that 
Book, it will perish.” This is our Christian faith in action. Every 
act and deed of our life is to be in harmony with the teachings of 
Christ and the Bible.

— C. William Elltvanger
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The Mechanics of the Ministry

By R aym ond C. K ra tze r*

Church Finances (Part I I I )

Practical Methods
1. Som e churches have used the 

therm om eter m ethod, in w hich  a large 
poster w ith a therm om eter is p laced in 
the front of the church w ith  a goal on it 
for  needed finances. A s m oney  is raised, 
the red is painted in to show  the grow th 
of the fund.

2. A nother plan is to  raise a m ile of 
pennies at 16 cents per foot. Containers 
can be purchased for  this type o f m ethod 
at church  supply houses. It challenges 
the im agination of people and helps to 
get the jo b  done.

3. Charts can be m ade in w hich  
squares can i n d i c a t e  bricks to be 
p ledged  at so m uch a brick . The am ount 
can be planned so as to com plete the 
church  build ing w hen  all o f the bricks 
are sold.

4. I n v e s t m e n t  certificates can be 
printed w ith  the idea that w hen  people 
give m on ey  to the church  they are in ­
vesting in eternal values. It is challeng­
ing to think o f being a stockholder in 
eternal securities.

Building funds
One o f the best w ays to raise building 

fund m oney is to p roceed  on w eekly  
p ledges o f on e -yea r  duration. The pas­
tor and a sm all finance ccom m ittee 
should analyze the potential o f the 
church  and pro ject a plan for  u nder­
w riting a specified  am ount.

•Superintendent, Northwest District.
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Exam ple: C hurch  o f 100 m em bers 
N eeds new  bu ild ing— cost $50,000 
W eek ly  need to am ortize loan over 15 

years at 6 percent— $100 per w eek
Plan: 9 persons, $5.00 per week— $ 45.00 

8 persons, 3.00 per week— 24.00 
10 persons, 2.00 per week— 20.00 
20 persons, 1.00 per week— 20.00
20 persons, 50c per week— 10.00

$119.00
This form ula w ou ld  g ive  a cushion of 

$19.00 p er w eek  fo r  the year.
Method:

1. H ave p ledge cards printed w ith  
suggested am ounts and a place to sign 
fo r  one year.

2. H ave sufficient sm all bu ild in g- 
fund envelopes printed to send one 
m onth ’s su pp ly  to each  d on or fo r  each 
m onth o f the year.

3. Encourage the church  board  to 
pray m ightily for  the pledge Sunday.

4. P reach  a Sp irit-an oin ted  m essage 
and then present the program .

5. H ave a large b lack board  on  p la t­
form  w ith  a heading o f “ G O A L — $100 
P E R  W E E K  F O R  O U R  N E W  
C H U R C H .”

6. H ave chu rch  treasurer on  platform  
w ith his adding m achine.

7. Send ushers throughout con grega­
tion w ith  a card g iven  to everyone. Then 
have a prayer for  G o d ’s guidance in 
pledging.

8. A n n oun ce that the ushers w ill be 
w alking up and dow n  the aisles w atch ­
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ing for those w ho are ready to pledge. 
When a card is handed to an usher, he 
immediately brings it to the platform  
and hands it to the treasurer, w ho re ­
cords it on the adding m achine w ithout 
saying a word.

9. W hen 10 or 12 pledges have been 
put in the m achine, the pastor asks, 
“ Brother Jones, w hat is our total so 
far?” The treasurer replies, “ T w enty 
dollars.” The pastor m arks this on the 
blackboard and says, “ Praise G od !”

10. As other cards com e up, and w hen 
a few  m ore have been  tabulated on the 
adding m achine, the pastor asks again 
the am ount and proceeds to erase the 
$20.00 on the b lackboard  and record  the 
new figure.

The congregation  w ill catch the spirit 
and excitem ent o f it all as G od  m oves 
in with the spirit o f giving. D on ’t let 
the service drag. If the goal is not 
reached, praise G od for  w hat has been 
done and tell them the cam paign w ill be 
continued fo r  the n ext three Sundays, 
and urge them  to ask G od  to guide them 
in their obligation. Each of the fo llow in g  
Sundays put pledge cards in the Sunday 
bulletin and sh ow  the grow ing  am ount 
at the end of the m orning serv ice  w ith ­
out fanfare.

11. F ollow  th rou gh ! Each m onth send 
a letter o f thanks to each don or w ith  a 
quantity o f envelopes fo r  the new  m onth 
and a record  o f total g iving so far on his 
pledge. This w ill keep alive the in ter­
est and w ill assure a large return on 
the pledges.

On the average it is better to p ledge 
your people  fo r  on ly  one year. This w ill 
not burden  them  w ith  a psychological 
load w hich  m ay seem  too heavy to bear. 
I have know n a few  cases w here people 
had taken th ree -yea r  pledges and were 
unable to fo llow  through  fo r  even  one 
year. Consequently, they becam e em ­
barrassed before  their fellow s, they su f­
fered  w ith a sense of guilt, and one 
fam ily  actually  m oved  to another city 
to get aw ay from  the com p lex  situation.

One pastor sets the m onth of O ctober 
aside each year to reduce the in debted ­
ness o f the church  by  10 percent. On 
the first Sunday o f O ctober he presents

a display board on an easel in front of 
the church  with pledge envelopes of 
various am ounts fastened to it. The 
totals on the envelopes approxim ate 
the 10 percent goal. W hile the instru­
m ents play, the people volunteer to com e 
forw ard  and take the envelopes w hich  
suit their ability to give. The board is 
kept up during the m onth until all o f 
the envelopes are taken— or nearly so.

A  unique plan devised by one pastor 
was entitled “ Operation G50.” The spe­
cific  figure was used because it was the 
m onthly paym ent needed to am ortize 
the building loan. He endeavored to 
use the 650 figure in m any ways. F or  
instance, he pledged 650 m inutes of 
prayer, etc.

Paying budgets
One pastor challenged his people to 

save all o f their dim es and put them in 
a B U D G E T B A N K  each Sunday to help 
pay the district budget and other bu d ­
gets assessed to the church. The results 
w ere amazing.

B udget responsibility is always on the 
horizon o f every  pastor, if he expects to 
succeed. N o pastor can neglect his o f ­
ferings for  others and hope to have 
fruitfu l m inistry and a grow ing church. 
His call to the m inistry involves giving 
the w hole gospel to the w hole world. 
This includes his district, college, and 
general budgets and any other assem - 
b ly -a p p rov ed  budget. This task is never 
easy, but w here there is a will, there are 
m any w ays to attain this goal.

The 10-m onth plan is w idely  accepted 
as a good  w ay to pay budgets. This 
means that an alert pastor w ill, im m edi­
ately fo llow in g  the district assem bly, 
w ork  out the m onth ly  paym ents on each 
o f his budgets. The church  treasurer 
should be instructed by  the church 
board to pay these as regularly as he 
pays the light bill, the phone bill, or any 
other obligation. The G eneral Budget 
can be raised through P rayer and Fast­
ing o f  f  e r i n gs and the Easter and 
Thanksgiving offerings.

In som e instances it is advisable to 
d ivide the budgets into 40 w eek ly  pay­
ments to fit m ore psychologica lly  into
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the thinking of the church. B y  breaking 
the paym ents into sm aller segments, the 
jo b  does not seem  so overw helm ing. 
“ L ife  b y  the yard is hard; by  the inch 
it’s a cinch .”  F or instance, if the m on th ­
ly  paym ent on the district budget w ould  
be $80.00 on  the 10-m onth plan, it w ould  
be on ly $20.00 per w eek  on the 40 -w eek  
plan.

One church  fo r  several years has 
raised its total budgets (exclu d in g  G en ­
eral B udget) during the first three 
m onths follow in g  the district assembly. 
T hey w ork  on  the theory that, if a job  
needs to be done, do it qu ickly. C on se­
quently they have nine m onths in w hich  
to channel the finances into local p ro j­
ects and w orldw ide missions. Inciden ­

tally, during the past five  years this 
church  has raised its pastor’s salary 36 
percent, they  have grow n  until they are 
enlarging their building, and their d e ­
nom inational ties are w holesom e and 
rew arding.

M any other plans are available to help 
get the jo b  o f  church  financing done. 
M ost of all, we have G od! A n d  G od 
cannot be figured  at the end o f a ba ll­
point pen. P rayer and dynam ic faith 
plus a sanctified im agination can do 
w onders. W hat a thrill it is to pastor 
and people alike w hen  financial giving 
increases until needs are m et and p rog ­
ress is the order o f the day! G od  help 
us as m inisters to ask largely  that our 
jo y  m ight be full.

The Pastor as an Administrator

By D. W. Hildie*

Me n  w h o  s e r v e  th e  L o r d  as p a stors  
o f churches d iffer as w idely  in their 

tastes and abilities as they do in their 
appearance. Som e m en  have greater 
ability than others in preaching. Other 
m en distinguish them selves as builders 
o f buildings, etc. A ll o f us share one 
thing in com m on: W hether w e like it or 
not, w e are adm inistrators of a church 
program . A s chairm an o f a church 
board  w hich  w ill be m eeting at least 
once a m onth, it is our responsibility to 
so direct the w ork  o f the church  that it 
w ill be efficient in its operation, as w ell 
as spiritual in  its tone.

There are tw o extrem e theories in 
church  administration. One is that the

♦Pastor, Fairbanks, Alaska.

pastor is the total authority. In this 
capacity he m aintains the right to veto 
any action of the chu rch  board  or any 
o f its officers, and is the ultim ate au­
thority in all m atters both  spiritual and 
material. The other extrem ity  is re flect­
ed  by  the m an w h o proclaim s that his is 
the responsibility for  the spiritual p ro ­
gram  of the church, and that there are 
a chu rch  board  and auxiliary  depart­
ments w ho, w ithout his attention, are to 
condu ct all the organizational and bu si­
ness m atters o f the church. In betw een  
these tw o extrem es is the m an w ho sees 
him self as the coord inator o f the efforts 
o f  the auxiliaries, and w ithout taking 
the reins o f  leadership from  the hands 
o f his lay leadership, b y  his advice and
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counsel feels so m uch  a part o f the 
w hole program  that he is personally 
identified w ith  their gains or losses. No 
doubt all o f  us w ould  like to be classi­
fied in the latter group. The question 
is how  to successfu lly  operate in that 
vehicle.

A  few  m onths ago I sat in the o ffice  
o f a friend w ho at that tim e was the 
m anager o f a local business valued in 
the neighborhood  of three to fou r  m il­
lion dollars. O ur conversation  was in ­
terrupted as he was called to another 
office, and as I sat w aiting fo r  his return 
I noted a small, fram ed m otto on the 
wall. I read it, and cop ied  it, for  I felt 
that it contained the essence of the fo r ­
mula fo r  success in the adm inistration 
of any enterprise, either secular or  spir­
itual. The w ords o f the m otto outlined 
a s ix -p o in t program  of adm inistration:

1. P R O G R A M  Y O U R  W O R K . It is 
not n eedfu l to outline the areas of w ork  
w hich  must be covered  in the pastorate. 
W e all know  them. A ll o f us have tastes 
w hich  differ, and that w hich  is one pas­
tor ’s delight in the w ork  w ill be anoth­
er ’s burden. It is therefore  easy for  us 
to drift into habits o f spending time 
w ith  the area o f the w ork  w hich  is p er­
sonally  gratifying, and fo r  w hich  w e 
have the greatest talent— to the neglect 
o f other portions o f the task. I shall 
always rem em ber the m an w ho stands 
out in m y m em ory  as being the best 
organized pastor in this area of planning. 
On M onday m orning he usually planned 
his personal program  fo r  the w eek, w ith  
the task separated into various days of 
the w eek. In this planning he m ade re f­
erence to his calendar w hich  contained 
the em phasis w hich  w as being m ade 
b y  the entire chu rch  for  that w eek 
or month. O f course there w ill be u n ­
expected  interruptions to such a w e ll- 
planned program , but generally  speak­
ing, a plan fo r  our time each wTeek w ill 
help us avoid  the pitfalls o f com ing to 
the end o f a w eek  to rem em ber som e of 
the sundry items w e should have cared 
for  in previous days.

2. R E V IE W  Y O U R  PR O G R E SS. The 
first M onday o f any m onth w ou ld  be a

good  time to honestly evaluate your 
success as an adm inistrator during the 
last month. The church year is narrow ­
ing dow n. In a few  m onths you  w ill be 
filling out your report to the district 
assem bly. W hat about the goals w hich  
w ere outlined fo r  you r  church  last sum ­
m er? We should kn ow  the progress of 
each o f the departm ents, both  financial­
ly  and num erically, and w ith a board 
m eeting ready at hand, this w ould  be a 
splendid time fo r  a frank discussion in 
the session if you r  progress review  indi­
cates a dangerous lag in any area of 
adm inistrative responsibility.

