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GUEST EDITORIAL

What Is a Call to the Ministry?**

By A. M. Hills, LL.D.

T e x t : And no man taketh this honour 
unto himself, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron  
(H ebrew s 5 :4 ).

A  young minister wrote m e some 
months ago asking me what consti­
tuted a call to the ministry. I have 
not intentionally neglected to answer 
him. But I have concluded to answer 
the same question, arising in five 
thousand other young minds, by  using 
the religious press.

I. Let it be distinctly understood 
that G od does give definite personal 
calls to the ministry. Jeremiah de­
scribes this call when only a baby 
(Jeremiah 1 :4-10). In like manner 
the prophet Ezekiel, in Ezekiel, chap­
ter two, describes his definite call to 
the w ork of prophecy.

In Acts 26:16-18, St. Paul gives a 
very detailed account of Jesus’ selec­
tion of him as His minister to the 
heathen world. Jesus told Ananias 
that Paul was “ a chosen vessel unto 
me to bear m y name before the G en­
tiles” (Acts 9 :15 ). “ I have set thee 
to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou 
shouldest be for salvation unto the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 13:47). In 
John 21:15-17 we have the last com ­
mission G od gave to Peter.

Ministers have a distinct office to 
which they are appointed by  the great 
Head of the Church, and the K ing of 
the Kingdom. “ Let a man so account

♦♦Reprint from  Herald of Holiness, August 3, 
1927. Suggested by H. H. Eggleston, Picture 
Butte, Alta., Canada.

of us, as ministers of Christ, and stew­
ards of the mysteries of G od” (I Cor­
inthians 4 :1 ) . “ N ow then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to G od” (II Corinthians 5 :20 ). A  
man would becom e the laughing­
stock of the world who should assume 
the office of being an ambassador to 
a foreign court without being appoint­
ed by his government. Titus was 
bidden to make full proof of his min­
istry as if something had been en­
trusted to him to use wisely. B y the 
mouth of Jeremiah God said, “ I will 
give you pastors according to mine 
heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding”  (Jere­
miah 3 :15 ). “ And I will set up shep­
herds over them which shall feed 
them” (Jeremiah 23 :4 ).

II. How, then, may one know that 
he has a call from  G od? One almost 
needs inspiration himself to answer 
such a question wisely. May God 
guide us in what we write.

1. W e suggest, then, that God is 
still able to make a divine impression 
upon the minds which is as plain and 
distinct as was the audible voice heard 
by Samuel or Saul. That is probably 
the beginning of the divine call. W e 
know a child, now twelve years of 
age, studying to be a missionary. She 
has felt that impression ever since she 
was three years old, that God wanted 
her to be a missionary to Alaska. 
W ho shall say that G od ’s Spirit has
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not spoken to her, as truly as He 
spoke to the boy Samuel?

2. W hen such an impression is ac­
companied by an intense desire to 
win souls, and sensible efforts put 
forth to win them, it suggests to any 
observant Christian mind that it is of 
the Lord. It was said of Alleine that 
“ he was infinitely and insatiably 
greedy of the conversion of souls.” 
W hen he might have had a fellowship 
in his university, he preferred a chap­
laincy because he could then be di­
rectly engaged in fishing for men. 
Spurgeon, addressing his students, 
quotes a minister, giving this advice: 
“ Do not enter the ministry if you can 
help it.”  He added, “ If any student 
in this room  could be content to be a 
newspaper editor, or a grocer, or a 
farmer, or a doctor, or a lawyer, or 
a senator, or a king, in the name of 
heaven and earth let him go his way; 
he is not the man in whom  dwells the 
Spirit of God in its fullness; for a man 
so filled with God would utterly 
weary of any pursuit but that for 
which his inmost soul pants. But if, 
on the other hand, you can say that 
for all the wealth of both the Indies 
you could not and dare not espouse 
any other calling so as to be put aside 
from  preaching the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, then, depend upon it, if other 
things be equally satisfactory, you 
have the signs of this apostleship.”

One really called of God ought to 
feel, and is likely to feel, “ W oe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel!” Jere­
miah said, “ If I say, I will not make 
mention of the Lord nor speak any 
more in His name, then there is in my 
heart, as it were, a burning fire shut 
up in my bones, and I am weary with 
forbearing, and I cannot contain” 
(Jeremiah 20 :9 ). If we undertake 
the ministry without some such 
spirit, the oppositions and self-denials 
and trials and disappointments nat­

ural to the w ork  will break the spirit 
and ruin the life.

But with such an assurance of being 
called of God, as every minister 
should have, then he can laugh at 
trials and smile at difficulties, and 
leave seeming failures and defeats 
with Him whose are the allotments of 
men, whether of success or failure.

3. W ith all this he who is called 
should be “ apt to teach”  (II Tim othy 
2 :24 ). God does not certainly call a 
soldier to battle without giving him 
some weapons, and ability for the use 
of them. He can certainly have 
“ righteousness, and peace, and joy  in 
the H oly Ghost.” A nd “ he that in 
these things serveth Christ is accept­
able to God, and approved of m en” 
(Rom ans 14:17, 18). There will be 
at least a modest measure of the 
necessary gifts for the w ork  of the 
ministry, which G od ’s other children 
will be keen enough to discern.

There may not be great success at 
the beginning. Some of the greatest 
preachers did not have a promising 
start. The great R obert Hall broke 
down altogether three times, and 
cried, “ If this does not hum ble me, 
nothing will.”  Some of the w orld ’s 
most successful orators did not at 
first give promise of their com ing 
greatness. Demosthenes, the greatest 
of ancient orators, was hissed off the 
platform at his first appearance. His 
voice was weak and harsh, but he 
determined to be heard, and won at 
last the crown. Even Cicero at first 
suffered from  a weak voice and a 
difficulty of utterance.

The famous Jew, Disraeli, stood for 
parliament five times, and at last won 
his seat. W hen he first attempted to 
speak in the Commons he was 
laughed from  the floor. But he sat 
down saying amidst shouts o f deri­
sion, “ Y ou  will listen to me yet” ; and 
they did, when, as prim e minister of 
England, he arbitrated the destinies
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of Europe and crowned Victoria em ­
press of India.

Probably a man should not think 
it absolutely settled that he is called 
to preach until he has proved to him­
self and to others that he can preach. 
The called man will find himself en­
dowed with a degree of speaking 
ability which he can cultivate and 
increase. “ If the gift o f utterance be 
not there in a measure at the first,” 
said Spurgeon, “ it is not likely that 
it will ever be developed.”

4. God is likely to make it known 
to other godly souls if one is called to 
the ministry. Those who live with 
God will have a spirit of discernment 
which will not be mistaken. Human 
judgment, of course, is not infallible. 
Some one individual, how ever pious, 
owing to some personal element, may 
be mistaken in an individual case, 
like the godly matron who tried 
earnestly to discourge Charles Spur­
geon from  entering the ministry. But 
the voice of many godly persons of 
wider experience was heard on the 
other side and prevailed.

Spurgeon records the fact that the 
ministerial students in his school sel­
dom, if ever, were w rong in their 
estimate of a fellow  student. Meeting 
each other in every kind of circum ­
stance, they form ed a concensus of 
opinion which was not lightly to be 
set aside.

Spurgeon adds: “ M ore than apt­
ness to teach and to speak well is 
needed. Sound judgm ent and solid 
experience must instruct you; gentle 
manners and loving affections must 
sway you; firmness and courage must 
be manifest; and tenderness and 
sympathy must not be lacking. Gifts 
administrative in ruling well will be 
as requisite as gifts instructive in 
teaching well. Y ou  must be fitted to 
lead, prepared to endure, and able to 
persevere.”

5. Another, and perhaps the final, 
proof of a man’s call, is his fruitful­
ness in soul winning. It may not 
appear in the first sermon or the 
tenth, but it will soon be manifest 
that God has indeed called him to win 
men.

Here Spurgeon speaks impressive­
ly: “ It seems to me that as a man to 
be set apart to the ministry, his com ­
mission is without seals until souls 
are won by his instrumentality. . . . 
It is a m arvel to me how  men con­
tinue at ease preaching year after 
year without conversions. How are 
they sent of God who bring no men 
to G od? Prophets whose words are 
powerless, sowers whose seed all 
withers, fishers who take no fish, 
soldiers who give no wounds— are 
these G od ’s m en? Surely it were 
better to be a mud-raker or a 
chimney-sweep, than to stand in the 
ministry as an utterly barren tree. 
The meanest occupation confers some 
benefit upon mankind, but the 
wretched man who occupies a pulpit 
and never glorifies his God by con­
versions is a blank, a blot, an eyesore, 
a mischief. He is not worth the salt 
he eats, much less his bread; and if 
he writes to newspapers to complain 
of the smallness of his salary, his 
conscience, if he has any, might well 
reply, ‘And what you have is un­
deserved.’ Brethren, if the Lord gives 
you no zeal for souls, keep to the lap- 
stone or the trowel, but avoid the 
pulpit as you value your heart’s 
peace, and your future salvation.”

6. God inhabits His Church, and 
the Church whose Head is Christ will 
usually hear from  the skies. Some 
church will open its pulpit to the 
messenger whom  God has called to 
fill it. A  God-called man need not 
impatiently bom bard the door of some 
desirable church. “ He that believeth 
shall not make haste.” He will dili­
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gently spend the time preparing him­
self in mind and heart, and get a mes­
sage from  heaven that the world 
needs. The providence of G od will 
then open the way for its delivery.

There is no higher, nobler, more 
important calling than the ministry. 
It demands full-grown, all-around,

well-equipped men with the elements 
of success in any calling. The time 
is past when a man should conclude 
that he is called to preach because he 
has failed in everything else. Jesus 
needs and deserves the very best men 
to be His ambassadors in the hostile 
courts of a w icked world.

the EDITOR

VI. The History of Worship'1

\ 1 7 7 e  n o t e d  l a s t  m o n t h  some of the 
”  features of the worship of the 

New Testament Church. W hile we 
cannot say with full certainty what 
the pattern of worship was, we can 
from  the limited data that is available 
reconstruct the general principles of 
New Testament worship, with some 
degree of accuracy.

M oving from  this period, w e step 
with seven-league boots across the 
centuries. To attempt to spot details 
and specific dates would involve us in 
minutiae which would defeat our pur­
pose in this study. But it is valuable 
for us to note the sweep of the pat­
terns of worship and to see some of 
the trends which characterized the 
history of worship in the Church, 
thinking at the moment of that period 
from  the apostolic times to the R efor­
mation.

The first century following the 
death of Christ saw a remarkable 
growth and development in the newly 
born Church, and with this growth

♦The writer is indebted to the following books 
for this brief survey:

Thomas Harris, Christian Public Worship 
Charles Heimsath, Genius o f Public Worship 
Ilion Jones, History o f Evangelical Worship

and developm ent changes in its ap­
proach to worship becam e apparent. 
By the close of the first century a .d . 
it was quite apparent that the 
Church’s worship had becom e dis­
tinctively its own, and whatever sim­
ilarities had existed between it and 
the worship of Judaism were slipping 
away. M ore and m ore converts were 
being made outside o f Judaism, in the 
gentile and pagan world. M ore and 
m ore the Church found itself in this 
gentile setting and was called upon to 
make its worship relevant to those 
who have had little religious back­
ground. A longside of this, the Church 
was faced with severe persecution 
from  the outside. This meant that to 
survive it must provide a cohesive 
force for its adherents; hence the 
Church increasingly becam e a center 
for fellowship and mutual strength.

With this sense of close fellowship 
there developed a sacramental idea 
in connection with the L ord ’s Supper. 
B y now the observance had lost most 
of its association with the return of 
the Lord and almost entirely its social 
aspect as a com mon meal. W hile the 
L ord ’s Supper was still a service of 
sacrifice, praise, and thanksgiving, the
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Christians conceived G od as hallow­
ing the gift, so that the bread and 
wine were no longer common. The 
seeds were planted within these first 
two centuries for the idea later basic 
in the Roman concept that these ele­
ments were the “ medicine of immor­
tality.”

T h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  E m p i r e

It has long been a disputed question 
whether or not Em peror Constantine 
did the Church a favor when he made 
it the state church. But this m uch is 
true, when the Church came into 
favor with the rulers and Chris­
tianity was made the “ official”  reli­
gion, many changes took place in the 
structure of the faith and in the prac­
tices of worship. Once the pressure 
of persecution was lifted, the forces 
within the Church had free play and 
the Church was faced with a myriad 
of heresies. As a result, the worship 
services felt the sting of theological 
controversy, and theology became a 
part of the preaching and teaching of 
the Church.

Beside this, with the general pop­
ularization of Christianity there was 
injected the pressure of influence 
from the government. The emperors 
not only made suggestions as to the 
government o f the Church but were 
largely responsible for the great in­
flux of “ unw orthy” members, m em­
bers who were not at heart Christian. 
Suddenly the Church found itself 
with the herculean task of assimilating 
“ converts”  who were unprepared and 
in some cases unwilling to accept the 
precepts and responsibilities of the 
Christian faith.

During this period there are sev­
eral significant changes which ap­
peared in the patterns o f worship, 
changes which w ere to influence the 
Church for all time.

This influx of unconverted church 
members lowered the m oral average

of the churches, resulting in an in­
creased sense of sin and imperfection. 
The political calamities which hit the 
empire added to this sense of corpor­
ate guilt. Because of this, the worship 
services became permeated by an 
awareness of sin and began to take 
on the aspect of “ confession”  of sin, 
resulting in a hope for propitiation in 
the observance of the Lord ’s Supper. 
The atmosphere of elaborate places of 
worship, com bined with the pressures 
of theological controversies, caused 
the leaders of worship to mumble 
their speech, and less meaningful 
services to the individual worshipers 
resulted.

A  second change which arose had to 
do with the Church’s viewpoint with 
respect to Christ. There grew up an 
emphasis on Christ’s presence on 
earth here and now as the idea of His 
soon return faded. With this grew 
the idea that the saints embodied 
Christ’s virtues and shared His ex­
ample. Hence there came into ex­
istence an emphasis on the importance 
of the saints in worship, even to their 
merits and their pow er to answer 
prayer. This formalization of religion 
gave rise to asceticism. Small groups 
of Christians would gather apart from  
the Church, read a scripture, sing 
some songs, and pray. These meet­
ings were held without the Lord ’s 
Supper and became a requirement for 
the clergy. Out of these arose a reg­
ular type of public worship service 
apart from  the observance of the 
L ord ’s Supper. From  these “ prayer 
meetings” developed the “ canonical 
hours” of medieval Christendom and 
ultimately the “ preaching service”  of 
the Reform ed church.

The third great influence of this 
period had to do with the influx of 
many pagan ideas into the Church, 
brought in by  the great host of non- 
Christian pagans who were made a 
part of the Church.
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T h e  M e d i e v a l  C h u r c h

W e can best get at the worship pat­
tern of this period of the Church by 
noting briefly the philosophies of 
worship of the two branches of the 
Church which had com e into being, 
the East and the West. The East, of 
course, is represented by the Greek 
Orthodox church; the West is repre­
sented by the Roman Catholic church.

The Eastern church, related as it 
was geographically and nationally to 
the Oriental world, and dealing with 
hordes of illiterate people, picked up 
and built upon the majestic features 
of Christian worship. Its emphasis 
is on praise and worship to God. 
The Eastern service is a pageant in 
which the drama of the majesty of 
God is unfolded and the journey of 
God from  heaven to earth and the 
journey of man from  earth to heaven 
are accomplished. Sym bolism is par­
amount; the people participate very 
little and the services are long and 
drawn out with many and varied 
responses. The Eastern theology 
stresses the Incarnation and its focal 
point is Bethlehem. It is taken 
largely from  St. John with special 
emphasis on the prologue in chapter 
one. Their worship is mystical and 
imaginative, seeking to assist the w or­
shipers to find release from  this world 
through the promise of eternal life.

The Western idea of worship varies 
somewhat from  that of the East. The 
Romans sought to find ways to make 
Christianity meet individual needs. 
But in it all the liturgy of the Mass 
stood forth as important— not as a 
congregational act, as in the Early 
Church, but one which the people ob­

served. Corporate worship ceased to 
be motivated by  the congregation. 
Western worship in contrast to that 
of the East is the drama of the Great 
Sacrifice. The W est stresses the 
atonement with the focal point as 
Calvary. The theology of the W est is 
Pauline and finds its expression in 
the Epistles. The worship of the 
W est is precise and practical; the 
prayers are definite in their petitions; 
the goal of worship being release from  
sin.