3. O P E R A TE  W I T H I N  A L L O W ­
A N CES. The adm inistration o f a church  
is m uch like the m anagem ent o f any 
other business enterprise. I cannot im ­
agine any successful businessm an con ­
ducting his business w ithout definite 
budget lim itations and guidance. A  bu s­
iness should have a definite am ount to 
spend fo r  advertising, repair and m ain­
tenance, debt liquidation, salaries, and 
all the other facets o f the business in ­
terest. In a successful business enter­
prise the budget w ill dictate precisely 
w hat expenditures can be assumed this 
m onth, and spending w ill be controlled 
by  budget stipulations. W hy should such 
a system  as this be foreign  to the opera­
tion of a church? Pastors d iffer w idely  
in dealing w ith  this problem . Som e pas­
tors have expressed doubts as to setting 
a rigid local budget, feeling that there is 
no room  fo r  “ faith.”  The same pastors 
w ould  be reluctant to serve w ithout a 
stipulated salary, no doubt. In m y  ow n 
experience I have fou nd  it m ost satis­
factory  to have a board appoint a finance 
com m ittee (usually  the trustees and the 
church  treasurer, if he is not already 
a m em ber o f the board  o f trustees). This 
group is then charged with the task of 
com ing up w ith a budget fo r  the year. 
This budget should be all-inclusive, and 
should nam e specific am ounts to be 
spent under the m ajor headings o f the 
budget— all the w ay from  office  expens­
es to m ajor building im provem ents, with 
a single item  fo r  “m iscellaneous expen ­
ditures,” w hich, w hile nominal, can add 
up to a large amount.
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4. F IG H T F O R  BU SINESS. A  suc­
cessful businessm an need  not fight his 
com petition. He w ill spend his time 
m aking his product and his place of 
business so attractive that people w ill 
w ant to patronize his business because 
o f  w ho he is, and what he sells, and how  
he sells it. W e need to think in just such 
terms as w e plan our annual church 
program , for  we can “ sell”  our product 
on ly  as w e m ake Christianity attractive 
to those to w hom  w e w ould  minister. 
This part o f our task w ill then involve 
the physical appearance o f our buildings, 
ou r advertising program , and m ost im ­
portant o f all, our personal and group 
visitation efforts.

5. IS O L A T E  PR O B LE M S. Problem s 
in a church  usually fall into one o f three 
categories: (1 ) financial, (2 ) physical 
(bu ild ing limitations, e tc .), or (3 ) per­
sonnel. A lm ost every  church  m ay have 
one, possibly tw o, of the three. Lord, 
help the man who is faced  with all three! 
O f these three problem s, the last is by 
far the m ost painful— nor is there any 
pat form ula fo r  solution. One o f m y 
pastor friends was relating to a group 
o f us how  he had solved  this particular 
kind o f problem . H e w ou ld  take the 
person or persons w ho w ere causing 
the disturbance for a drive out along the 
river, and in nature’s ow n cathedral 
have a w onderfu l prayer time, thus 
solving all the friction  problem s. One of 
the pastors w ho had been  listening to 
the recital attentively turned to the rest 
o f  us and exclaim ed, “ That’s a great 
idea! D o any o f y ou  kn ow  w here I can 
get a bus to take m y problem s out to the 
w oods fo r  a prayer m eetin g?”

6. T A K E  A C TIO N . This last item 
w ou ld  alm ost seem  to be superfluous, 
but fo r  som e strange reason know n to 
G od  alone hum an nature does not a l­
w ays do the logical thing. The course of 
action to be taken can be fa irly  sim ply 
determ ined by  recalling just w hat it was 
w e intended to do w hen  at last y ear ’s 
assem bly w e concluded  ou r report with 
the tim ew orn  statement that “n ext year 
w ill be different.”  If this year is not 
proving  to be d ifferent from  preceding

years, it cou ld  be because w e have not 
taken the necessary action  to do the 
thing w e k n ow  w e should do, and m ay 
even  have the resources to perform .

Dare to Be Different
( C on t in u ed  jrom  p age  1)

T he story of D aniel is as u p -to -d a te  
as the story  o f the m oon  walk. ‘ ‘D aniel 
proposed  in his heart that he w ou ld  not 
defile him self w ith  the portion  o f  the 
k in g ’s meat, n or w ith  the w ine w hich  he 
drank.” His se lf-d iscip lin e  w as the o c ­
casion o f his prom otion  and the secret 
o f his w isdom  and pow er.

D are to be a Daniel,
D are to stand alone,

D are to have a purpose firm ,
D are to m ake it know n.

W ho am ong the m inisters o f today 
have the faith and courage to be C hrist­
like?

Some Random Thoughts on 
Christian Education

( C on t in u ed  fr o m  p age  3)

courts is not in hum anistic devices, but 
in the grace o f God.

5. His educational m ethods w ill in ­
clude evangelism  w hich  aims at the 
crisis experiences o f regeneration  and 
entire sanctification.

B ut one last note in conclu sion : It is 
not just that there can be no sound 
th eology  o f education  w ithout giving 
large consideration  to the factor o f o r ig ­
inal sin. It is equally  true that w ithout 
such consideration  there can be  no 
sound psych ology  o f education , or  phi­
losophy  o f education. N o science can be 
sound w hich  ignores the Christian d o c ­
trine— and the observab le  fact— o f racial 
depravity.
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neeii of the parsonage.......
✓  MRS. B. EDGAR JOHNSON

"Like a Tree Planted"

W h e n  w e  m o v e d  into our parsonage,
I noticed that one of the bushes in 

front of the house looked rather wilted. 
In spite of my faithful watering and ex­
tra attention, it grew droopier by the 
day. The leaves shriveled and became 
brittle. It looked positively dead! As I 
stood puzzling over it one day, for some 
strange reason I took hold of it and 
shook it a bit. To my astonishment the 
entire bush moved out of place. Then I 
discovered it was completely severed 
from the root. It had been merely sitting 
there on the ground, held upright by 
close, adjacent bushes. My careful wa­
tering had been in vain. The bush was 
dead. It no longer had roots. It was not 
“like a tree planted . . . [whose] leaf 
also shall not wither.”

Mrs. Myers was a faithful member 
in one of our churches. It seemed as 
though tragedy stalked her tracks. Two 
children had been burned to death in a 
home fire some years before we knew 
her. Early one summer my husband 
received a letter from the army chap­
lain overseas where the youngest son 
was in service. The chaplain wrote that 
Frank had been stricken with the fastest 
growing type of cancer in his lung and 
was being sent home immediately. Then 
he made this request, “We think you are 
the one to prepare his family for this 
sad news. We believe Frank has only a 
very short time to live.”

With heavy heart Mr. Johnson went 
to the home, but he had visited only a

few moments when Mrs. Myers broke 
in, “Brother Johnson, I’ve had the 
strangest feeling for several days that 
something terrible is going to happen; I 
know something is wrong. I’ve been 
praying about it, and God has been pre­
paring my heart. I would just feel so 
relieved to know what it is!” Then it 
was almost easy to tell her. Of course 
it was a shock and heartbreaking grief, 
but she rested her faith in the Lord. By 
summer’s end Frankie’s wasted body 
was laid to rest.

Just about six weeks later Brother 
Myers was stricken with a sudden heart 
attack and died in a few days. The 
memory is clear of the keen pain I felt 
within as I saw that widow come into 
the church on the day of the funeral— 
her heart already so sore from the re­
cent bereavement.

Within two years the next youngest 
son, who was studying for the ministry 
in one of our colleges, died of a rare 
disease. That week Mrs. Myers was in 
prayer meeting, and Mr. Johnson called 
for her to come up to the altar that we 
all might gather round and pray for 
her comfort and strength. Kneeling a 
short distance behind, I heard her bless­
ing the Lord, praising Him with deep 
devotion, committing her way unto Him. 
As I listened to her expressions of wor­
ship to her Lord, there came a most un­
usual sensation—as though we were 
kneeling over her “roots,” which went 
deep and spread wide beneath us. She
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was “like a tree planted.” I had been 
praying for her strength, but I was feel­
ing that strength. She was anchored; 
her soul could draw water from the 
hidden wells of salvation that sustain in 
the storms of life. I longed for a faith 
like that.

One has to do more than just pray for 
“roots” though. He has to bring about 
some conditions conducive to producing 
roots. We know the need for water and 
sunlight. But Jesus taught that the soil 
was quite important too. He told about 
a farmer who sowed good seed; some 
fell among thorns and some by the hard 
wayside, but some in good soil where it 
took root, grew, and produced a harvest. 
It seems the seed wasn’t to blame in this 
case—it was the soil.

Many of us have “hang-ups” at this 
point, with the lament that we just 
can’t help it—we have poor soil. “I’m 
just not made that way . . .” “It just 
isn’t in me . . .” “I’d give anything if 
. . .” Granted, we all are individually 

different. But Jesus said we were to 
bear fruit—to produce.

Another parsonage planting experi­
ence gave me a bit of insight here. 
Across the front of one home was a 
large, bricked-in planter space. The 
plants in it always looked rather anemic. 
Although I tried different plantings, 
nothing seemed to do well. My neighbor 
who had a “green thumb” suggested that 
the soil wasn’t too good. So I decided 
to do something about it. With the aid 
of my daughters’ little red wagon, an 
excavation project was under way. I re­
moved the soil to a depth of about 12 
inches, pulverized the hard lumps, add­
ed peat moss, sand, fertilizer. When I 
had it all filled in again, everything 
planted flourished. Soon there were

blooming azaleas and fuchias, giant ele­
phant ears, and across the front edge a 
profusion of pink petunias spilled clear 
over the brick wall.

It was in this same parsonage that 
my own soul-soil underwent a major 
change. I had occasion for more Chris­
tian love, tolerance, and understanding 
than I had needed before. The fruits of 
the Spirit were not producing well. My 
peace began to droop. My joy shriveled. 
Day after day I prayed—yes, I could 
actually use the word “agonized” during 
those days. My heart became tender, 
receptive, pliable. A motto hung in our 
bedroom which read, “Prayer Changes 
Things.” I read it often and prayed 
harder. The Lord helped me to see that 
it would better read, “Prayer Changes 
ME.” This was quite a revelation. Par­
ticularly in one instance I had been 
praying for a change of circumstances. 
I began to sift through my “soil” with a 
fine r a k e—removing stones, plucking 
out critical attitudes, walking in the 
light. One wonderful day while in 
prayer, God found my “soil” ready, and 
I experienced such a baptism of love 
that I haven’t been the same since. The 
change in my soul was far greater than 
in my planter box. Such love and peace 
and joy filled my days that it seemed 
every good thing took root.

Soils vary—as well as climates—but 
the planter in New England must culti­
vate and improve his soil as well as the 
citrus grower in southern California. As 
one rugged farmer said, “It takes a heap 
more hard work in this territory, but 
that makes the crop more rewarding.”

Being rooted and grounded in love . . . 
that ye might be filled with all the ful­
ness of God (Eph. 3:17).

Christ will never do more through you than He has been per­
mitted to do in you.
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GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Edward Lawlor, Gen. Supt,. Adviser 
E. S. Phillips, Chairman 
Willis Snowbarger, Secretary

Members 
M. A. Lunn 
John Stockton 
Mary Scott
B. Edgar Johnson Kenneth Rice 
Bennett Dudney W. T. Purkiser
O. Joe Olson

Dean Wessels 
A. F. Harper 
Paul Skiles

R. W. Hurn

H. Dale Mitchell
H. T. Reza 
John Knight 
Wilson Lanpher 
M. Lunn
T. W. Willingham

STEWARDSHIP

' 5| 11 ' f  1  ̂ "11 "'si1111 "9|.....l|o11' 'ill!

HOW LONG IS AN  
EASTER OFFERING?

Should the 1969 Thanksgiving o ffe ring  be rem itted 
and counted by December 31? By January 31? 
By M arch 1? W ha t is a reasonable tim e to collect 
and mail the Easter o ffe ring  to  the G eneral Treasurer?

Strange things happen. Thanksgiving remittances 
a rrive  in the spring and some Easter offerings in 
December.

O ur people do w onderfu lly  well, but the General 
Stewardship Com m ittee fe lt we should encourage 
prom pt rem ittances. Accord ing ly , the 1970 Easter 
o ffe ring  is due in the G eneral Treasurer's o ffice on 
o r before M ay 15. Let's ge t it in p rom ptly  and keep 
the people inform ed as we approach the goa l of 
$2 .5  m illion fo r  w o rld  evangelism.

Let's make it shorter and bigger! 
But, let's get all of it — it is all needed

April, 1970 17



Department of YOUTH
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April and May Is Your Chance to Make 
Teens a Part of the Gang

You s e e  t h e m  just about every­
where you go. They stand in 
groups... fool around in groups... 

play in groups... get into trouble 
in groups.

What they are telling us is 
that they want to be a part of 
som ething that m o v e s ...th a t  
swings... that’s alive.

Your church youth program can 
supply a gang that moves, swings, 
and influences these outside teens 
for Christ.

"Wait a minute, please. You 
don’t know my kids. We spend 
most of our time trying to keep 
them saved.”

Ah ha! A  clear-cut case o f pur­
poselessness. If the purpose of our 
youth work is "to bring others to 
Christ and to provide ways of 
channeling the energies of youth 
into the total evangelistic mission 
of the church,” then help your 
teens lose themselves in other 
people... in making an IMPACT 
for Christ.

April and May are Youth Out­
reach months. The Department of 
Youth joins with the Department 
of Evangelism in urging every 
church to make an IMPACT upon 
teens. Call your church teen gang 
together and lay plans to reach 
these other gangs.

Check for spring issues of Teen Guide and 
Direction for Youth Leaders for suggestions.

18 The N a za ren e  Preacher



Department of EDUCATION

NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY A N N O U N C E S --

THE CHURCH GROWTH WORKSHOP
June 3-5, 1970 

Kansas City First Church

Featured speakers —

*I)r. Donald A. McGavran

Dean o f the Graduate School of World Mission 
and the Institute of Church Growth,
Fuller Theological Seminary 
Missionary in India for 32 years
Author o f How Churches Grow (1959), Church Growth and 
Christian Mission (1965), Understanding Church Growth 
(1970)

*Rev. Orval C. Butcher

Pastor of the Skyline Wesleyan Church, Lemon Grove, Calif., 
founded in 1954; membership 1,000;
Sunday school average 1,500
Three morning worship services; two Sunday evening services 
Three Sunday school sessions

This is your chance to talk to the experts—

^Discussions by these and other qualified speakers 
:!:Question-and-answer periods 
^Sharing sessions

Sponsored by Nazarene Theological Seminary 
in its twenty-fifth anniversary year

I wish to attend the Church Growth Workshop, June 3-5, 1970, and enclose 
the registration fee o f $5.00 (make the check payable to Nazarene Theological 
Seminary)-

N am e__________ ____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________

Send to: Church Growth Workshop, Nazarene Theological Seminary,
1700 E. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, Mo. 64131.

April, 1970 1 9



NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Let Your Choir 
Set the Atmosphere 

For One of the 
Great Anniversaries 

of the 
Christian Church

PENTECOST SUNDAY

May 17, 1970

Choral Choir Arrangements
No church would th in k  of Christmas or Easter w ithout 
special music. As im portant a date as P e n te c o s t is on 
the Christian calendar, would it  not be s ign ifican t fo r 
N a z a re n e  choirs to present music emphasizing the ex­
perience of Pentecost on th is  day?
Any of these 10 meaningful numbers w ill prove a blessing 
to your choir and congregation alike. A ll arrangements 
are SATB.

AN 1-149 LET THE FIRE FALL By Floyd W. Hawkins 15c
AN 1-130 LET THY MANTLE FALL ON ME By Floyd W. Hawkins 20c
AN 1-145 LET THY MANTLE FALL ON ME Arr. by Paul Mickelson 20c
AT-1001 OLD-TIME POWER Arr. by Jerry Kirk 25c
AT-1002 PENTECOSTAL MEDLEY Arr. by Hope Collins 23c
AN 1-602 THE COMFORTER HAS COME Arr. by Eleanor Whitsett 25c
AN 2-221 THE DAY OF PENTECOST By Floyd W. Hawkins 30c
AN 1-129 WAITING ON THE LORD Arr. by Harold J. Smith 20c
AT-1017 YE SHALL BE WITNESSES By Jerry Kirk 25c

Examination copies are available to any choir leader requesting them. Send fo r them 
R IG H T  AW AY, so the arrangements most suited to your choir can be ordered in ample 
tim e for rehearsals. Your choir w ill want to  sing selections in both the m orning and 
evening services.

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

Washington at Bresee 
Pasadena/ California 91104

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527 IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West

KANSAS C ITY , MISSOURI 64141 Toronto 9, Ontario
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WORLD MISSIONS

9 APRIL C O N W A Y , ARK.
10 APRIL J A C K S O N , MISS.
11 APRIL SELM A, ALA .
13 APRIL O R L A N D O , FLA.
14 APRIL A T LA N T A , G A .
16 APRIL C O LU M B IA , S.C .
17 APRIL B U R L IN G T O N , N .C .
18 APRIL R IC H M O N D , VA.
20 APRIL C H A R LE S TO N , W . VA.
21 APRIL N A SH VILLE , T E N N .
28 APRIL A L E X A N D R IA , LA.
30 APRIL H O U S T O N , TEX. Z

1 M AY S A N  A N T O N IO , TEX. _ l
4 M AY EL PASO , TEX. <
5 M AY P H O E N IX , ARIZ. h-
7 M AY G A R D E N  G R O V E , 

CALIF.
co
Z

8 M AY LOS A N G E L E S , CALIF. o
9 M AY FRESN O , CALIF.

12 M AY S A N  FR A N C IS C O , 
CALIF.

I/)CO
14 M AY P O R TLA N D , ORE. 2
15 M AY SEATTLE, W A S H . %

NOTE: Th ere m a y  be 

som e a d ju s tm e n ts  in  

schedule . W atch yo u r  

loca l d is tr ic t b u lle t in  fo r  

in fo rm a tio n  on church  

lo ca tio n  an d  d a te .
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Position Classics 
on Holiness

PROJECTING OUR HERITAGE
Twelve messages compiled by Myron F. Boyd and Merne 
A. Harris from the historic centennial convention of the 
NHA. A significant volume on the basics of the holiness 
message w ith a vibrant spirit of urgency and optim ism  
concerning the future. 157 pages, cloth. $3.50

THE WORD AND THE DOCTRINE
A superb com pilation of contemporary holiness thought 
from 34 Wesleyan-Arminian scholars, by Kenneth E. 
Geiger. Provides insight into the vita lity  and relevance 
of current Wesleyan thought and mission. 429 pages, 
cloth. $5.95

Here are discussions on holiness by leading scholars of the 
Wesleyan persuasion from a series of seminars sponsored by 
the NHA, and compiled by Kenneth Geiger. Thoughtfully written 
and carefully documented, nearly every phase of the Wesleyan 
position is presented.

INSIGHTS INTO HOLINESS
15 messages. 294 pages, cloth. $3.50

FURTHER INSIGHT5 INTO HOLINESS
19 messages, 349 pages, cloth. $3.50

U -1 0 9 5  S E T  OF 4  ($ 1 6 .4 5  v a lu e ), O N L Y  $ 1 0 .9 5
Price slightly higher outside the continental United States 

A library MUST for every  minister 
N A Z A R E N E  P U B L IS H IN G  H O U S E

Kansas City, Mo. Pasadena, Calif. Toronto, Ontario

NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

The Leaven of Gratitude

Mo s t  N a z a r e n e s  k now  G eorge R ice 
as field  representative o f the N aza­

rene Publishing H ouse. W e also rem em ­
ber him  as pastor o f  the A rgentine 
C hurch o f the Nazarene, w here he did 
outstanding w ork  in com m unity relations 
for  the church.

He started w ork  on the hom e mission 
church  w hile a student at the Nazarene 
T h eologica l Sem inary. H e appreciated 
the value o f press relations and took  all 
o f his church news and notes to the K an ­
sas C ity Kansan, since his church  w as on 
the Kansas side o f greater Kansas City.

T he church  editor was Mrs. Ruth E. 
R iley  and she and G eorge soon  grew  to 
understand each other as Christians. T o ­
gether they advanced the cause o f the 
K ingdom .

On one occasion  R ice  called the K a n ­
san to thank Mrs. R iley  for  a story  she 
had carried about the Nazarenes.

Mrs. R iley  broke into tears and said: 
“ This is one o f those days w hen  I have 
had nothing but com plaints and you  can ’ t 
im agine how  m uch  I appreciate y ou r  
ca ll!”

M rs. R iley  had a conviction  that m any 
churches w ere  m issing a “ great chance 
to reach m ore persons to hear the gospel 
because the pastor ignores his new spa­
per.”

She did not go along w ith the v iew  
that the press m ajors in new s o f crim e 
and violence. “ The papers are anxious 
to print new s about decent and norm al 
persons and chu rch  new s,”  she said. 
“ The trouble is the new spapers do not 
get the new s stories from  the churches.” 

H er advice: “ U se y ou r new spapers; 
befriend  y ou r church  editor.”

It is sound advice today.

O . J o e  O l s o n

22 The N a za ren e  Preacher



Department of EVANGELISM

Want to help 

r  your evangelist?
The following information was sent to the 

Department of Evangelism by Rev. Chester 
I). Plummer. Through personal correspon­
dence with an IRS representative, Mr. 
Charles A. Guerin, U.S. Treasury Depart­
ment, Washington, D.C., the following form 
has been approved.

EVANGELIST’S OFFERING INFORMATION
Internal Revenue Bulletin  1964-5, Rul ing 64-326, under 107, states, "A n  

ordained m inister who perform s evangelistic  services at a church located 
aw ay from  the com m unity  in which he m aintains his perm anent hom e m ay 
exclude from his gross incom e rental allow ance paid to him  by such church 
as part o f  his com pensation , to the extent used by him to m aintain his perm a­
nent hom e. Rental allow ance m eans an am ount paid to a m inister to rent or 
otherw ise provide a hom e.”

EVANGELIST’S OFFERING FORM
At a duly called meeting o f the Board (a day or two before the con­

cluding service) of
Church o f the Nazarene, _____________________ _____, ____ _________,
on __________________________  _ ,  19_____ , the following resolution
was passed. (Resolution is to be recorded in the church minutes.) 

"We, the Board of the Church of the Nazarene, agree to pay Rev.

evangelist, for services rendered from ___  __  _____________________ ,
to __  ___  __________  __________ , 19 __ , inclusive, the sum of
$ __ ___ in the following manner: $ ________  ___ ____
for living quarters, $ ____ _______________ for utilities, $____
for social security payment, and $ _ __  as salary.”

Pastor
(----------------copy)

Secretary

Treasurer

A booklet, Minister's Parsonage Allowance, is available without 
charge from the Board o f Pensions.

April, 1970 23



"WHAT'S CHRISTIAN COLLEGE DAY?"

"WELL! HERE'S THE WAY 
I HAVE IT FIGURED..."

CHRISTIAN COLLE
24 The Nazarene Preacher



EDUCATION

HOW DO YOU SEE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE DAY?

HERE A R E  SO M E F AC TO R S TO C O N S ID E R :

1. Nazarene college graduates have a well-developed set 
o f Christian values. Public school recruiters are anxious 
to hire them. Graduate institutions tend to favor their 
applications because o f their belief in human dignity 
and worth.

2. Nazarene college graduates are highly motivated because 
they have purpose for living.

3. Nazarene colleges are small enough so that each student 
receives individual attention.

4. The atmosphere o f a Nazarene college campus is con­
ducive to serious study. The establishment of a Christian 
community is the concern o f our college administrators.

5. Increased availability o f scholarships and loans allows 
students to choose a Nazarene college.

L E T ’S R E C O G N IZ E  TH E W O R TH  OF O U R  N A Z A R E N E  
C O L L E G E S  ON T H IS S P E C IA L  D A Y !

wmmmmmmSfF*- P lan  a special service:
— preach a m essage on the them e.
— invite a faculty m em ber from  your N azarene college to 

speak in the services.
— use a Student M ission  Corpsm an, or Am bassador.

Feature testim onies:
—you r  students in a N azarene college
— alum ni from  your congregation
— special m usical groups from  the college such as 

quartets, trios, or outreach team s

— — Pl an a trip to your cam pus w ith  your youn g people

jfru D isplay your C hristian  C ollege D ay Poster!

GE DAY-APRIL 12 |
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

B A B I E S  C O U N T
Pastor, you can help...

1. Read a ll abou t the cam paign in the A p ril 

Church School Builder.
2. S upport the drive w ith  you r interest and 

encouragem ent.

3. On A p ril 19 preach a message on the C rad le  

Roll and outreach evangelism.

4. A llo w  time in public services fo r  cam paign 

reports.

5. List the names o f new C rad le  Roll babies in the 

church bulletin.

6. Plan fo r  a b ig Baby Day.

7. On M ay 3 preach a special Baby Day message. 

(See this issue.)

8. Follow ing the cam paign call in the home o f 

every new

It's  eas ie r to  w in  the  

f a t h e r  i f  y o u 'v e  

s ta r te d  w i t h  th e  

b a b y .
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

ALL ABOARD

A p r i l  19 — May 3

CRADLE ROLL 
CAMPAIGN



HOME MISSIONS

at the

G RASS  
R O O T S

of the church

...........To insure a 
w orldw ide harvest 
of souls

M ISSIONARY  

M OTIVATION  

MUST BE STRONG

•  E n c o u ra g e  Youth  IM PAC T  Team s

•  P la n  some fo r m  o f  lo c a l  o u t r e a c h

•  P ay  H O M E  M IS S IO N  B U D G E T S  in  FULL

•  A n n o u n c e  th e  n e e d  f o r  l a y  m is s io n a r ie s

•  H a v e  s p e c ia l  p r a y e r  f o r  y o u r  d is t r i c t  h o m e  

missions p ro je c ts  . . . .

•  V o te  f o r  a  5 %  H o m e  M iss io n  B u d g e t

The N aza ren e  Preacher



STEWARDSHIP

TOP
i

I
1

DISTRICTS
G IVING  FOR WORLD EVANGELISM, 1968-69

i

12% or more

i

District Percent Superin tendent

Southwest O k la h o m a 12.28 W . T. Johnson

P ittsburgh 12.25 R obert G os law

N orthw es te rn  O h io 12.20 C a r l  C le n d e n e n

Kansas C ity 12.16 W ilso n  Lanpher

U ps ta te  N e w  York 12.09 Jo n a th a n  Gassett <

C a n a d a  West

i

12.05
1

H erm an  L. G. Smith

!

LARGEST PERCENTAGE G AIN OVER 1967-68

i N e w  E n g la n d 1.92

i

Kenneth  Pearsa ll 1

Rocky M o u n ta in 1.68 A lv in  M c Q u a y  ,

C a n a d a  C e n tra l 1.30
i

Bruce T a y lo r  (

i
San A n to n io 1.22

i
James Hester

Iowa
i

1.16 G ene  Ph il l ips

1 WONDER HOW THEY DID IT?

i
i
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NWMS

WHY
?  ? 

READ

?  ?• •

MISSIONARY BOOKS?
1. B asis  for  d efin ite  p ra yer  con ­

cerns.

2. Proof of interest in missionaries 
and their work.

3. Acquaintance with names and 
places of missions.

4. "To know them [missionaries] 
is to love them.”

5. Knowing needs —we can better 
pray and supply the needs.

6. Self-discipline —doing what we 
should do (READ).

7. Assist NWMS in attaining 
goals.

1970-71 
Study and Reading Books

Study Book: Christ in the Caribbean — Paul R. Orjala

Reading Books —Adults and Teens:
Flares in the Night — Ruth O. Saxon
From Darkness to Dawning— Betty M. Ault
Haiti, I  Love You — Linda Crow
Let the Isles Be (Had — Helen Temple
Our 25 Years in the Caribbean — Lyle Prescott
With Both Hands — Betty L. Emslie

Junior Reading Books:

Burma Prisoner— I). 1. Badcock 
Hidden Treasures — Marion K. Rich 
Little Lame Soldier— Helen Temple 
Up in the Jumby Tree—Kathryn B. Peck

Mrs. Herman L. G. Smith 
Study and Reading Secretary
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

D t S c n t f f R r V B S

FOR YOUR ADVANCED PLANNING
VBS INTRODUCTORY PACKET with Actual Samples

You get more than your money's worth in materials when you buy 
this big packet of materials. What's more important is that you can 
see and try the 10 exciting, challenging lessons that have been pre­
pared for the 1970 course.