Hence we see that the worship pre­
dominant in Europe on the eve of the 
Reform ation was elaborate and orna­
mental. The central part of the serv­
ice was the offering again of the Sacri­
fice of Christ, in the Mass, for the sins 
of the people. The fact that the peo­
ple felt the Mass to be propitiatory 
led to all sorts of abuses. The gath­
ered worshipers becam e mere spec­
tators and the meaning of the worship 
less and less significant to the lives of 
the individual Christians.

The time was ripe for a break with 
this sort of worship. The sincere 
Christian heart, which w ould not be 
satisfied with less than reality and a 
true expression of spiritual worship, 
cried out against this formality and 
unreality. A  spirit of protest, which 
had shown in one form  or another 
over the years, began to gather force, 
which eventually did bring about a 
break with the religious hierarchy of 
form  and cerem ony. This was known 
in Christian history as the Reform a­
tion. It was, among other things, an 
attempt to make worship relevant to 
the individual and distinctly Christian 
in its character.

H e l p

The best place to find a helping hand is at the end of your arm.
— Sunshine
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The Preaching of Paul Scherer

By Jam es M cGraw*

“ If you ever want to set anybody on 
fire, you will have to burn a little 
yourself.”

This was the advice given to the 
students of Yale in 1943 as they lis­
tened to the visiting minister deliver 
the Lyman Beecher Lectures. These 
lectures were to be considered in the 
opinions of many of the students, the 
faculty, and the alumni as one of 
the outstanding series in the historic 
succession of lecturers which includes 
such names as Brooks, Beecher, 
Horne, Tittle, and Buttrick. This was 
a man whose pulpit ministry has set 
hundreds of listeners “ on fire,” per­
haps because they sensed here was a 
man who “ burned a little him self”  as 
he preached the W ord. This was a 
pastor, author, churchman, preacher 
—Paul E. Scherer.

Scherer’s lectures, published by 
Harper and Brothers in 1944 under 
the title For W e Have This Treasure, 
have becom e a standard work among 
students of homiletics who are seeking 
not only for skills and understandings 
in the science of preaching, but also 
for the secret of pow er in preaching, 
which is found in what Scherer calls 
“ the stamp of Jesus” upon the preach­
er’s own soul.

Born in the village of Mount Holly 
Springs, Pennsylvania, in 1892, Paul 
Ehrman Scherer was to becom e the 
fifth generation in a long line of 
clergym en in America.

Scherer cannot recall the exact date 
of his conversion, but he recalls the

♦Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary. 

June, 1960

time of his call to the ministry. It 
came at the time of his graduation 
with the master’s degree from  the 
college of Charleston, North Carolina. 
He went immediately then to Mount 
A iry  Theological Seminary in Phila­
delphia, where he received the bach­
elor of divinity degree in 1916, and 
remained as a fellow  until the spring 
of 1918.

He recalls his first sermon, which 
was preached in his father’s church, 
St. Andrews, in Charleston. The ser­
mon was titled “ Abba, Father.”

Ordained a minister in the Lutheran 
church in 1916, he served as an assist­
ant pastor of the Holy Trinity Luth­
eran Church in Buffalo, New York, 
for one year. Then followed his mar­
riage to Lilie Fry Benbow, and the 
beginning of a long and fruitful pas­
torate of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of the Holy Trinity in New 
York. He served here for twenty- 
five years, until 1945. Since that time 
he has been the Brow n Professor of 
Homiletics in Union Seminary in New 
York.

Am ong his books published are 
such well-known works as W hen God 
Hides, Facts That Undergird Life, 
The Place W here Thou Standest, 
Event in Eternity, The Plight of 
Freedom , Exposition of Job, and In­
terpreter ’s Bible. He was one of the 
editors of the last named volume.

Paul Scherer is one of those rare 
preachers who preaches equally well 
to other preachers and to laymen, 
according to the Presbyterian, and his 
sermons are equally good in print and
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by hearing. Perhaps the secret of 
this phenomenon can be found in his 
method of preparation, which involves 
a huge volume of reading and a care­
ful and meticulous process of organi­
zation and writing. The result is 
usually something a layman can rec­
ognize as important and relevant, as 
well as extrem ely interesting; and the 
preacher can see in it a product of 
sermonization worthy of his deepest 
respect.

Let it not be understood, however, 
that there is anything mechanical 
about his sermons, as is sometimes 
true when homiletical perfection is 
the goal. Paul Scherer’s goals in 
preaching are certainly not so super­
ficial as could be defined by mechani­
cal form  and literary style. He has, 
as the Journal of Theology  has de­
scribed it, “ a flair for pictorial expres­
sion”  along with an active imagination, 
and as a writer he uses beautiful 
English. But his goals in preaching 
can be summarized in his own words. 
He writes, in For W e Have This 
Treasure: “ The function of preaching 
lies in no one of these three directions; 
it lies in all o f them together: ‘to 
teach and to inspire; to prove and to 
persuade; to point and com pel.’ ”

There is feeling in Paul Scherer’s 
preaching. He discusses the em o­
tional appeal of good preaching in 
one of his lectures. “ To rely on the 
emotions is demoralizing; to shun 
them is stupid and impossible,” he 
declares to the students at Yale. “ W e 
are religious with the sum total of our 
lives, or we are simply not religious!” 
To support his views concerning this, 
he quotes Christopher M orely, who 
writes of a good book what could with 
equal force be set down of a good 
sermon: “ It ought to com e like Eve 
from  somewhere near the third rib; 
there ought to be some heart beating 
in it.”  Scherer adds, “ A  sermon that

is all forehead doesn’t amount to 
m uch.”  It must be said that there is 
much forehead, but even m ore heart, 
in the sermons of Paul Scherer.

Scherer spends, he estimates, ap­
proxim ately twenty hours in prepara­
tion for each sermon he preaches. In 
addition to this, something like ten 
hours each w eek are spent in reading 
and the enrichment of the mind and 
spirit. He outlined his steps in pre­
paring a sermon in correspondence 
recently with Vernon Swim, student 
in Nazarene Theological Seminary, as 
follows: the use of periscopes (he 
hopes his sermons proceed from  the 
W o rd ) ; a careful exegesis; outline; 
write out com pletely; edit; prepare 
for delivery.

Regarding the writing of each ser­
mon as a part of the preparation to 
preach, Scherer is very emphatic in 
support of its value and necessity. “ I 
would not give a brass farthing, as a 
rule,” he writes, “ for a preacher who 
does not write out at least one sermon 
a week for the first ten or fifteen 
years of his ministry. It is a dis­
cipline that no man can afford to 
forgo. To write only the first half and 
leave the second half to God, as one 
young preacher said was his habit, 
m erely exposes you to the compliment 
that was paid him: ‘Sir,’ remarked 
his monitor, ‘I congratulate you in­
deed! Y our half is unfailingly better 
than G od ’s!’ ”

Nor does Scherer excuse those who 
claim circumstances do not allow 
them the time for adequate prepara­
tion. “ A  crude, inept, and uninformed 
preacher, with but few  acquaintances 
among the great minds of the past 
and but a poor appetite for the best 
things of the present, is not just a 
victim of heredity or the pathetic 
product of an unfortunate environ­
ment; he has had something to do 
with it him self.”
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Lest anyone should assume there is 
some special talent or skill in the 
preparation of a good sermon, Scherer 
states: “ May I . . . repeat with pro­
found conviction: that the first step 
toward a good sermon is hard work, 
the second step is m ore hard work, 
and the third still m ore.” Periods of 
intense study follow ed by times of 
relaxation, allowing the idea to grow 
and develop, follow ed by m ore study 
and concentration; this seems to be 
the form ula that has produced fer­
tility in the brain of this preacher, 
and he believes it will bring fertility 
to anyone willing to take the time and 
effort to do it.

Scherer’s ideas on the place and 
importance of a good introduction in 
a sermon will bear study. “ In any 
case and in every case,” he warns his 
students, “ be sure that the introduc­
tion is an introduction, the function 
of which is not simply to arouse in­
terest but to introduce.” As an ex­
ample of an introduction which 
aroused interest but did little else, he 
cites one university preacher w ho is 
said to have quoted as his text for a 
chapel sermon Hazael’s words to 
Elisha: “ Is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this thing?” He then 
looked up at his audience and said, 
“ Well, dog or no dog, he did it.” Not 
much else can be said for the sermon, 
since unfortunately the passage means 
no such thing, but at least it is said 
that the students listened that day. 
Scherer says, “ Perhaps it would be 
better to preach on a text that is 
really there, even though it be not so 
interesting.”

Paul Scherer believes that sermons 
should be vivid and alive. “ W hatever 
else you do,” he writes, “ when you 
get on your feet, breathe the breath 
of life into the stuff you have taken 
in your hands. Do not let it lie there 
like a lump, dead and inert. Som e­
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where in one of his prefaces, Robert 
Louis Stevenson gives as his counsel 
to every author, ‘What he cannot 
vivify, he should omit.’ ”

As an example of this quality of 
vividness in his own style of preach­
ing, take a sentence from  one of Paul 
Scherer’s sermons. “ Should you want 
an example of the sorrows of Jesus,” 
he declares, “ there you  are. He saw 
the soul of man, created for grandeur, 
taking out its glory in ridiculous little 
claims, firing its guns, feeding its 
hunger with greed and lust and a 
taste for power, improving itself 
emptier and emptier, until it brings 
down around its ears the grim ruin 
of a broken w orld.”

Scherer’s style of delivery, con­
trary to what some might expect of 
one who takes such care in writing 
his sermons in complete manuscript 
form as a necessary part of his prepa­
ration to preach, is extemporaneous. 
He never reads his sermons from  the 
manuscript. He says of his gestures 
that they are used moderately, and 
the same may be said of his use of 
sermon illustrations. He averages 
about two illustrations in each sermon 
he preaches, and his most frequent 
source for illustrative material is the 
Bible itself.

His idea of a good conclusion is one 
which challenges the mind and the 
will and leaves no doubt as to what 
the sermon’s purpose is. He wrote to 
a student, “ I am convinced that a 
sermon should leave a congregation 
with the sense that they have been 
encountered and addressed by God.” 

Doctrinal, expository, ethical, pas­
toral, evangelistic— Paul Scherer be­
lieves all types of sermons should be 
preached. Further, he believes that 
every good sermon should em body all 
these qualities if it is to be worthy of 
any degree of greatness.

W hen he was invited to lecture at
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Austin Presbyterian Seminary in 
1947, he was requested to preach 
rather than present learned and 
scholarly lectures. The ministers of 
this area had said, “ W e want to be 
fed and inspired that we may return 
with renewed strength to our work 
and to our congregations.” In reply 
to this request Dr. Scherer wrote,

“ For your com fort, may I say that I 
cannot lecture! I always preach.” 

Those who have heard him w ould 
wish to add to this that he does indeed 
always preach. He preaches like a 
man who “ burns a little,” and it is no 
w onder that many have had their 
hearts set aflame as they have lis­
tened.

Jesus Christ, God's Master Key

By Joseph T. Larson*

There are so many unlocked hearts 
and doors. There are also unlocked 
mysteries in the world, which need to 
be opened up. Jesus Christ is G od ’s 
Master Key. He knows the secrets of 
the universe and the laws of natural 
and spiritual life. He has entered 
into all the secret things of God and 
His kingdom. There are no mysteries 
to Him. He is the Solver of all 
mysteries in earthly and heavenly 
spheres. H ow much men have sought 
after the keys to all the mysteries of 
life!

As a Key, Christ is the Source of 
bread of life, water of life, and wisdom 
of life. He is the One who gives hope 
for the dying and for the despairing, 
with joy  to the sorrowful. He is the 
D oor of life (John 10:9 ). He “ is the 
way, the truth, and the life” (John 
14 :6 ). He is the K ey to all unsolved 
problems of mankind.

Millions of keys have been used by 
man to open up doors. There are 
many untouched keys, unused and 
unknown keys. Too many hearts and 
lives are locked against God and His

♦Evangelist, Denver, Colorado.
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Son, and all the realities of His king­
dom. Christ knows all hearts and the 
possibilities of opening them and 
using such lives for His eternal glory.

Christ, the K ey  to the universe. 
“ For in him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 
2: 9 ). “ And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist” (Colos­
sians 1 :17 ). Jesus Christ has the 
wisdom of the Father, knows all the 
laws of nature, all the aspirations of 
m en’s hearts, all the designs of the 
devil, all the plans of God, all the holy 
Scriptures, and all the glories of 
heaven. Nothing can be hidden from  
Him; He is G od ’s K ey  to this universe 
and in Him all things are centered.

Scientists w ould do w ell to learn of 
Him, for He has the wisdom of all 
ages in himself. K nowing Him means 
a discovery of these truths as He 
would have us know them. Christ’s 
supernatural wisdom  is above all 
natural laws and yet does not violate 
natural law. W hen w e are in touch 
with Him we are enabled to solve all 
of our problems.

Christ, the K ey  to the kingdom of 
Heaven. A lthough Christ gave to 
Peter “ . . . the keys of the kingdom
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of heaven”  (M atthew 16:19), yet He 
was back of these keys himself, for 
He could not give authority that He 
did not possess himself. Peter was 
not the first pope, nor the head of the 
first Church; Jesus was that Head. 
Peter on the Day of Pentecost used 
the keys given to him by the Lord 
and opened up to the unsaved the 
fold of the Church for entrance. This 
was the true Church ( “ the ecclesia—  
assembly of called-out ones” ) of 
which Christ was the Founder and 
Head.

For the Jews, Christ was the M es­
siah, and w ould have becom e the key 
for the Messianic kingdom  as their 
Messiah and Saviour. No unauthor­
ized man could use the keys of gospel 
testimony; but Peter declared Christ’s 
deity in Matthew 16:16-18, and be­
came a witness concerning the G od­
head and Messianic mission of Christ.

Jesus Christ, K ey  to the Davidic or 
millennial Kingdom. . . he that 
hath the key of David . . .”  (Revela­
tion 3 :7 ) . “ And the key of the house 
of David will I lay upon his shoulder; 
so he shall open, and none shall shut; 
and he shall shut, and none shall 
open. A nd I will fasten him as a nail 
in a sure place; and he shall be for a 
glorious throne to his father’s house” 
(Isaiah 22:22-23). Christ is the 
rightful Heir to D avid ’s throne. He 
shall inherit the throne as a royal 
king. A ll Messianic predictions of 
prophecy center in that hope. “ . . . the 
Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: and he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end”  (Luke 1:32-33). 
G od ’s purposes in Israel shall be re­
vealed when Christ uses the keys of 
David in establishing His millennial 
reign upon this earth. Israel now 
lives in tem porary blindness, spiritual 
darkness, and sinful unbelief, so far

as Christ is concerned. Their day of 
visitation from  God will come, when 
Christ shall appear and restore to 
them the kingdom.

Christ the K ey  to answered  
prayer. “ And whatsoever ye shall 
ask in m y name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the 
Son” (John 14:13). There is no ac­
cess to the Father except in the name 
of Christ. A sk in His name, and He 
will answer your prayers. Prayer in 
His name is based upon the blood of 
Christ, His sure m ercy, His faithful­
ness, His promises, and upon the very 
faithfulness of God. Come boldly in 
the name of Christ. “ Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you”  (Matthew 7 :7 ).

Dr. S. D. Gordon says: “ The Lord 
Jesus is still praying. He ever lives 
to pray through us. Thirty years of 
earthly living; three years of serving, 
one tremendous act of dying; nineteen 
hundred years of praying! What an 
emphasis on prayer!”  Prayer is the 
key which unlocks unlimited reser­
voirs of power, unlimited promises, 
untold blessings, holy influences, and 
the very wisdom of God for His peo­
ple.

Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress tells 
of being in Doubting Castle. He is 
threatened by Giant Despair to com ­
mit suicide. He finally found the key 
to the door, “ which went damnably 
hard,” to use his own words. He used 
the key of promise and was soon out­
side the walls of Doubting Castle, 
running on the K ing’s highway. O 
child of God! Use this key in the 
name of Christ! Such a prayer find- 
eth an answer most assuredly.