Look what you get!
Superintendent’s Notes and Record Guide— your planning guide 
5 Teachers' Manuals— provide easy-to-follow schedules with how-to-teach helps 
5 Pupils' Books— one from each department, Nursery through Young Teen 
2 Handy-craft Kits— Primary and Junior
Promotional Items— Theme Button, Pencil, Headband, Bulletin, Name Tag, 

Pupil Certificate 
Publicity Aids— Poster, Dodger, Postcard, Balloon 
Music Supplement— all the new songs from the manuals 
Catalog/Planbook— with "timesaver" order form

A $9.54  value $5.95

THEME FILMSTRIP:

OlSCO\/FRY- GOD'S IIUAY in Today's World
Showing all materials in the five departmental courses.
In full color with recorded narration. You wil^ want to plan many showings: 
to the church school board, to your staff in early planning sessions, to the 
entire congregation. Inspire and inform teachers and helpers as they learn 
how to use the 1970 course. Flip side of record includes the new theme song. 
Order a copy along with an Introductory Packet. . .  your firs t two important 
steps toward a successful 1970 VBS program.

V-70 $3.50

C l i p  a n d  M a il  T h i s  H a n d y  O r d e r  B l a n k  T o d a y !

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, M0. 64141
Washington at Bresee. Pasadena, Calif. 91104 • In Canada: 1592 Bloor St. West, Toronto 9, Ontario Date_ , 1970

Q uantity

______V-470 In troducto ry  Packet $5.95 _

----------V-70 “ Discovery— ’ ’ F ilm strip  $3.50 _

----------V-1170 Nursery Teaching Aid Packet* $1.95 —

----------V-2270 K indergarten Teaching Aid Packet* $1.95 _

______V-3370 Prim ary Teaching Aid Packet* $1.95 _

______V-4470 Junior Teaching Aid Packet* $ J .9 5 _

----------V-5570 Young Teen Teaching Aid Packet* $1.95 „

______VBS— Why, What, How? $1.75 _
(CST handbook— 6 or more, 10 percent discount) 

TOTAL =

‘ Lesson-correlated visual aids and a c tiv itie s  . . . now 
able fo r each departm ent!

S H IP  TO: .

Street ___

C i t y ______

Check Enclosed

CH ARG E □  C hurch O S S  □  Personal
NOTE: On A LL  charges give location and name of church.

Church nam e
City State

TO:

Street . 

C ity _

All supplies should be ordered S IX  W EEKS  before your V B S  begins.
Prices slightly higher outside the continental U.S.A.
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BOARD OF PENSIONS

|f-T“Q5] I I itTTXH

The f m M *  oc it
“  -------- -------------------- ”  - D U  A  IN W E S S E L 8 ,  Executive Secretary

Q. My husband just passed away and I am disabled. I intend to file  for So­
cial Security benefits as his surviving spouse. Is there an age lim it on when 
these benefits can be paid?

A. Yes. A surviving disabled spouse must be at least 50 years old.

Q. My wife and I plan to retire next year. We have a 42-year-old daughter 
who has never been able to work. Will Social Security pay anything for her 
when we retire next year?

A. If medical evidence can establish that her disability began before she was 
19 and has continued, she will be eligible for monthly payments when you 
and your wife retire.

Q. I will be 65 next year, but I have no plans to retire. Am I eligible for 
Medicare?

A. Yes. You can qualify for Medicare benefits even though you have not 
retired. You should contact the Social Security office about three months 
before you are 65 and file your application. If possible, you should bring your 
Social Security number and the best proof of your age that you have available.

Q. My father died recently leaving several unpaid doctor’s bills. He was 
covered by both parts of Medicare. Can these bills still be paid by Medicare 
after his death?

A. Yes. The doctor can file a claim himself for Medicare payments on the 
unpaid bills. If the bills have already been paid, the person who paid the 
bills should file the Medicare claim.

Questions to be answered on th is  page to the “ Pastor’s Supplem ent”  may be sent 
to: Dean Wessels, Department of M inisterial Benevolence, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas 
City, Mo. 64131.

32 The N azaren e  Preacher



CST

CURTAIN GOING UP. . .

Preview of Plans for Your 
1970 Vacation Bible School

What about the adults? Are they being considered?
Many adults will be bringing children, and 
child care will be provided, so it will be a 
good time to:

Have classes in doctrine for new 
Christians 

Have classes for prospective members 
Have classes preparing persons to be 

soul winners

Offer one o f  the follow ing:

Unit 115b, "B ible H oliness”
Text: L ife in the Spirit, R ichard Taylor. This book 

provides an intensive study o f  the doctrine o f  holiness as 
taught by the Bible. Consecration, sanctification, faith, 
ethics, and victorious liv in g  as studied in the light o f 
this B ible doctrine.

U nit 132, "The M eaning o f  Church M em bership”
Text: You and Y our Church, H arold Reed. W hat does a 

person com m it h im self to do when he joins the church? 
W hat is the church for? How are the m em bers o f  the 
church responsible for achieving its purpose?

U nit 314.2a, "C om parative Study o f Doctrine”
Text: W hy I  A m  a Nazarene, W illiam  Fisher. A com ­

parative study o f the doctrine o f  the follow ing: M orm ons, 
Rom an Catholics, Jehovah ’s W itnesses, Christian Scien­
tists, Seventh-day Adventists, and the Church o f  the 
Nazarene.

l it
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

OUR GOAL
EVERY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
WORKER

an
EVANGELIST

JOINING TOGETHER

p

A

S
T
O

To extend the local church’s ministry support 
your camp program  with boys and girls, 
workers, prayers, and enthusiasm.
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

FILL THE AIR WITH TRUTH

98% of Americans still believe in God* 

3 out of 4 believe in life after death* 

6 out o f 10 believe in the devil*

(Jailup Po!

We Must  “Fill the Air with Truth ”  

^SThat These Figures I)o Not Lessen

\ LET’S PUT 
“SHOWERS OF BLESSING” 

ON 700 STATIONS
In five other nations, only 80 percent believe in God­

in Sweden, only 60 percent.

Only 38 percent believe in life after death in Britain, 
Austria, and Sweden —in France, only 35 percent.

In Britain and Sweden only 21 percent believe in the 
devil.

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
H. Dale Mitchell, Executive Director
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A Self-contained Record Book for Maintaining the Unified Treasury System
• Offers simplified accounting, understandable even 
to those with no formal bookkeeping training • Gives 
a detailed financial picture of each department and 
auxiliary of your church • Provides the pastor with 
all needed data for preparing his annual report • 
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IN THE r STUDY
The crucia l test o f C a lv a ry  is c a rn a lity

The Problem of Romans 7

By William Greathouse*

Rom ans 7 persists as a problem  for  
New Testam ent interpreters. H ere Paul 
describes v ivid ly , in the first person 
singular and in the present tense, the 
struggle o f one to overcom e and cast out 
the sin w hich  had lodged  itself in the 
very depths o f his being. It clim axes in 
the poignant cry, “ W retched m an that 
I am! W ho w ill deliver m e from  this 
bod y  o f dea th ?” (7 :2 4 * * )

W ho is this “ w retch ed  m an” ? Is it 
Paul, or  is the apostle using the first 
person sim ply as a literary d ev ice? A l ­
though the contrary opinion  has been  
argued, m ost scholars w ou ld  agree w ith 
W. Sanday and A . C. H eadlam  that “ the 
w hole description  is so v ivid  and so sin­
cere, so ev iden tly  w rung from  the an­
guish o f d irect personal experience, that 
it is d ifficu lt to think o f  it as purely 
im aginative.” 1 C. H. D odd  notes, “ Prim a  
facie, w e are reading autobiography.” 2 
B ut Paul is certain ly  using his ex p eri­
ence as a basis fo r  generalizing on  the 
w hole  problem  o f sin, law, and grace. 
F or  exam ple, his discussion  m oves in 
8 :1 -4  from  “ I”  to “ w e,”  to becom e “ they”  
in 8 :5 -8 , on ly  to change to “ y o u ” in 8:9. 
Later he interm ingles all persons (b e ­
ginning at v. 16).

But w hat is the spiritual status o f this

♦President, Nazarene Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo.

* *A11 quotes are from  RSV unless otherwise
noted.

April, 1970

“ w retched  m an” ? On the one hand, 
Augustine and the Latin fathers, fo l ­
low ed  b y  the R eform ers and m any m od ­
ern interpreters (including K arl B a rth ),3 
see this man as Paul the Christian, who, 
despite his justification  through Christ, 
remains essentially unredeem ed from  
sin and “ the flesh.”  On the other hand, 
O rigen and the G reek  Fathers, fo llow ed  
b y  Arm inius and W esley, as w ell as 
such m odern  exegetes as G odet, Sanday 
and Headlam , and C. H. D odd, v iew  this 
“ w retched  m an”  as Saul the Pharisee 
confronted  b y  the claim s o f G od ’s holy  
law. Leonhard G oppelt understands 
Paul as here confessing in the first p er­
son “ that the encounter o f the Adam ite 
man w ith the L aw  is essentially his ow n 
origin  and that o f all believers . . . H ere 
from  the vantage point o f his faith in 
the crucified  One, he is describing the 
essence o f his pre-C h ristian  existence. 
This is A dam ite m an under the law, 
seen  with the e y e  o f faith.” 1

A dm ittedly, the use o f  the present 
tense o f  the verbs in w .  14-25 suggests 
the Augustinian view . But the setting o f 
P au l’s argum ent rules out the v iew  that 
he is describing his present experience 
at the tim e o f w riting the Rom an letter. 
U ndoubted ly  the Christian does at times 
find him self in the m iserable state o f in ­
w ard division  and im potence, in need 
o f  falling back  afresh on  Christ’s re ­
dem ptive pow er. “ In spite o f the present
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tense,”  G oppelt says, “ the ‘I ’ o f  R om . 7: 
14-25 is . . . basically the past tense fo r  
the ‘I ’ o f faith, but a past ten se w hich  
alw ays lies under the  T  . . . It is a past 
tense w hich  tim e and tim e again b e ­
com es partially present experience for  
every  Christian w hen  faith  and the 
Spirit decline.” 5 B u t in  Christ the b e ­
liever has found a deliverance not o f ­
fered  by  the law, as P au l’s com plete 
statem ent in 7:24 indicates: “ W retched 
m an that I am! W ho w ill deliver me 
from  this bod y  o f death? Thanks be  to 
G od through Jesus Christ ou r L ord !”  A s 
D odd observes, “ It w ou ld  stultify  his 
w hole argum ent if  he n ow  confessed 
that, at the m om ent o f w riting, he was 
a ‘m iserable w retch ,’ ‘a prisoner to sin’s 
W  (vv . 24, 23 ).” *

A  qu ick  survey o f P au l’s argum ent 
for  sanctification (cc . 6— 8) puts c. 7 in 
its proper context. In  c. 6 he declares 
that the baptized Christian has died 
w ith  Christ to sin and risen to “ newness 
o f life .”  His o ld  existence as A dam ic 
m an tyrannized b y  sin has been  en ­
gulfed  in the death o f Christ as he now  
lives a new  existence in com m union  
w ith  his risen Lord. A s a n ew  m an in 
Christ he is “ freed  from  sin.”  H e must 
not abuse this new found freedom  in 
Christ b y  m aking it a license fo r  sinning 
(cf. Gal. 5:13 f f . ) ; rather he m ust y ield  
h im self in an act o f total consecration  to 
God. B y  so doing his bod ily  “ m em bers,”  
w hich  w ere  once the slaves o f  sin, b e ­
com e “ the instruments o f righteousness”  
in obed ience to G od, “ w hose serv ice  is 
perfect freedom .”  Hans K un g  com m ents 
on  Rom ans 6:

Man may sin as before, but he does 
not have to. Sin has no more power over 
him. Over against all compulsion to sin 
he now has the possibility of acting ad- 
cording to God’s merciful commands. 
This possibility is no mere abstract 
theory or empty illusion. The freedom 
for which Christ has set us free can be 
experienced and lived.7
In 7 :1 -6 , Paul reiterates the sam e 

truth, on ly  taking his argum ent one 
step further b y  affirm ing that in dying 
w ith  Christ to sin the believer has ipso 
facto  d ied also to the law. “ L ikew ise, 
m y brethren, you  have died to the law

through  the b od y  o f Christ, so that you  
m ay belong  to another, to him  w h o has 
been  raised from  the dead in  order that 
w e m ay bear fru it fo r  G o d ” (v . 4 ) . F or 
Paul sin, law, and the flesh  are in ter­
dependent. In the death o f  Christ he 
saw  the potential death o f the w hole  
people o f G od  ( “ the b od y  o f  C hrist” ) to 
these three tyrants. Thus 7 :1 -6  is paral­
lel to 6 :1 -11 . A s  a result o f  the death of 
Christ, and o f ourselves “ in h im ,”  w e 
“ belon g”  to Christ (as a w ife  belongs to 
her husband). T he o b je ct  o f  this union 
w ith  Christ is “ that w e m ay bear fruit 
fo r  G od .”  This fru it is defined  in  v. 6 as 
a life  o f  serv ice to G od, “ not u nder the 
old  w ritten  code  but in the n ew  life  o f 
the Spirit.”