Christ, the K ey  to revival. Even 
as prayer is a key to the power of 
God, so it is to revival. Peter used 
the keys Christ gave to him and had 
such a revival at Pentecost that 3,000
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souls were saved after one sermon! 
Such a revival was based upon 
Christ’s death and resurrection, His 
manifestation of miracles and teach­
ings unsurpassed in history, and upon 
the culmination of that m odel sermon 
by Peter backed by the power of the 
H oly Spirit. It took three years to 
get a revival like that. Thousands of 
hearts have been stirred because 
Christ, the W ord, and His messengers 
fully manifested the truth of the gos­
pel. Too many revivals fail because 
of too much machinery and too little 
oil o f the H oly Spirit. Som e locked 
hearts do not respond to Christ; souls 
refuse to open to Him and accept His 
salvation. Yet God in answer to 
prayer can break through such situa­
tions. A  few  men prayed and 
preached in a large church to smaller 
groups of six, eight, and ten persons, 
and after six weeks there were sixty 
conversions and the church was 
greatly revived. Jesus Christ has 
used “ key m en”  such as Elijah, Peter, 
Paul. He has used such men as W es­
ley, John K nox, Jonathan Edwards, 
Finney, M oody, and Torrey. It is a 
blessed fact that He knows the man 
to use in every situation. As we re­
spond to His movements and let His 
Spirit lead us, results will com e “ in 
due season.”

Christ can open hearts, homes, 
communities, and entire nations to 
the gospel; He has had over nineteen 
hundred years’ experience in doing 
this.

Christ, the K ey  to the Father’s 
heart. Christ knows the Father’s 
heart; He can reveal to the needy soul 
the love of God, the glory of God, and 
the salvation that is needed. In all 
o f His ministry, Christ revealed the 
love of God, healing ministries, cast­
ing out devils, forgiving sins, bringing 
light and life with glory to m en’s lives. 
A ll this was the truest revelation of

the Father’s heart to a lost and dying 
world. “ I will give you a new heart,” 
is His promise. “ He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.” Behold 
the bursting heart of Christ upon the 
Cross, breaking for man’s sin, and 
showing only the love and rescuing 
pow er of God!

Christ, the K ey  to salvation and 
heaven. “ For he shall save his people 
from  their sins” (M atthew 1 :21 ). 
Men cannot be saved from  sin apart 
from  Christ. From  Him com e grace, 
mercy, life, and the new birth, all 
because of Calvary. Christ is the 
W ay to salvation, to forgiveness, to 
victory, and to heaven. “ I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and 
out, and find pasture” (John 10: 9 ). 
He is the D oor to salvation and also 
to heaven. Heaven is G od ’s happy 
wish for a happy eternity!

John Evans, Scotch minister, was 
seated in his study. His wife came 
and asked, “ D o you think we will 
know  each other in heaven?”

“ M y dear,” he replied, “ do you 
think we shall be bigger fools in 
heaven than we are h ere?”

Christ is preparing mansions for us 
in heaven, and us for the mansions. 
He knows what furnishings we will 
need. He is able to fit us for heaven. 
He will say, “ W ell done, good and 
faithful servant; enter thou into the 
joy  of thy L ord !”

He will present us to the Father 
in the grand march of all the re­
deemed! H eaven’s portals open, 
angels m ove at His command, and 
choirs will sing when they behold the 
abundant entrance of the saints of 
God! God and the Son shall be for­
ever glorified in His people. Only 
His key to heaven can ever gain us 
entrance there: it will be the blood 
of the Cross, the risen and living 
Christ, “ ever living to intercede for
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The Devotional Life of the Preacher ""

By Hearne W. Spruce*

Every preacher of the gospel should 
give first concern to his own personal, 
devotional life. Failure to do so is to 
do a m ajor injustice to one’s own soul, 
and to consciously thwart the only 
known means for spiritual growth. 
This failure does grave injustice to 
the gospel we preach, for in effect it 
says to those to whom  w e preach, 
“Do as I say and not as I do.”

Then too, neglect in active devoted­
ness to G od will expose the preacher 
to the temptation of concluding that, 
because he continually tells others of 
Christ, Christ is with him. Such sup­
position is taking Christ for granted; 
and the seriousness of the whole trend 
is accentuated and emphasized when 
one realizes that taking Christ for 
granted is the first step to becom ing 
professional and even Pharisaical.

Not to give first concern to one’s 
personal, devotional life is a tragedy. 
It makes the preacher a trifler. It 
makes his preaching superficial and 
his whole life shallow. There’s some­
thing telling and revealing about one’s 
being faithful to his own devotions, 
and revealing about slackness in those 
devotions.

I . I n c e n t i v e s  t o  D e v o t i o n s

N ow  that we have introduced our 
thought with a negative approach, 
let’s com e around and view  it from 
the opposite side; for actually, when 
we stop to think of it, there are many 
pow erful incentives to faithfulness in

■"Pastor, San Antonio, Texas.
**Address given at District Preachers’ Meeting.

the exercise of our own means of 
grace.

Hunger for God. W e know well 
that deep down in the heart of every 
spiritual Christian is a normal desire 
to experience an increasingly closer 
walk with God. Although the preach­
er is saved, filled with the Spirit, and 
a recipient of the peace and rest that 
the indwelling Spirit gives, he nor­
mally longs and yearns for that which 
is above and beyond anything yet 
attained in Christ. This hunger is a 
powerful incentive to faithfulness in 
personal devotions.

The Spirit’s fullness was never in­
tended to culminate in the self-repose 
o f a satisfied, passive inactivity. 
Christ’s pronouncement of blessed­
ness on those who “ hunger and thirst 
after righteousness,” coupled with 
His promise that “ they shall be 
filled,” has its counterpart in eating 
physical food. None of us has ever 
eaten enough at one sitting to do for 
a week! Though we eat to the full 
satisfying, the most of us are ready to 
eat again in from  four to eight hours.

Thirst is an incentive. W hen Jesus 
told the woman at Samaria’s well that 
w hoever w ould drink of the water 
that He should give should never 
thirst, He did not mean that there 
would never be subsequent yearning 
for the water of life, but He meant 
that with that yearning would be the 
thirst-quenching fullness constantly 
available within. This hunger, this 
thirst, this insistent, impelling yearn­
ing for a growing fellowship with 
Christ that is above and beyond any­
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thing yet attained, should be one of 
the most pow erful motivations to 
faithfulness in personal devotions.

A  persistent homesickness can be 
temporarily alleviated by a visit back 
home. But that does not guarantee 
that within a few  months’ time that 
yearning, drawing feeling w on ’t re­
turn. This strong impelling that 
would unite the bonds of human af­
fection is similar to that divine-human 
“ drawing” for that which is above and 
beyond anything yet found in Christ. 
The reason some of us preachers don ’t 
lead our people may be because we 
have been too content in the shallows.

New levels of godliness. Perhaps a 
little different angle of approach yet 
would be to suggest that as preachers 
we should ever be on the stretch to 
acquire new levels of Christlikeness—  
personal godliness. To really know 
Christ in the sense expressed in the 
Saviour’s prayer: “ This is eternal 
life, that they might know . . . Jesus 
Christ, whom  thou hast sent”  (John 
17 :3 ), is to progressively strive to­
ward new and unattained levels of 
Christlikeness— something far beyond 
the initial bestowment of grace. W e 
make the search to know Him a kind 
of explorative endeavor, a lifelong 
quest, yea, an eternal one!

Christ and the things H e gives. In 
Romans 8:32, Paul makes a tremen­
dous statement: God shall “ with him 
freely give us all things,” and it is 
these “ things”  with Christ that are 
not to be discounted as an incentive.

Several months ago we gave our 
daughter to marry a fine and hand­
some young man. A  few  years prior 
to that I had not even known the lad 
existed. Then we gave him our 
daughter. Since then we have done 
many things for him we never would 
have thought of doing otherwise. 
Because of m y daughter and son-in- 
law ’s connection with our denomina­
tional college, our attitude toward the

college is livened and helped for the 
good. Should they in the future ac­
cept an assignment in specific Chris­
tian service, our attachment to the 
pastorate, the mission field, or 
wherever they serve w ould be greatly 
strengthened. In like manner God 
has taken great interest in us for 
having given us His Son. “ He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how  shall he not 
with him freely give us all things?” 
He loved us before, but how  different 
His love now! In the bequeathing of 
Christ to us, if the “ all things”  are not 
actually received, they are assuredly 
potentially and provisionally avail­
able. Such provision should be a 
powerful motivation to faithfulness in 
personal devotions. “ A ll [things] are 
yours; and ye are Christ’s; and Christ 
is G od ’s.”

Volitional yielding. It almost goes 
without saying that the very heart of 
devotion is the purposeful yielding of 
our wills to G od ’s. The w orld is so 
much with us! The spirit of the age, 
the contem porary mood, the subtle 
expediency of our times would infil­
trate and pow erfully influence our 
lives. Doubtless every one of us has 
been tempted, like Demas, to sur­
render to that mood. Demas suc­
cum bed to the “ practical.”  His dream 
died. The w orld got him. He was 
com pletely engulfed by the secular. 
A ny time any of us shift Christ from  
the center, or let devotion to Him 
grow  lax and careless, w e are threat­
ened with spiritual decline and dis­
aster. W e must steer clear of 
carelessness in attitudes, carelessness 
in the use of our time, carelessness in 
the things we do, the places we go, 
the words we speak, and the thoughts 
we think. A ll o f us know that it takes 
purpose and resolve to so center our 
wills upon G od ’s that w e ’re safe­
guarded from  the secularizing process. 
And we know  that first attention to
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this will greatly enhance the spirit of 
true devotion.

Marginal living, a peril. W e can 
make the challenge to guard against 
marginal living a real incentive to 
devotion. W e must beware of doing 
religious duties without having our 
hearts in them: of praying perfunc­
torily, of testifying reluctantly, of 
experiencing a minimum of joy, mani­
festing a mere semblance of the peace 
that is designed to pass all under­
standing, exhibiting alarming symp­
toms of a leakage of first love. A  
challenge to guard against this deple­
tion should strongly motivate our de­
votional living. Secondary matters 
don’t have to clutter up our action 
pattern until they becom e primary. 
We don’t have to be like Martha, in 
that she had no appreciable regard 
for M ary’s superior choice. W e can 
so resolve against marginal living that 
we’ll be strongly motivated to faith­
fulness in our devotional lives.

Nourishing a living faith. The care­
ful cultivation of a rock-ribbed faith 
should tend to incite devotion. Noth­
ing tries faith like going through deep 
valleys and dark shadows. Preachers 
are peculiarly tried with that “ M on­
day morning feeling” when the anti­
climax of a secular week looms ahead. 
We look around, and look around 
again, and perfection doesn’t seem so 
perfect. As we keep on looking, the 
devine seems clouded by the human. 
Somehow Satan’s enticement to give 
up the struggle for purity, for in­
tegrity, for uprightness seems doubly 
strong. But a quick glance within, 
and a quicker glance upward, and 
about that time unconquerable faith 
comes in handy. It is the same kind 
of faith that made the spirit and bear­
ing of the towering Saviour stand high 
above every contem porary of His day. 
He had a faith that enabled Him to 
see the unseen, and for this reason He 
can succor those that are tempted.

Everyone knows it is extremely 
hard to see God at times. The noise, 
the strife, the clamor about us shut 
Him out. The lure of the secular and 
the pi-ofane is ever bidding for our 
first best. If there is anyone in the 
whole area who should keep his bear­
ings, and retain his poise and spiritual 
equilibrium, it must be the prophet 
of God. He of all others must stand 
with such sensitivity to God and spir­
itual things that his very personal life 
and being are a competent guide to 
life ’s true goal posts. W e have to 
have skills as ministers if we are suc­
cessful: organize, advertise, promote, 
plan, execute those plans; but first of 
all we must be men of spiritual devo­
tion. While we give first attention to 
prayer, meditation, Bible reading, 
reading, fasting, etc., we must also 
m ajor on godliness, charity, brotherly 
kindness, faith, purity, and patience, 
ever yearning for a closer walk with 
God, ever valiant in our fight against 
a sickly, halfhearted Christianity—  
within!

II. R e w a r d s  a n d  B e n e f i t s

It seems that this meditation on the 
devotional life of the preacher would 
be incomplete and sadly lacking un­
less we noticed a few  of the rewards 
and benefits resulting therefrom.

E ffective 'preaching. One of the 
inevitable fruits is effectiveness in our 
preaching. Many of us may never be 
able to qualify as polished and edu­
cated preachers, but there is not one 
of us but who can be well informed. 
W e can know the truth, and we can 
give it to others in a careful, accurate, 
and anointed way. W e can have God 
upon us till our ministry will count 
for the salvation of the lost about us. 
A ny lack of ability need not be an 
alibi. The smallness of our oppor­
tunity need not excuse any of us from 
doing our best. Effectiveness as gos­
pel preachers is in the reach of pos-
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sibility for every one of us as we are 
faithful in the exercise of our spiritual 
devotions.

John W esley advised his preachers: 
“ Reading alone can supply depth 
to preaching, with meditation and 
prayer. F ix some part of every day 
for private exercises. Y ou  may ac­
quire the taste which you have not. 
What is tedious at first will afterward 
be pleasant. W hether you  like it or 
not, read and pray daily. It is for 
your life. There is no other way. Do 
justice to your own soul. G ive it time 
and means to grow. Do not starve 
yourself any longer.”

Dr. J. B. Chapman related in an 
editorial how  a young preacher came 
to him with a request for some sug­
gestions about Bible study. He said 
that he had follow ed no particular 
method, and that he would like to 
know of some special form  he could 
adopt to becom e familiar with the 
Bible. Dr. Chapman said that he 
suggested as a beginning this young 
preacher read the Bible through in 
connection with the reading of some 
Bible commentary. He said the young 
preacher seemed to think this a pretty 
large order, that he evidently thought 
he should be able to get some small 
book that would tell him all he needed 
to know. It looked as if he expected 
that by some quick and easy road he 
could arrive at such difficult goal. 
Many of us here today have found out 
how  necessary it is for us to study and 
read the B ible sufficiently to keep 
fresh and familiar with its contents.

Unction in worship. Another grati­
fying reward is the presence and 
power of the H oly Spirit in our w or­
ship services. A  spirit of unction 
upon our worship services is that un- 
definable something that keeps a re­
ligious service from  being drab and 
commonplace, and makes it interest­
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ing, inspirational, and helpful. Many 
of us are limited in preaching ability. 
The sermon we give is of moderate 
strength. The singing of our congre­
gations is many times very ordinary, 
and the arrangement of the service 
has no particular pow er in itself. 
H owever, there can be that unction 
and spirit in the service that saves it 
from  flatness and makes it relevant. 
It can take on such a divine attrac­
tiveness as gives to all the impression 
that G od is there. A ll o f us know 
that back of the public reward of such 
a service is the secret preparation that 
is so easy to com pletely overlook.

Rich in satisfying experience. But 
there is another reward, and that is 
the reward o f a rich and satisfying 
personal experience in the life of the 
preacher himself. Many preachers 
are underpaid financially in com pari­
son to the scale paid in many con­
tem porary professions, but we can 
have the compensating reward of be­
ing right toward God: “ The blessing 
of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he 
addeth no sorrow with it”  (Proverbs 
10: 22). None of the w orldly wealthy 
is as rich as the poor man, rich in God, 
and no one is as poor as a preacher 
improverished spiritually and finan­
cially!

In one of m y recent visits to m y 
parents’ home m y mother confided in 
me one day as to how  m y father de­
lights in reading his Bible. I knew 
as she talked about it that he had read 
his B ible through literally scores of 
times from  cover to cover; and here 
in his mid-eighties, hour after hour 
each week, he was pictured to me as 
taking great delight in the W ord of 
God. B y every rule of w orldly ap­
praisal these dear parents are of very 
moderate circumstances, but at the 
same time rich: rich in those heav­
enly values that really count, rich in 
the reward of faithfulness in personal
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devotions, rich in a heritage worth 
infinitely m ore than any financial 
endowment.

Perhaps in connection with all this, 
those of us follow ing through with 
this meditation will be constrained to 
do some serious checking up. If we 
ministers miss it here, we have missed 
it! We can’t expect our laymen to go 
farther in personal devotedness than

we. If we are languishing in spiritual 
impoverishment, we surely don’t need 
to. If we flourish in the bounties of 
divine blessings, there is a reason for 
that flourishing. The spiritual level 
of our attainment depends on us. 
M ay we in no sense fail, but give 
first attention to faithfulness in the 
cultivation of our own personal devo­
tional lives.

Will There Be a Secret Rapture of the Saints?

By Maynard Jam es*

Since I was a boy I have firm ly 
believed in what is called the “ rapture 
of the saints.”

This belief teaches that, when the 
Lord returns in the air at the end of 
this age, the dead in Christ shall rise 
from their graves, to be follow ed im­
mediately by the catching into the 
clouds of all the living saints. Then 
both classes will meet the Lord in the 
air, to be forever with Him.

To deny this plain truth is to rob 
language of its meaning and make 
nonsense of Paul’s clear statement in 
I Thessalonians 4:15-17.