N ow  Paul contrasts this life  o f  sp iri­
tual fruitfulness u nder grace (c f. Gal. 
5 :22 -23 ) w ith  life  u nder the law , w hich  
w as also a fru itfu l m arriage. “ W hile we 
w ere liv ing in the flesh, ou r sinful pas­
sions, aroused b y  the law , w ere  at w ork  
in our m em bers to bear fru it fo r  death” 
(v . 5; cf. Gal. 5 :1 9 -2 1 ). It is this verse 
w hich  is the clue to 7 :7 -2 5 : The law 
e x c ites  our sinful passions. It is this 
interdependence o f law  and sin w hich  
justifies P au l’s equating o f life  under 
the law  w ith  life  u nder the tyranny of 
sin. “ The law  leads to sin, b y  stim ulat­
ing m an ’s desire to break  the law ; ‘If it 
had not been  for  the law, I should  not 
have know n sin ’ (R om . 7:7 , 8 -1 3 ).” 8 
M oreover the m ore  a m isdirected zeal 
to do the w ill o f G od  m oves one to seek 
to fu lfill the law  in his ow n  strength, the 
m ore deeply  he m ires in  his sinfu l p re ­
dicam ent; to the degree that he appar­
ently succeeds in his efforts to exorcise 
sin he but refines his sin  into the arro ­
gance o f self-righ teou sn ess and se lf­
justification. M an ’s on ly  hope is in a 
deliverance from  outside  h im self— in 
Jesus Christ. So Paul exclaim s, “ Thanks 
be  to G od  through  Jesus Christ our 
L o rd !” The last sentence o f c. 7 should 
be taken as a sum m ation o f his point 
that life u nder the law  is life  in  the 
flesh, hence life  in servitude to “ the law 
o f  sin.”

That c. 7 depicts essentially ou r p re - 
Christian experience is fu rther indicated 
b y  the p icture o f  life in the Spirit given
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in 8:1-11. This trium phant passage d e ­
scribes life “ in  Christ Jesus” (v . 1 ). L ife  
under the law is past; life is n ow  an 
existence in com m union  w ith the risen 
Christ, w ho has doom ed  sin and rees­
tablished G od ’s law  as an instrum ent of 
the Spirit. If w e are to k n ow  P au l’s 
state at the tim e of w riting this letter, 
we must consult 8 :2 -4 —

“For the law  o f the Spirit o f life in 
Christ Jesus has set m e free  from  the 
law of sin and death. F or  G od  has done 
what the law, w eakened by  the flesh, 
could not do: sending his ow n Son in 
the likeness o f sinful flesh  and fo r  sin, 
he condem ned sin in the flesh, in order 
that the just requ irem ent o f the law 
[lov e; cf. 13 :8 -10 ] m ight be fu lfilled  in 
us, w ho w alk  not accord ing  to the flesh 
but accord ing to the Spirit.”

This can on ly  m ean that in c. 7 he has 
told us “ w hat the law  . . . cou ld  not d o ” 
-—liberate us from  sin and death. But 
what the law  cou ld  never do, G od has 
done through Christ. H e has doom ed  
sin in the flesh, routed sin from  hum an 
personality. In  C hrist’s incarnation, 
death, and resurrection  G od  has poten ­
tially sanctified our hum an existence; 
by fa ith -u n ion  w ith  Christ w e  enter in ­
to this deliverance. P resupposed  here is 
the total consecration  of 6:13, w hich  is 
the other side o f the coin  o f faith.

To m ake c. 7 descriptive o f P au l’s new  
life in Christ is thus indeed to stultify 
his argum ent. H e w ou ld  have thought 
it quite abnorm al that any Christian 
should feel h im self to be the “ w retched 
man”  o f c. 7, a “ captive to the law  of 
sin.” T here is nothing in  P au l’s ow n  
confessions elsew here to lead us to sup­
pose that he had ever had such an e x ­
perience as this after his conversion . W e 
can on ly  conclu de that Paul is clinching 
his argum ent b y  the undeniable ev i­
dence o f his ow n  experience that, though 
he w as once “ carnal, sold u nder sin”  (7: 
14), he has now  found life and liberty 
through Christ. H e still confessed to 
struggle in his life : “ I pom m el m y  bod y  
and subdue it, lest after preaching to 
others I m yself should  be d isqualified” 
(I Cor. 9: 27) .  But this is the testim ony 
of a v ictorious fighter.

A fter  v ivid ly  describing his p r e -A l-

dersgate struggle in terms o f Rom ans 7, 
John W esley notes in his Journal:

After my return home, I was much 
buffeted with temptations; but cried out, 
and they fled away. They returned again 
and again. I as often lifted up my 
eyes, and he “sent me help from his holy 
place.” And herein I found the difference 
between this and my former state chief­
ly consisted. I was striving, yea, fight­
ing with all my might under the law, as 
well as under grace. But then I was 
sometimes, if not often, conquered; now 
I was always conqueror.”

That this was the dom inant strain of 
W esley ’s Christian life thereafter there 
can be no doubt, even  though he was 
not “ alw ays conqueror.”

The m ost seasoned saint must confess 
w ith  Paul, “ I know  that in m e (that is, 
in m y flesh ) dw elleth  no good  thing” (7: 
18, K J V ). He has no “ stock  o f holiness” ; 
his sanctification consists w holly  in the 
indw elling o f Christ through the Spirit.1" 
He therefore confesses, “ A part from  
Christ I am flesh; but in Christ I am 
spirit.” “ Y ou  are not in the flesh,”  Paul 
w rites the Rom ans, “ y ou  are in the Spir­
it, if  the Spirit o f G od really  dw ells in 
y o u ” ( 8 : 9) .  So long as I live “ by  the 
Spirit,” m y life is not “ in”  or “ according 
to the flesh .” I am still free to “ live 
according to the flesh”— and die; but 
through the Spirit I m ay “ put to death 
the deeds of the b o d y ”— and live (8 :1 3 ). 
F or freedom  Christ has m ade m e free. 
If I w alk by  the Spirit in love I m ay 
maintain m y freedom  in Christ; it is this 
argum ent Paul presses hom e in Rom ans
6 through 8.

'The Epistle to the Romans ( “ The International 
Critical Commentary” ; New York: Charles Scrib­
ner's Sons, 1929), p. 186. See John Knox, "The 
Epistle to the Romans” (Exegesis), The Inter­
preter’s Bible, ed. George A. Buttrick et al. (New 
York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1954), IX, 499.

-The E]>istle o f Paul to the Romans ( “ The M of- 
fatt New Testament Commentary,”  ed. James 
Moffatt, 1932), p. 104.

The Epistle to the Romans, trans. by Edwyn
C. Hoskins from the sixth edition (London: Ox­
ford University Press, 1933), p. 270.

'Jesus, Paul and Judaism, trans. by Edward 
Schroeder (New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
1964), pp. 139-40 (italics his).

'Ibid., p. 141 (italics his).
"Op. Cit., pp. 107-8.
;The Church, trans. by Ray and Rosalene Oc- 

kenden (New Y ork: Sheed and Ward, 1967), p. 
152.

‘ Ibid., p. 154.
"The Works o f John W esley  (Kansas City: Naz­

arene Publishing House, n.d.), I, 103-4.
"•Ibid. XI, 417.
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fj DOCTRINAL 
pL STUDIES

By Ross E. Price*

Some Expositors Explain 
"The Old Man"

(Article 3 of a series)

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye 
have put off the old man with his deeds; 
and have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of 
him that created him (Col. 3:9-10).

An exegesis for this passage from the 
Greek must be forthcoming before we 
complete our discussion of “ the old man.” 
Sufficient for this discussion is the trans­
lation into modern speech by James M of­
fat: “ You have stripped off the old nature 
with its practices, and put on the new 
nature, which is renewed in the likeness 
of its Creator for the knowledge of him.”

D. D. Whedon was one of the best holi­
ness commentators of a former generation. 
Commenting on this passage he explains 
the old man to be “ the former unregenerate 
nature, the flesh which they that are 
Christ’s have crucified” (Gal. 5:24) }  And 
he explains the deeds of this old man to 
be “ the outward life inspired by this sin­
ful nature, ranging from the neglect o f the 
salvation of Christ to the low sensuality 
depicted above” (cf. Col. 3 :5 -8 ).2 He would 
also explain the apostle’s command to 
“mortify” (3:5) as meaning “ to make dead” 
so that the command really means, “Let 
nothing live that is at war with a death 
to sin and a true life in Christ.” 3

E. F. Scott, in the Moffatt New Testament 
Commentary, allows that Paul’s concern 
here is with the sin principle, which he 
explains to be “ the self-seeking temper.” *
A. M. Hunter translates, “Having put off 
the old nature with its practices and have 
put on the new nature.”5 G. H. P. Thomp­
son explains the old man, saying, “The 
old nature stands for all we have in com­
mon with Adam, who in the story in Gen­

*Professor o f theology, Olivet Nazarene Col­
lege, Kankakee, 111.

esis 3 represents the person who makes 
‘self’ his god, and whose deeds will also 
be selfish.” 11

Hence E. F. Scott explains:
What Paul demands, however, is not a 

mere reform of certain evil habits or 
tendencies, but a complete change of na­
ture, from which all the separate im ­
provements will follow  of their own 
accord: You have stripped off the old 
nature with its practices, and put on 
the new nature.7
Scott, in this connection, thinks of the 

new man as “a restoration of man’s fallen 
nature” to that “ true nature as God intend­
ed it to be at the beginning.” 8 So, he thinks, 
the Christian puts on the new nature, i.e., 
the new self, the thought being that of an 
entire renewal of will. And he observes: 
“ What Paul here demands is a complete 
change of nature.” 0 

These modern expositors seem to em­
phasize the fact that it is a nature that is 
being dealt with by the apostle, for they 
agree that the old man is none other than 
our old Adamic nature. Likewise the new  
man is the new nature, which is itself a 
new creation after the order of a new hu­
manity in Christ. Elsewhere the apostle 
commands us to “put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” to be clothed with Him (Romans 
13 :14).

R. A. Webb writes about the old man as 
follows:

The “old man” is the “natural man” 
considered chronologically—prior to that 
operation of the Holy Spirit by which he 
is renovated into the “new man” . . . The 
“old man” is man as he was before he 
was regenerated and sanctified by the 
grace of the Spirit . . . The “old man” . . . 
is to be “ crucified” and “destroyed” in 
order that man may no longer be the 
“servant of sin” (Romans 6:6).

When Paul calls the “natural man” the 
“old man” and describes it as the “body 
of sin” which is “ corrupt” in its nature 
and “deed,” and tells us that it must be 
“ crucified” and “ destroyed” and “put 
off” in order that we may “not serve 
sin,” but may have “righteousness” and 
“ true holiness” and “knowledge” and the 
“ image” of God, we get some concep­
tion of the moral meaning which he is 
endeavoring to convey by these con­
trasts (Gal. 5 :19-24). He has reference 
to that sinful nature in man which is as 
old as the individual, as old as the race 
o f which he is a member, which must be 
graciously renovated according to that
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gospel which he preached to Corinthi­
ans, Colossians, Ephesians, Romans and 
all the world.1"
As to the theological meaning of the 

concept, he states:
The “natural man” is a figure of 

speech for that sinful human nature, 
common to us all. It is equivalent to the 
phrases: the “ sinful inclinations,” the 
“evil disposition,” the “ apostate will,” 
“original sin,” “native depravity.” It 
manifests itself in the understanding as 
blindness, in the heart as hardness, in 
the will as obstinacy.11
There are further important insights 

from the expositors, but they must await 
our next article.

1Commentary on the New Testament, IV, 353. 
-Loc. cit.
-'Ibid., p. 352.
4The Epistles o f Paul to the Colossians, to Phi­

lemon, and to the Ephesians ( “ M offatt NT Com­
mentary” ), p. 66.

•’The Layman’s Bible Commentary, p. 66.
'The Letters o f Paul to the Ephesians, to the 

Colossians, and to Philemon ("Cambridge Bible 
Commentary on the NEB” ), p. 152.

;Op. cit., p. 68.
’’ /bid., p. 69.
'■'Ibid., p. 68.
"’“ Man, Natural,”  International Standard Bible 
"Loc. cit.

GLEANINGS
from the Greek

By Ralph Earle*

I Tim. 3:4-1 C

“Rule” or “Manage”?
The Greek verb proistemi literally 

means “put before” and so “ set over.” It 
can mean “rule” or “ govern.” But perhaps 
a more fitting translation here is “man­
age” (RSV, NASB) or “preside over.”  The 
same applies to “ rule” in verse 5 (same 
w ord ).

“Gravity” or “Dignity”?
This is the same word which is trans­

lated “honesty” in 2:2 (see discussion 
there). The best rendering is “dignity.”

•Professor, Greek New Testament, Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.

“Novice” or “New Convert”?
The word (v. 6) is neophytos (only here 

in N T), taken over into English as “neo­
phyte.” Literally it means “newly planted” 
and is so used in the Septuagint. In Chris­
tian literature alone it is used figuratively 
in the sense of “newly converted.” So the 
most accurate translation is “new convert.”

“Lifted Up with Pride” or “Puffed Up”?
This is all one word in the Greek, 

typhoo (found only in the Pastoral Epis­
tles). It comes from typhos, “ smoke,” and 
so literally means “wrap in smoke.” The 
first meaning given in Liddell-Scott-Jones 
is “delude,” leading to “Filled with insane 
arrogance” (p. 1838). It is used only meta­
phorically, with the sense of “puffed up” 
or “ conceited.” This was “ the condemna­
tion incurred by the devil” (NASB).

“Grave” or “Dignified"?
The Greek adjective is semnos (v. 8), 

from which comes the noun semnotes (2: 
2; 3:4; Titus 2:7).  The adjective is also 
found three times in the Pastorals (I Tim. 
3:8, 11; Titus 2:2),  and only once elsewhere 
in the NT (Phil. 4:8; see comments there).

Trench in his Synonyms of the New Tes­
tament (p. 346) says that “ the semnos has 
a grace and dignity not lent him from 
earth; but which he owes to that higher 
citizenship which is also his.” He adds 
that there is something “majestic and 
awe-inspiring in semnos”  (p. 347).

Probably the best discussion of this 
term is in William Barclay’s M ore New 
Testament Words (Harper, 1958), an ex ­
ceedingly valuable little book. He says 
that semnos has in it “ the majesty of di­
vinity” (p. 141), It is used to express 
royalty and kingliness, as well as what is 
stately and dignified in language. The term 
is found frequently inscribed on tombs as 
a term of great respect. Barclay devotes 
nearly two pages to Aristotle’s use of this 
term. He also mentions an ambassador 
who described the Roman senate as “an 
assembly of kings.” That, declares Bar­
clay, is what the Christian Church should 
be. And each believer should manifest in 
his life “ the majesty of Christian living.”

It should be noted that this adjective is 
applied not only to the bishops in our 
present passage, but also to their wives 
in verse 11 and to elderly men in Titus 
2:2. It carries with it the suggestion of the 
dignity and seriousness which should 
characterize leaders and older Christians.
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“Doubletongued” or “Double Talkers”?
The term dilogos (only here in NT) 

literally means “saying the same thing 
twice.” And so it has the sense “double- 
tongued, double in speech, saying one 
thing with one person, another with an­
other (with intent to deceive)” (Thayer). 
Arndt and Gingrich suggest the transla­
tion “ insincere,” which is probably too 
general. The idea is conveyed well b y  
“ indulging in double talk” (NEB).

“Greedy of Filthy Lucre”
This is all one word in Greek, aischro- 

kerdes, occurring only here and in Titus 
1:7—in relation to a bishop there, to a dea­
con here. It means “eager for base gain” 
(Thayer) or “fond of dishonest gain” 
(A. & G .).

“Proved” or “Tested”?
The verb dokimazo (v. 10) is used for 

three stages. Basically it means “ test.” 
But it also can mean “prove” by testing 
and even “approve” as the result of being 
tested. Perhaps all three ideas are in­
cluded here.

“Use the Office of a Deacon”
Again it is one word, the verb diaconeo. 

It is from diaconos, a “ servant,” especially 
one who waits on table. So diaconeo means 
“ serve.” But in the Christian Church dia­
conos finally took on the technical conno­
tation “deacon.” So here and in verse 13 
(nowhere else in NT) the verb means 
“serve as deacons.”

“Slanderers” or “Gossips”?
The Greek is diabolous (v. 11), plural of 

diabolos, “devil.” In fact, the word is 
translated “devil” 35 out of the 38 times 
it occurs in the New Testament. It is 
rendered “ false accuser” in II Tim. 3:3 and 
Titus 2:3—both times of human beings 
who engage in slander. Perhaps the mod­
em  equivalent would be “gossips” (Good- 
speed; cf. “malicious gossips,” NASB). 
This suggests the idea that those who 
indulge in gossip or slander are doing the 
devil’s business!

“Degree” or “Standing”?
Today we think of obtaining a “degree” 

in academic circles. But the Greek word 
bathmos (v. 13; only here in NT) means 
something else. Originally meaning “step,”

it is here used for “a grade of dignity 
and wholesome influence in the church” 
(Thayer). Arndt and Gingrich say that 
the entire phrase here means “win a good 
standing (or rank) for oneself.”

“House” or “Household”?
The Greek word is oikos (v. 15), the 

common term for “house.” But since “ the 
house of God” might be taken as referring 
to the church building, it is better to use 
“household.” Oikos here means the fam­
ily, not the home.

“Ground” or “Bulwark”?
The word hedraioma (only here in NT) 

is an ecclesiastical term. It means “ a 
support,” “ bulwark.” Either of these is a 
good translation. The church is to protect 
and defend the truth.

Full Salvation

By T. Crichton Mitchell*

Texts: Exod. 12:13; 14:29; Josh. 3:17

What a wonderful word “salvation” is! 
But what an indescribable experience! 
These simple and direct Bible statements 
present the truth in three direct pictures: 
“ Under the Blood,” “Through the Sea,” 
“ Over Jordan.”

I. U nder t h e  B lo o d  (Exod. 12:13)

Here is the dark and awful picture of an 
entire nation in captivity. They had all been 
born in it. Gen. 15:13 tells us that the 
slavery of this nation would last 400 
years. This generation had been born in 
slavery. Exod. 1:1-7 shows the chronology 
of that slavery.

•Faculty, British Isles Nazarene College, Man­
chester, England.
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Then suddenly into that horrible night 
of bondage there shone a great light, and 
into the midst of a disconsolate and de­
pressed people stepped Moses, the man 
God had sent. He came with a startling 
message: Let every family take a lamb 
and kill it and sprinkle some of the blood 
on the doorposts of the house, and get 
ready to move out! For thus says the 
Lord, “The blood shall be to you for a 
token . . , and when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you . . . when I smite the land 
of Egypt.” And thus it was that a nation 
of slaves was redeemed and delivered.

It was the beginning of a new life (Exod. 
12:2). Four hundred years dropped away 
as if they had not been, and a completely 
new calendar was born. And it all de­
pended on the shedding and sprinkling of 
the blood. “ Christ our passover is sacri­
ficed for us” (I Cor. 5 :7 ) ; “Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29); cf. I Pet. 1:18-19. They 
had to remain under that sign in order to 
be spared the disaster of the unbelievers 
(Exod. 12:22).

On the golden streets of heaven all men 
hope to walk someday;

But how many are not willing to accept 
the given way?

II. T h r o u g h  t h e  S e a  (Exod. 14:29)

The blood of the lamb freed them from 
the penalty of life in Egypt. Crossing the 
sea freed them from the grip of the Egyp­
tians. It meant that the Egyptians had no 
further claim on them. Jesus breaks the 
power of cancelled sin and sets the pris­
oner free. By the redemption that is in 
Him we may be absolved from guilt and 
blame.

“Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. 
Who is he that condemneth?” (Rom. 8:33- 
34)

We too keep this glorious Passover 
“ through faith” (Heb. 11:28). The Egyptians 
tried to do the same crossing without hu­
mility and faith, and w ere drowned. There 
must be the simple, plain obedience of 
faith (Exod. 14:11-12, 22, 29). There must 
be the humility of trust in the plan and 
way of God (vv. 2-3, 10).

In Christian experience the parallel ex ­
periences are simultaneous: the deliver­
ance from the old life and the entry into 
the new; under the Blood, and through the 
sea; we are justified by faith in the re­
deeming blood of Jesus.

III. O ver J o r d a n  (J o s h . 3:17)
Canaan was their destination, and the 

good Lord had intended that they should 
go straight in.

A. It was a good land (Num. 13:26-27; 
14:7-8). So also is the land prepared for 
the believing heart (Heb. 2:9).

B. It was their land (Gen. 17:8; 26:3; 28: 
14; Exod. 3 :6 -8 ). So also is the land of per­
fect rest ours (Acts 22:32; 26:18).

C. It contained enemies that had to be 
destroyed (Exod. 3:8; Num. 13:28-29; Josh. 
3:10; 9:24). The Lord will destroy every 
enemy hindering our occupancy of the land 
of inward rest.

D. They crossed by faith (Josh. 3:5; 4: 
23-24) just as they had crossed the Red 
Sea. This they did although a  whole gen­
eration had “entered not in because of un­
belief” (Heb. 4:1, 6, 11).

Here is the familiar story again. It has 
been a lifeline to repentant sinners seek­
ing forgiveness, to weary Christians 
seeking the inward rest of faith.

Notv, O my Joshua, bring me in!
Cast out my foe, the inward sin;
The carnal mind rem ove . . .
Give me the full strength of love to 

prove;
Let all my quickened heart be love,
My spotless life be praise.

— C h a r l e s  W e s l e y

His Grace Given

T e x t : I Cor. 1:4-9, NEB

“I am always thanking God for you. I 
thank him for his grace given  to you in 
Christ Jesus. I thank him for all the en­
richment that has come to you in Christ. 
You possess full knowledge and you can 
give full expression to it, because in you 
the evidence for the truth of Christ has 
found confirmation. There is indeed no 
single gift you lack, while you wait expec­
tantly for our Lord Jesus Christ to reveal 
himself. He will keep you firm to the end, 
without reproach on the day of our Lord 
Jesus. It is God himself who called you 
to share in the life of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and God keeps faith.”
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I n t r o d u c t io n : What the city of Corinth 
was we know—a new town, a boom town, 
the shop window and the cesspool of the 
world, a city of wordless wealth and un­
imaginable poverty, of temples and pros­
titutes. If any city of the world provided 
Christians with the opportunity of living 
a holy life in an unholy environment, Co­
rinth was that place. To this city Paul had 
gone with a “mouth full of spoken wind” 
called “ the Good News,” and the power of 
the Holy Ghost. And in this city God 
lifted human wrecks, defeated and defiled, 
and made saints of them, cleaned them up, 
and put triumph into their souls. And now 
as Paul writes to recall them to their 
foundations, he writes with a heart that 
glows and a mind that almost dances a 
reel at the memory of the amazing thing 
God has done (text).

I. E n r ic h m e n t —“All the enrichment”
There is nothing so real as the riches 

of His grace. Who will set a price on for­
giveness? On peace of soul? On holiness 
of heart? On purity of life? Who will 
weigh the worth of divine resources for 
life’s mastery? ALL is offered in Christ. 
Every man may strike it rich in Christ.

II. E x p r e s s io n —“You possess full knowl­
edge and you can give full expression to it.”

Phillips renders it: “He has enriched 
your whole life, from the words on your 
lips to the understanding in your hearts.” 
The most marvelous theme in all the 
world is the transforming grace of God in 
Christ that has reached our hearts and 
loosened our tongues.

What we have felt and seen 
With confidence we tell;

And publish to the sons of men 
The signs infallible.

III. E viden ce—“In y o u  the evidence”
That’s modern enough! Evidence—proof! 

If it was evidence for hardheaded, market- 
minded Corinth, where men found it hard 
to believe that the gospel was all that Paul 
had it cracked up to be, you  are the evi­
dence. (Voltaire, the atheist, once said, “ I 
once met Fletcher of Madeley.” ) It is true 
also to say that in you is the evidence. 
Grace gives new dimensions to the fac­
ulties of the soul.

IV. E ag er n ess—“There is indeed no sin­
gle gift you lack.” Or, “You have been

eager to receive his gifts” (Phillips). Ea­
gerness for more of God, more of grace, 
more service, more worship.

More about Jesus would I know,
More of His grace TO o t h e r s  s h o w .

New Testament faith has its seed in 
itself.

V. E x p e c t a n c y —“While you wait expec­
tantly for our Lord Jesus Christ”

Nothing is more understandable than 
that men and women whose lives have 
been transformed should eagerly await the 
advent of the Transformer. He had said 
he would cleanse them—He did. He said 
He would give rest—He did. He said He 
would be with His people—He is. He said 
He would return—He will!

VI. E s t a b l is h in g — “He will keep you firm 
to the end.”

His grace given includes the establish­
ing grace. It is not His intention that we 
should be unstable, inconstant, wobbly. 
There is the establishing grace of God to 
root out every cause of inconstancy and 
establish the heart in love. “ I may trimble 
on the rock,” said the Negro preacher, “but 
the Rock, it no trimble under me.”

VII. E n c o u r a g e m e n t— “ It is God . . . and 
God keeps faith.”

God is faithful. Once in a while we have 
a power failure in the electric system—we 
press the buttons, pull the switches, 
throw the levers, but nothing happens. 
Suppose God’s power should fail—j u s t  
for a split second! What kind of world 
would it be? BUT IT WON’T. God is 
faithful.

T. C r ic h t o n  M it c h e l l

One New Testament Stop

S c r ip t u r e : Gen. 19:15-26

T e x t : Luke 17:32

Here is a warning word from Jesus 
Christ—a red light on the highway of con­
temporary life.

I. STOP!—if you have the idea that hu­
man relationships may save you (Lot’s 
wife; c.f. Gen. 19:15-16).
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II. STOP!—if you have the idea that per­
haps you can save yourself (cf. v. 16).

III. STOP!—if you are caught between the 
call of God and the pull of the world. D i­
vided affections may be fatal. This woman 
was out of Sodom, but Sodom was not out 
of her.

IV. STOP!—because to continue is to 
presume on grace (cf. vv. 17, 26).

Remember Lot’s wife! In her case each 
one of these ideas exerted deadly power.

T. C r ic h t o n  M it c h e l l

Baby-Day Message

S c r ip t u r e : Luke 1:35-37

T e x t : For with God nothing shall be im­
possible (Luke 1:37).

In t r o d u c t io n : There is no experience 
more profoundly gratifying and at the same 
time more awesome than to have your own 
newborn child handed to you. The amaz­
ing trust of God that, after creating man 
an adult, He should trust us to bring the 
succeeding adult to a maturity acceptable 
to Him! As if it were not enough to dem­
onstrate His trust of us and our trust­
worthiness over the constant process of 
procreation, He sent His Son—His own 
Jesus Christ—to be born, to be loved, to 
be caressed, and to be reared by parents 
who loved and served God! What a con­
summate faith in His design of parent­
hood!

I. G od ’s  F a it h  in  th e  P r o c e ss .

A ll of God’s system of creation is beau­
tiful and wonderful to observe and under­
stand, but we are more than wheels or 
animals—we are persons. God formed an 
Adam and an Eve—persons—whom He 
then trusted to begin the formation of 
personalities in a family. He trusted Mary 
and Joseph—persons—to rear Jesus. He 
trusts us—individuals—to mold and form 
and enjoy these beautiful babies that are 
so much a part of us.

A. He gave Christ into Mary’s body to 
be formed.

B. He gave Christ into Mary’s and Jo­
seph’s hands to enjoy and discipline.

C. He gave Christ into their lives to 
mold, as well as to be molded. There are 
few things in life that influence our values 
and our behavior as much as adding a 
child to our lives. Parents whose main 
concern has been self-indulgence change 
whole life patterns to establish the right 
environment for morality, for admirable 
personality development, and just to turn 
out “ likable kids.”