The problem  arising from  this im­
portant teaching is not that of doubt 
as to the reality of the rapture of the 
saints; it is rather along the following 
lines:

1. W ill this great even be silent 
and secret? O r will it be with open 
and thunderous demonstration?

2. Does it com e before or after the 
“ Great Tribulation” ?

3. W ill it inaugurate a thousand 
years of peace on earth, during which

♦Evangelist. Cheshire, England.

three classes of people coexist on this 
planet, viz., the glorified saints, the 
righteous mortals, and the ungodly 
people who are held in check by the 
iron rule of Messiah? Or does it 
usher in the eternal state, as enjoyed 
in a “ new ” or purified earth, in which 
there is neither death nor sin?

It is impossible in one short article 
to deal adequately with this threefold 
problem. W e can attempt only a dis­
cussion of the first point mentioned, 
viz., is the rapture of the saints silent 
and secret or is it open and vocal?

The main advocates of the “ secret 
and silent”  catching away of the 
saints have been our friends the P ly­
mouth Brethren. Their outstanding 
leader, J. N. Darby, set in motion a 
line of teaching which, with the aid 
of the Scofield Bible, became univer­
sally popular and accepted in evan­
gelical circles. In fact, at one time 
it was almost a mark of heresy to 
deny such theories as a secret, pre­
tribulation rapture, to be followed by 
a seven years’ tribulation on earth, 
during which a personal Antichrist
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would arise and inflict the mark of 
the beast upon most of the w orld ’s 
inhabitants. Then would com e the 
openly manifested return of Christ, 
along with those saints He had trans­
lated seven years previously, to de­
stroy Antichrist and the false prophet 
and their godless followers, and then 
to set up His millennial kingdom  on 
this earth.

Such teaching was often supported 
by  the use of the three Greek words: 
parousia, apokalupsis, and epiphaneia.

The first word, parousia, was ap­
plied to the secret com ing of Christ 
in the air for His saints, before the 
tribulation commenced. It was com ­
monly called the rapture. The other 
two Greek words, apokalupsis and 
epiphaneia, were applied to the vis­
ible com ing of the Lord to earth with 
His glorified saints at the close of the 
tribulation. This was popularly 
known as the “ revelation.”

Now what does the Bible actually 
say about all this? First and fore­
most is the clear teaching of the Lord 
to His own apostles, right on the eve 
of Calvary.

He stated: “ For as the lightning 
cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west; so shall also the 
com ing [parousia] of the Son of man 
be.”  “ If they shall say unto you, 
“ Behold, he is in the desert; go not 
forth: behold, he is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not” (Matthew 
24:26-27).

Again He declared: “ But as the 
days of Noe were, so shall also the 
com ing [parousia] o f the Son of man 
be. For as in the days that were 
before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe en­
tered into the ark, and knew not until 
the flood came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming 
[parousia] of the Son of man b e” 
(Matthew 24:37-39).
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The flood did not com e secretly and 
unperceived upon the antediluvians, 
nor was their destruction postponed 
until sometime subsequent to the 
Flood. Just as the Deluge affected 
both the righteous and the w icked 
(destroying all the latter), so, said 

Jesus, would be the com ing (pa­
rousia) o f the Son of man. The 
saints w ould be delivered and the 
ungodly swept away in judgment.

In Luke 17:29 and 30 w e have 
further words of our Lord  on the 
matter of His second coming. He 
said: “ But the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom  it rained fire and 
brimstone from  heaven, and de­
stroyed them all. Even thus shall it 
be in the day when the Son of man 
is revealed.”

It is of utmost importance to realize 
that, in the three scriptures we have 
mentioned, Christ was not addressing 
the Jewish nation or the unbelieving 
gentiles. He was speaking expressly 
to His own disciples. In fact, the 
whole of the Olivet Discourse in Mat­
thew 24 and M ark 13 was given 
privately to four apostles, in response 
to their question, “ What shall be the 
sign of Thy coming, and of the end 
of the age?” Thus the Saviour did 
not speak to them as Jews, but rather 
as foundation members of His Church.

The Apostle Paul also made it clear 
that the rapture of the saints would 
not be silent and secret. Our P ly­
mouth Brethren friends agree that 
the well-know n passages I Thessa- 
lonians 4:15-16 and I Corinthians 
15:51-52 refer to the rapture of the 
true Church at the second com ing of 
Christ.

They read as follows: “ . . . we 
which are alive and remain unto the 
com ing [parousia] o f the Lord shall 
not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the
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trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the L ord” 
(I Thessalonians 4 :15-17). “ Behold,
I shew you a mystery; W e shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trum­
pet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and w e shall be 
changed” (I Corinthians 15:51-52).

If any sensible person can make a 
secret and silent rapture out of these 
important scriptures, then language 
has lost its significance. Paul dis­
tinctly states that at the rapture of 
the saints the last trumpet shall 
sound.

How w ell does the apostle agree 
with Christ when He said of the 
parousia: “ A nd he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a trum­
pet, and they shall gather together 
his elect from  the four winds, from  
one end of heaven to the other” 
(Matthew 24: 31).

It is evident, from  a careful and 
unbiased reading of the New Testa­
ment, that the three Greek words 
parousia, apokalupsis, and epiphaneia 
are kindred terms used to describe 
the one great future event— the sec­
ond com ing of Christ. The following 
scriptures prove this vital truth: 
“ And then shall that W icked be re­
vealed, whom  the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his 
com ing” ( epiphaneia tees parousias 
autou) (II Thessalonians 2 :8 ).

Here both words are applied to one 
cataclysmic action, the w ord epipha­
neia being rendered “ brightness,” and 
the w ord parousia translated as “ com ­
ing.” This vital passage teaches, 
first, that epiphaneia and the parousia

are simultaneous; and secondly, that 
the career of the “ man of sin”  ends 
(and not begins) at the parousia.

“ Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2 :13 ). Here the appearing of 
the Lord, as the hope of His Church, 
is designated the epiphaneia.

“ But thou, O man of God . . . keep 
this commandment without spot, un- 
rebukeable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (I Tim othy 6:11,
14). It is plain that in this passage 
the apostle refers to the rapture of 
the saints as the epiphaneia.

I Corinthians 15:23 states that at 
the com ing (parousia) o f Christ the 
saints will be resurrected.

But in II Thessalonians 1:7-10 we 
are told that the glorification of the 
saints (which takes place at the 
resurrection) occurs when “ the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed [apokalupsis] 
from  heaven with His mighty angels. 
Hence it is clear that the parousia and 
the apokalupsis are simultaneous.

It has been borne in upon me in 
recent months that the com ing o f our 
blessed Lord in the air to translate 
His saints is a climactic event, the mag­
nitude and portentousness of which 
some of us have not hitherto realized. 
If we did, it would put an urgency 
and pow er into our preaching and 
witness which would startle and con­
vict the godless, and arouse and chal­
lenge the saints.

Peter sums it up when he exhorts 
all Christians to look for and hasten 
the com ing (parousia) of the day of 
God. He describes that coming— for 
which we are to eagerly look— as be­
ing like the arrival of “ a thief in the 
night”— not something silent, but un­
expected by  the Christ-rejecting 
masses. In that day “ the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with
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fervent heat.” It is such an event 
that Christians are urged by  Peter to 
anticipate.

In consequence, they are to “ be 
diligent,” that they might be found of 
the Lord, at His coming, “ in peace,

without spot, and blameless”  (II Peter 
3 :14 ).

Our hope, “ according to his prom ­
ise,” is for “ new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteous­
ness” (II Peter 3 :13 ).

Reality in Worship

By Kenneth P. Smith*

W orship is communication. God is 
the Communicator. W e are the com ­
municants.

Communication is an interesting 
process. One essential factor without 
which communication is not achieved 
is the “ feedback”  from  the com muni­
cant to the communicator. This is 
that response that is lacking when the 
uninitiated sits down before a m icro­
phone in a broadcasting studio. The 
whole program seems flat to him be­
cause he cannot see his audience and 
thereby sense their reaction. W or­
ship is a process of communication—  
with One who is unseen but who 
nevertheless makes His presence 
known. W e are not talking meaning- 
lessly into a “ m icrophone”  when we 
lift our hearts to God. The promise 
is, “ Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you .”  If worship seems 
unrewarding and empty, there must 
be a reason.