II. T h e  P o t e n t ia l  Is S a f e .

Most amazingly, the possibilities hidden 
in a soft bundle that is already someone 
special are fantastic. But God considers 
them safe—safe if we walk with Him, lis­
ten to Him, obey Him, and love Him as our 
God and our Friend.

A. We must keep the lines of communi­
cation open to Him.

B. We must know His Word.
C. We must bring our babies to the 

house of God, and there learn again and 
again what God has in store for them, 
what He can make of them.

1. Mary brought Jesus to the Temple 
and Simeon held Him up to God—thanked 
God for the promise in that Child (Luke 
2:25-38).

2. And Anna, too, saw fulfillment in Je­
sus.

3. Mary had her dream reinforced.

III. T h e  P rod u ct  o f  t h e  P a s t  H a s  B een  
B o th  W o n d e r fu l  S u c cess an d  A b y s m a l  F a i l ­
u r e .

Babies by the million have walked a few 
years of history. But the great ones have 
been worth it all. The common ones are 
not common to God or to those who bore 
them. To have been, and to have been 
loved, is enough. Only God knows what 
the potential in your arms will become. 
Only He knows what they will allow Him 
to make of them.

A. But we know He gave them to us.
B. We know He trusts us.
C. We know He planned it this way.
D. We have peace of mind in that God 

has faith in us.
E. And we have faith in Him—“For with 

God nothing shall be impossible.” He has 
proven it—oh, what He accomplished in 
Jesus!
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C o n c l u s io n : When we hold a baby, we 
hold the genius of God’s creation. We 
must be worthy. We must depend upon 
God to guide us. We must bring these 
babies to Christ and to Christ’s bride— 
the Church. Then she will help us rear 
them, mold them in the love of God.

M e l t o n  W ie n e c k e

IDEAS
HAT W O R K

How to Review 
the Pastor's Salary

R eview ing the pastor’s salary is som e­
times a ticklish su b ject to bring before  
the church  board. Som e boards request 
the pastor to leave the m eeting o f w hich  
he is in charge w hile they discuss his 
needs.

B efore I entered the m inistry, I 
w orked  for  d ifferent com panies and, 
upon applying fo r  the position, was told 
w hat hours I was to w ork  and the w ages 
I w as to receive. W hen a church  calls a 
pastor fo r  the first time, the church 
board, through the district superinten­
dent, tells him  what they w ill pay and 
any fringe benefits possible.

It becam e m y  po licy  that, after the 
first year at the church, I m ade this a 
regular item o f business on  the agenda 
the last m onth o f the statistical year, 
explaining to the church  board  that this 
was routine business and needed to be 
cared fo r  annually— or sem iannually if 
they desired. I have n ever had one 
church  board  refuse to fo llow  such p ro ­
cedure, and the outcom e was acceptable 
■—w hether they left the salary the same 
or  gave their pastor a raise. (In  m ost 
cases it has netted m e a raise in  salary 
each year.) I believe if ou r pastors 
w ould  use this procedu re there need be 
no em barrassm ent, and m ost church  
boards like to share their incom e in ­
creases w ith  their shepherd o f the flock.

W. D. H u f f m a n  
N ew  L en ox , 111.

Using Daily Work Slips;
I consider “ organization”  to be the 

key  to efficien t operation  in any realm , 
from  the w om an ’s housew ork  to run ­
ning a corporation . It is o f vital im ­
portance in the w ork  o f the church  to 
know  w here you  are going, and what 
you  expect to accom plish  T O D A Y . The 
reason m any things d on ’t get done is b e ­
cause w e d on ’t P L A N  to do them.

I have fou nd  the fo llow in g  “ TH IN G S 
I G O T T A  D O  T O D A Y ” a great help in 
planning and getting things done. The 
printer w h o does ou r w eek ly  new sletter 
printed up several pads fo r  m e “ gratis.” 
H e thought he w as playing som e kind of 
jok e  b y  putting P R A Y  on the first line, 
but I like it!

It is surprising h ow  m uch  m ore you  
get done if y ou  w rite  it d ow n  and then 
system atically  check  the item s o ff  as 
you  do them. U n ch ecked  item s reveal 
y ou r  w eak areas too.

T H IN G S  I GOTTA DO 
TODAY

D a te___  _______________

1. P R A Y

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. ______  _

R O G E R  M . W I L L I A M S ,  Pas tor

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
Norman, Okla.
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IT  W ORKS T H IS  WAY

Fairest Lord Jesus
No. 426, Praise and Worship Hymnal

This song is from  a seven teen th -cen ­
tury Germ an fo lk  song w hich  was trans­
lated and published in A m erica  in 1850 
by R ichard Storrs W illis. D esignated 
as a “m arching song o f the o u t -o f -  
doors,”  and often  called “ The Crusaders’ 
Hymn,” it is very  probable  that the song 
was sung by  G erm an pilgrim s on  their 
way to Jerusalem  around 1677.

P rofessor R ichard Storrs W illis (1819- 
1900), born  in Boston, w as the son of the 
founder o f  the Y ou th ’s Com panion. He 
was educated at Y ale, spent som e tim e 
in G erm any, and after his return taught 
colloquial G erm an to Y ale students. H e 
went into journalism  and edited the 
M usical Tim es, later the M usical W orld. 
He also w rote  book s on the subject of 
church music, and one about his friend 
M endelssohn, w hom  he m et w hile in 
Germ any.

The English translation closely  fo llow s 
the G erm an original. W illis arranged 
the tune in 1850 from  a Silesian fo lk  
song w hich  appeared in 1842 in a co lle c ­
tion of fo lk  songs. T he editor w rote that 
it w ould  be im possible to determ ine how  
far back  the lovely  m elod y  goes. It is 
sung by  all classes and all ages. Franz 
Liszt m akes large use of the tune in his 
oratorio St. Elizabeth.

This hym n of adoration is particularly 
fitting for  the Easter season.

BARRELBULLETIN

B egin  the day w ith  friendliness;
K e ep  frien d ly  all day long.

K e ep  in you r  soul a frien dly  thought. 
In you r  heart a frien d ly  song.

H ave in y ou r  mind a w ord  of ch eer  
F or all ivho com e you r  way.

A n d  th ey  w ill g reet you , too, in turn  
A nd uiish you  a happy day.

— Selected

The m ore you  give, the m ore you  get; 
The m ore you  laugh, the less y ou  fr et ; 
The m ore you  do unselfishly,
The m ore you  live abundantly;
The m ore o f everyth in g  y ou  share,
The m ore y o u ’ ll alw ays have to spare; 
The m ore y ou  love, the m ore you ’ ll find  
That life is good  and friends are kind; 
F or on ly w hat you  give away 
Enriches you  from  day to day.

S e le c t e d

The brook would lose its song if you 
removed the rocks.

It takes great listening as well as great 
preaching to make a great sermon.

The television industry . . .  is giving 
the A m erican  public a v iew  o f v iolence, 
sadism and sex  right in our living room s 
. . . M otion  pictures are being televised 
that on ly art theaters w ould  show  a few  
m onths ago. This departure o f the tele­
vision industry from  the accepted code 
and custom s of the past poses a serious 
m oral problem  for  the Christian. Y et 
thousands of Christian parents are 
caught up in a dilemma, finding them ­
selves and their children feeding upon 
the v iolen ce and sex  thrust right into 
their homes. It takes discipline to get up 
and turn o ff the T V  in the m idst o f a 
fascinating program . M any Christian 
parents have given  up the struggle.

— B i l l y  G r a h a m

Upland, Calif., N ew sletter

A dewdrop does the will of God as much 
as a thunderstorm.

The critic who begins with himself will 
be too busy to take on outside contracts.

* * *
The great task of the church is not only 

to get sinners into heaven, but to get saints 
out of bed.
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T H E  SUCCESS FAMILY
The father o f success is W O R K .

The m other o f success is A M BITIO N .

The eldest son is CO M M O N  SENSE.

Som e o f the older boys are P E R S E ­
V E R A N C E , H O N E S T Y ,  T H O R ­
O UG H NESS, FO RESIG H T, E N TH U ­
SIASM , and C O O PE R A TIO N .

The eldest daughter is C H A R A C T E R .

Som e o f the sisters are C H E E R FU L­
NESS, L O Y A L T Y ,  C O U R TE SY , 
CA RE, E C O N O M Y, and SIN CERITY.

The baby  is O PP O R T U N ITY .

G et acquainted w ith  the head of the 
house and you  w ill be able to get 
along w ith  the rest o f the fam ily.

— S elected

I started to pray the other day, “Heav­
enly Father, give us our daily bread.” Then 
I realized I already had food enough to 
last a week or more.

I prayed, “Help the hungry and the 
aged.” It occurred to me that the govern­
ment gives food stamps to the poor and 
social security to the aged.

My prayer turned to my health, “Grant 
healing . . .” But the drugs were already 
doing the job.

A plea for national protection seemed 
empty as I watched a mighty jet trail 
across the blue sky.

Why, I do not need God! my foolish 
mind mused . . .  if life is no more than 
food and clothes and health and safety.

J. Christy 
Rochester, Minn.

If y ou  can ’t stand solitude, m aybe you  
bore others  too.

T h ere ’s a big d ifferen ce b etw een  free  
speech  and cheap talk.

No on e can live in doubt, w hen  he has 
prayed  in faith.

BRING S O M E O N E  
W IT H  YOU SUN D A Y

I brought someone to Sunday school—  
Someone had once brought me.

This one may bring some other one. 
And then we will have three.

And if three persons each bring one, 
Then six each bring one more 

W e’ll have a dozen pupils where 
We had but one before.

Mary A lice Holden

The clock of life is wound but once, 
And 110 man has the power 

To tell just when the hands will stop, 
At late or early hour.

To lose one's wealth is sad indeed,
To lose one's health is more.

But to lose one's soul is such a loss 
That no man can restore.

Perry, Mich., News 
R. Gouthcy Jones

The Little Things Count
It is that extra  m inute y o u  take to 

g reet the stranger in the service.
It is that on e m ore call on  Saturday 

night telling the absen tee  that he was 
m issed the prev iou s Sunday.

Then th ere is that im portant 10 -m in ­
ute tim e spen t in praying fo r  you r  ow n  
soid and the souls of others.

It could be that a sm ile to a d iscour­
aged friend  ivould change his d iscour­
aged heart fo r  an entire day.

Time is w ell spen t w hen  Sunday school 
room s are g iven  a few  ex tra  m inutes of 
preparation.

A  fa th er ’s few  encouraging w ords to 
his children  o ften  enable them  to have  
the n eeded  strength  fo r  overcom ing.

Then there is the opportun ity  to xvit- 
ness in telling the ch eck ou t girl, the  
bank teller, the postal c lerk  that you  
appreciated  their services.

P erfection  is the sum  total o f trifles. 
B ut p erfection  is no trifle.

F o r r e s t  W. N a s h  
Bourbonnais, 111.
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C onducted b y  W illa rd  H. T a y lo r*

Man in Triumph

By Harold J. Darling (Grand Rapids, Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, 1969. 158 pp., 
cloth, $3.95).

The author attempts to do in this book 
what several others have attempted to do 
and what certainly needs to be done. The 
book seeks to bring a Christian perspective 
to the field of psychology, and more spe­
cifically to psychotherapy. E. Stanley Jones 
points out in the preface to this book how 
the two disciplines have been at odds with 
each other traditionally, psychology sug­
gesting, “Do what your desires demand,” 
and the Christian discipline suggesting, “Do 
what Christ demands.” The discovery is 
being made in recent times that what our 
drives demand and what Christ demands 
are really not at cross-purposes, but can 
best be understood as being in harmony 
with one another. Jones would express it, 
"When you do Christ’s will, you do your 
own deepest will.”

The nature of man, the universality of 
guilt, the springs of motivation, and the 
dynamics of wholeness are discussed in re­
lation to how various schools of thought 
would see them and how the Christian 
discipline sees t h e m .  Several theories of 
personality development, i n c l u d i n g  the 
psychoanalytic, neo-analytic, humani s t i c ,  
existentialist, and developmental, are probed 
for their approach to the basic concepts 
which are present in the Christian faith.

Dr. Darling has made a significant con­
tribution toward his goal of bringing into 
focus the moral issues of man in terms that 
can be understood by the psychologist, al­
though some of the questions remain to be 
answered. Perhaps it will yet be evident 
as he believes, that when psychology be­

* Professor of biblical theology, Nazarene The­
ological Seminary.

comes truly psychological, and Christian, 
they will meet and help each other.

J a m e s  M cG r a w

Jesus, W hy?
By Richard R. Coemmerer, Sr. (St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 1970. 93 pp., 
paper, $1.95).

This short volume has nine brief sermons 
for the Lenten season. Each one attempts to 
answer questions which relate to failures 
of Christians: “Why Aren’t We Better Dis­
ciples?” “ Why Do Our Families Crumble?” 
“Why Does Our Witness Fail?” The Pas­
sion of our Lord should humble all of us 
and drive us to ask forgiveness for our spir­
itual deficiencies. No better time exists for 
personal scrutiny and spiritual renewal than 
the Easter period.

Preachers who wish to understand Lent 
as observed by the more liturgical churches 
will find assistance in Coemmerer’s intro­
ductory chapter on biblical preaching and 
the church year as a framework for preach­
ing.

W illa r d  H. T a y l o r

Paul and His Epistles
By D. A. Hayes (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1969. 508 pp., cloth, $6.95).

Some time ago the reviewer suggested to 
the publisher that he could perform a 
worthwhile service to students of the New 
Testament by making available in print 
again this classic work on Paul’s Epistles. 
It is a joy to see it now in Baker’s “Limited 
Editions Library.”

First published in 1915, it is still one of 
the best books in the field. Beginning with 
a 50-page survey of the life and character
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of the Apostle, it goes on to a 70-page es­
say on the general nature and specific 
characteristics of the Epistles of Paul. This 
is followed by a helpful treatment of each 
of the Epistles, These are discussed in 
chronological order, beginning with the 
Thessalonian letters. (Galatians is placed 
between II Corinthians and Romans.)

D. A. Hayes received his Ph.D. from Bos­
ton University and then went to Germany 
and studied at the University of Berlin 
and Leipzig. So he does not write out of 
ignorance. W i d e  reading and careful 
thought are exhibited in this volume. Com­
bined with these is a devout appreciation 
for the divine inspiration of the Scriptures 
—a factor too often missing in contempor­
ary studies of Paul.

Obviously one will need a recent intro­
duction to the New Testament to keep him 
abreast of new developments in the field. 
But D. A. Hayes’s volume is filled with 
fresh insights and valuable material that 
will enrich the preaching of anyone who 
uses it. It could well furnish the basis for 
a series of sermons on the Epistles of Paul.

— R a l p h  E arle

The Biblical Doctrine of Heaven
By Wilbur M. Smith (Chicago: Moody Press, 
1968. 317 pp., cloth, $4.95).

For many years a teacher of Bible at 
Moody Bible Institute and Fuller Theologi­
cal Seminary, the author is now professor 
emeritus of English Bible at Trinity Evan­
gelical Divinity School.

Wilbur Smith has become known as one 
of the most widely read men in the biblical 
field. He has compiled many bibliographies. 
One of the values of the volume under re­
view is that it includes “ the only compre­
hensive bibliography in English on the sub­
ject of Heaven” (p. 289).

The introductory chapter points out the 
paucity of scholarly work in this field. After 
a look at “The Repudiation of the Idea of 
Heaven in Modern Thought” (c. 2), the 
author deals with “The Meaning of ‘Heaven’ 
and ‘Heavens’ in the Bible” (c. 3). He 
distinguishes the three heavens of Greek 
literature and finds parallel concepts in the 
Bible. With his typical love for statistics, 
he spells out the vastness of the universe 
in astronomical figures. He notes that the 
200-inch telescope has revealed almost one 
billion galaxies, averaging about 100 trillion 
stars apiece. The farthest galaxy is about 
one billion light years from the earth. A 
light year is nearly six trillion miles! Such

incomprehensible figures simply underscore 
the greatness of the infinite Creator.

The book is broken up into 14 chapters, 
besides three appendixes. The author deals 
carefully with such controversial subjects 
as “The Present Inhabitants of Heaven” 
and “The Intermediate State.” Always the 
treatment is biblically based.

Some of the topics, such as “ Occupations 
of the Redeemed in Heaven,” may seem a 
bit speculative, but even here Dr. Smith 
sticks closely to what the Bible says, or at 
least hints.

One of the most practical chapters is 
“The Possibilities of a Heavenly Life Now.” 
From his wide reading the author brings 
in many apt quotations—a valuable feature 
of the volume. In a few cases where the 
books are not available today, Dr. Smith 
quotes at length. For instance, there is one 
3-page quotation from Archbishop Leigh­
ton (about 1650). The longest quotation in 
“New Heavens and a New Earth” is from 
Adam Clarke. Dr. Smith pays this noted 
Wesleyan commentator the following com ­
pliment: “ I do not know of any work writ­
ten in the nineteenth century which gives 
such a satisfactory interpretation of these 
words of the Apostle Peter; that is, satis­
factory to us after a century of remarkable 
scientific advance, as the amazingly sug­
gestive and almost prophetic words of the 
English Biblical scholar, Dr. Adam Clarke. 
I think the entire passage is worth quoting 
as an illustration of what a man can do in 
interpreting the Word of God when abreast 
of the best thought of his day and taught 
by the Holy Spirit” (p. 231).

This volume coidd well become the 
source book for a series of rich sermons on 
heaven, a topic too often neglected today.

R a l p h  E arle

Studies in the Fourth Gospel

By Leon Morris (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1969. 374 pp., 
cloth, $8.95).

Dr. Leon Morris, principal of Ridley Col­
lege, Melbourne, Australia, is one of the 
leading New Testament scholars among 
evangelical conservatives. In addition to 
his several commentaries he has made a 
vital contribution in The Cross in the New 
Testament and The Apostolic Preaching of 
the Cross.

The title of the present volume is well 
chosen, for its six chapters are composed 
largely of somewhat unrelated material
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which first appeared in various published 
articles and lectures.

Chapter One deals with “The Relation­
ship of the Fourth Gospel to the Synop­
tics.” After surveying many resemblances, 
the author concludes "that John is inde­
pendent of the Synoptics, but that he is in 
essential agreement with them” (p. 62). In­
stead of literary dependence, it is a matter 
of “an inter-locking tradition” (p. 30). 
John’s Gospel and the Synoptic both en­
shrine a considerable amount of the same 
oral tradition (pp. 38-40).

An important topic is “History and The­
ology in the Fourth Gospel’' (c. 2). As al­
ways, Morris quotes copiously from many 
sources. By reference to a number of re­
cent books on the philosophy of history he 
shows that ancient writers were not so ob­
livious to historical accuracy as has often 
been claimed. Therefore there is no a priori 
evidence that John was careless at this 
point. He also underscores the truth that 
history consists not of fact alone, but fact 
and interpretation. All his contentions are 
bolstered with good documentary support.

A perennial question in Johannine de­
bate is: “ Was the Author of the Fourth 
Gospel an ‘Eyewitness’? ” Morris makes out 
a strong case for the affirmative, buttress­
ing his arguments by concessions, as well 
as assertions, from outstanding scholars.

Closely related to this is the chapter on 
“The Authorship of the Fourth Gospel.” 
After surveying the many and conflicting 
theories offered in modern times he comes 
to the conclusion: "On all counts it seems 
better to accept the simpler solution, that 
John the Apostle is responsible for the 
Gospel” (p. 280). He also suggests that 
“ there is nothing that demands a date later 
than a.d. 70” (p. 291).

The final chapter deals with “The Dead 
Sea Scrolls and St. John’s Gospel.” All 
scholars are agreed that the Scrolls have 
closer affinities with this Gospel than with 
any other part of the New Testament. Yet 
the differences are more striking than the 
resemblances. There is a “ tremendous gap 
between them” (p. 352). Morris stresses 
three points in closing: (1) the uniqueness 
of Christianity; (2) the Fourth Gospel is 
Palestinian; (3) the centrality of Christ. 
This chapter (the Campbell Morgan Me­
morial Lecture, 1960) is an excellent sum­
mary of the best scholarly opinion today 
on the relation of the Dead Sea Scrolls to 
Christianity. Every preacher would profit 
by having this volume.

R alph  E arle

Preachers’
FOR SALE: Preacher's Magazines, bound 
in book form, years 1930-31; years 1934 to 
March 1937 (bound); Feb. 1940 to Dec. 
1942 (bound); Works of John Wesley, 14 
vols., all like new, with jackets intact. James 
H. Lyons, 1011 W. Shaw Ct. No. 1, White­
water, Wis. 53190

FOR SALE: Nazarene Preacher’s Magazine, 
complete, excellent condition, 1926, 1927, 
1929, 1930, 1931; 1936 through 1950. S. Ells­
worth Nothstine, Rte. 4, Box 405, Florence,
S.C. 29501

Items for this Exchange may be either WANT­
ED or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old 
periodicals and out-of-print books. All response 
should be directly with the advertiser and not 
with this o ffice or the Nazarene Publishing 
House. We are glad to render this free service 
on these terms.

CALENDAR DIGEST

APRIL—

NWMS Reading and Study
12 National Christian College

Day
1!) Cradle Roll Campaign 

M A Y—

:t Cradle Roll Sunday 
10 Mother's Day

National Family Week 
17 Pentecost Sunday
30 Memorial Day
31 VBS Sunday

JUNE—
NWMS Prayer and Fasting 

Emphasis
21 Father’s Day
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The Evangelist's Lament

By G. Franklin Allee*

He’s reckoned a gospel vagabond 
As he wanders through the land,

With a Bible in his pocket 
And a suitcase in his hand.

From church to church he travels,
And varied are the ways 

By which the Lord doth lead him 
Through all his restless days.

The Bible is his sure Guidebook,
Where he seeks for wisdom and zeal; 

But close beside is the road map,
For his life is lived on the wheel.

There are some who see only the glamour 
Of the wandering evangelist’s slate,

As he rolls along the great freeways,
Or jets at a higher rate.

He’s not worried by huge budgets,
Ne’er faces an unhappy board.

People look to him as a prophet;
They honor him with one accord.

To his life come no sad burdens,
Such as pastors continually feel;

He’s as free as the hurrying March wind, 
As unshackled as the wheel.

Yes, there’s many a home-weary husband 
Who longs for the evangelist’s life,

With no problem of rough, noisy children, 
Far away from a nagging wife.

Ne’er dons he the blue kitchen apron,

^Evangelist and author, Moses Lake, Wash.

Nor labors with rake and with hoe; 
Leaves his family at home to wonder, 

While he is a man on the go.
Ah, yes! It must be real pleasant—

Easy days and delightfulest meals.
Just give a few memorized sermons,

Then away on those restless wheels.

Sometimes the evangelist starts thinking 
Of the years that are streaming by.

And of things he so sadly is missing.
Till his breath goes out in a sigh:

Of children who scarce ever see him;
A companion, with hair turning gray, 

Who gazes out a window, longing 
For a husband who’s always away.

At that he’s conscious of self-pity,
No pleasant thing to feel;

But a man can be real sad and homesick 
As he clings to the steering wheel.

Some men build a great fortune 
As a monument to their name;

Others hope by power and prestige 
To come to immortal fame.

Faces are shaped up in pure copper,
Of famed folk who’ve gone on before, 

As a fit symbol and marker 
Of a life that's now nothing but lore. 

But above my grave I am asking 
No stone inscribed to my zeal—

Just place there an emblem more symbolic, 
And set over my head a wheel.



AM ONG OURSELVES

One of the most important things going on this spring could 
well be the “ Missions Talk In” (p. 21). Many times a dormant 
call needs only the right contact, with the right spark, to leap into 
flame. There are potential missionary heroes and heroines among 
our youth—hundreds of them. What gets their attention will get 
them. Missions must get their attention. But if it is to be so, 
we must plan it that way. Pastor, if the World Missions staff at 
Headquarters can drive thousands of miles to help your youth 
become missions-conscious, you—  . . . “ It’s easier to win the 
father if you’ve started with the baby” (p. 25). Not a bad slogan 
—particularly since it happens to be true. (Which is more than 
we can say for some slogans.) But to return to the baby: Mel 
Wienecke has provided in this issue a good “Baby Day” sermon 
outline, as a starter for creative preachers . . .F o r  our quiz this 
month: Instead of asking each to give the seven reasons for 
reading the missionary books (p. 30), I shall ask a substitute— 
Who should read them first? . . . Maybe some churches have a 
savings account and just want to earn a little more interest (p. 
17). More interest in missions would be better . . . Ecumenical 
enthusiasm might well be cooled by the bitter and costly lesson 
learned by the British government. In order to stimulate the 
shipbuilding industry it reorganized four ailing shipbuilders into 
one large operation in Glasgow. The huge complex, employing 
14,000 people, built “ Queen Elizabeth II” ; but in the end the 
government had to foot the bill, to the tune of over 10 million 
pounds, and is still having to subsidize to keep the firm afloat. 
The business press in England commented, “ Four shipyards in 
financial trouble, when combined, do not add up to a viable 
group. All you get is one big shipyard in big trouble.” And four 
denominations with declining statistics and drooping spirits are 
not revitalized by pooling their impotence . . . Y o u  may create 
an ecumenical situation by carrying several corpses in the same 
hearse but you will not thereby produce a resurrection.

Until next month,



SECOND 
SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON 
for the 
PASTOR’S 
REMEMBRANCE 
PLAN A Small Investment with Great Benefits! From Your Pustor

We are projecting another successful 
season with three bright, fresh, new 
designs!
Developed and successfully used by 
Rev. Bill Draper, this inexpensive, 
simplified public-relations program 
with its many benefits requires an 
investment of only minutes each week. 
These lovely cards can be your answer 
to a systematic method of remember­
ing special occasions and developing 
a closer rapport with your members. 

Dignified and beautiful, they express 
your thoughts with meaning and sin­
cerity in prose, scripture, and a prayer, 
conveying appropriate Christian sen­
timents. Rich grain, pastel card stock, 
4>/2 x 53A", with matching colored 
envelope.
Greeting Cards

G-701 Birthday (“ A Birthday Prayer- 
from Your Pastor” )

G-702 Anniversary (“ An Anniversary 
Prayer-from  Your Pastor") 

G-703 Convalescence ("A Prayer in 
Time of lllness-from  “ Your 
Pastor” )

10 cards for $1.00 
(cards may be assorted)

Record Supplies

R-124 Instruction Sheet. Outlines in 
detail the procedure to follow.

FREE.
R-125 Family Record Card. Size 4 x 6”. 

Space for complete informa­
tion.

50 for $1.25; 100 for $2.00 

R-126 Church Record Date Sheet. 
Size 8>/2 x 11". Four sections 
(days) per sheet for entering 
birthdays, anniversaries, and 
other information on that day.

100 for $2.50 
R-127 Vinyl Binder. 3-ring, 10 x 11%'.

$2.00
S-537 Monthly Index Dividers-3-ring, 

black leather ta b s -fo r binder.
Set, $2.00

S-146 Record Card File Box. $2.00

NOTE: Suggested order for church of 
150 in attendance: 100 R-125; 100 
R-126; 150 G-701; 50 G-702; 50 
G-703.
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