This leads us to another important 
ingredient in communication, which 
is the use of “ significant symbols.” 
Whether a word, a gesture, or a grunt 
— it is that which has the same mean­
ing to the tw o or m ore persons

* Pastor, Ft. Collins, Colorado.
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involved. Sometimes those who com ­
plain of the hollow  ring of their 
prayers or the vanity of their devo­
tional exercises may lack that vital 
preparation of character which is a 
“ significant sym bol” in catching the 
ear of God. If a finite, sinful man is 
to enjoy the reality of com munication 
with a H eavenly Father, he must ap­
proach Him on terms that G od has 
stipulated and through provisions 
which He graciously proffers. The 
w onder is that there is a w ay at all to 
fellowship with God. Had it not been 
for Jesus, man might have cried or 
shouted or cut himself, all to no avail. 
Jesus is the One who has provided a 
com m on ground on which G od and 
man can communicate.

Could w e not im prove our worship, 
individually or collectively, if we 
w ould keep clearly in mind that we 
have not worshiped until w e are 
aware of that response from  the Com ­
m unicator? G od is near, ready and 
anxious to reveal himself. W e must 
free ourselves from  the bondage of 
incipient formalism and of indifferent 
familiarity and of all other attractions 
and distractions. It is our privilege 
to en joy the enriching experience of 
“ heart-felt”  worship.
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle*

H o m a n s  9 : 1 - 3  

The first eight chapters of this 
Epistle consist of doctrinal explana­
tion; chapters 1 2 — 1 6 , of practical 
exhortation. In between are chapters 
9— 11, which form  a sort of parenthe­
sis dealing with G od ’s plan and pur­
pose for Israel. Here are some of the 
strongest statements on G od ’s sov­
ereign will to be found in the New 
Testament.

N o F a l s e h o o d  

Paul was about to make a startling 
statement, so he fortified it with the 
assertion, “ I lie not.” The verb is 
pseudomai. Since the prefix pseudo, 
in both G reek and English, means 
“ false”  we might render the clause: 
“ I do not speak falsely.”

I n  C h r i s t  

The significance of this phrase as 
used in the first verse is beautifully 
expressed by Denney. He writes: 
“ En Christo means that he speaks in 
fellowship with Christ, so that false­
hood is impossible.” 1 Could you lie 
if you  were fully conscious that 
Christ was standing by your side? 
Well, He is! A  recognition of the 
constant presence of Jesus would help 
us in our daily living.

T h e  J o i n t  W i t n e s s  

To further strengthen his assertion 
of truthfulness Paul adds: “ m y con­
science also bearing me witness in 
the H oly Ghost.”  The verb sym mar-

•Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary. 
’EGT, II, 656.

June, 1960

tureo occurs here for the third and 
last time in this Epistle. In 2:15 we 
find almost the same expression as 
here. In 8:16 it is the H oly Spirit 
bearing witness with our human 
spirits. Do our consciences bear wit­
ness with us or against us? Paul 
asserted that his inner conscience con­
curred with his outer testimony.

T h e  T r i p l e  T e s t i m o n y  

The apostle not only claimed the 
confirmation of his conscience, which 
he alone could hear, but also the wit­
ness of the Spirit. James Morison 
writes that the concurrent testimony 
with his declaration and with con­
science was “ the echo of the voice of 
G od ’s H oly Spirit.” 2

S p i r i t  o r  G h o s t ?

The expression “ Holy Ghost” oc­
curs over eighty times in the New 
Testament in the King James Version. 
“ Holy Spirit” is found four times 
(Luke 11:13; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30;
I Thessalonians 4: 8 ). Both are trans­
lations of exactly the same Greek 
expression, hagion pneuma.

The English Revised Version (1881) 
shows an even greater inconsistency. 
Vincent sums up the situation thus: 

“ Throughout Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke they use Ghost, with Spirit in 
margin, as also throughout Acts and 
Romans. In John, Spirit throughout, 
except in xx. 22, for no apparent 
reason. In I Corinthians, both; in
II Corinthians, Ghost throughout; in

2Quoted by Vincent, Word Studies, III, 99.
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Ephesians, Spirit. In I Thessalonians, 
both. In Timothy, Titus, 1st and 2nd 
Peter, Ghost, in Jude, Spirit.”

The American Revised Version 
sensibly has “ H oly Spirit” always. 
To show the unwisdom of using “ Holy 
Ghost” one need only ask one ques­
tion: W ould you speak of “ the ghost 
of G od” ? Today the word ghost is 
used for the Spirit of a dead person. 
It should not be applied to the Spirit 
of the living God.

P a u l ’ s  P a i n  

In the second verse the apostle de­
clares that he has “ heaviness” and 
“ sorrow ” in his heart. The Greek 
words are lype and odyne. The first 
is the most com mon w ord for “ sor­
row ” in the New Testament, being 
translated that way eleven out of its 
sixteen occurrences. The second 
word occurs only here and in I Tim ­
othy 6:10. Both words are used for 
pain of body or mind. Perhaps the 
first carries slightly more the idea of 
“ grief,”  and the second of “ distress.” 
Moffatt translates them “ pain” and 
“ anguish.” W eym outh has “ grief” 
and “ anguish,” as does Williams. 
V erkuyl (Berkeley) seems best with 
“ intense grief and unceasing dis­
tress.” ( “ Unceasing is the literal 
meaning of adialeiptos.) Sanday and 
Headlam comment: “ L ype . . . ap­
pears to mean grief as a state of mind; 
it is rational or emotional: odyne on 
the other hand never quite loses its 
physical associations; it implies the 
anguish or smart of the heart . . . 
which is the result of lype.” 3

A n  I m p o s s i b l e  W i s h  

I n  the third verse Paul writes: “ I 
could wish that myself were accursed 
from  Christ for m y brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh.”  A  
better translation is: “ I could have

wished.” The form  euchom en  is the 
im perfect of euchomai, “ pray.”  A l­
ford says: “ The im perfect is not his­
torical, alluding to his days of Phari­
saism, as Pelagius and others, but 
quasi-optative, . . .  ‘I was wishing,’ 
had it been possible. . . . The sense 
o f the im perfect in such expressions 
is the proper and strict one . . . : the 
act is unfinished, an obstacle inter­
vening.” 4 Sanday and Headlam would 
translate it: “ the wish was in my 
m ind” or “ the prayer was in my 
heart.” A. T. Robertson calls it the 
idiomatic imperfect, “ I was on the 
point of wishing.” ' In his Grammar 
he labels it the potential imperfect 
and comments on this passage: “ Paul 
almost expresses a moral wrong. He 
holds himself back from  the abyss by 
the tense.” l! Vincent writes: “ . . . the 
imperfect here has a tentative force, 
implying the wish begun, but stopped 
at the outset by some antecedent con­
sideration which renders it impos­
sible.” 7

Godet agrees with this interpreta­
tion. He says: “ The imperfect in­
dicative euchom en, literally, I was 
wishing, has in Greek the force of 
throwing this wish into the past, and 
into a past which remains always un­
finished, so that this expression takes 
away from  the wish all possibility of 
realization.” s

D enney shows the basis of the 
apostle’s statement when he writes: 
“ Paul could wish this if it were a 
wish that could be realized for the 
good of Israel.” 3

I M y s e l f

The Greek is emphatic— autos ego. 
Sanday and Headlam write: “ The 
emphasis and position of these words

AGreek Testament, II, 402.
■ Word Pictures, IV, 380.
"Grammar, p. 886.
:Word Studies, III, 99.
RRomans, p. 339.
UEGT, II, 657.
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emphasizes the willingness for per­
sonal sacrifice; and they have still 
more force when w e rem em ber that 
St. Paul has just declared that nothing 
in heaven or earth can separate him 
from the love of Christ.” 10

A n a t h e m a  

That is the Greek w ord for “ ac­
cursed,” found half a dozen times in 
the New Testament but only here in 
Romans. The term has a long and 
interesting history. It was first used 
for a votive offering set up (anati- 
themi) in the Temple. In the Sep- 
tuagint it ordinarily means “ devoted 
to destruction.”

Commenting on this passage, 
Cremer writes: “ Som e have sup­
posed that anathema . . . simply de­
notes an act of church discipline, just 
as the H ebrew  herein  sometimes sig­
nifies the second stage of excom m uni­
cation from  the synagogue. . . . But 
the words apo tou Christou show that 
the reference is not to mere excom ­
munication from  the church, but to 
estrangement from  Christ and His 
salvation . . . the word denotes not 
punishment intended as discipline, but 
a being given over, or devotion to 
divine condem nation.” 11

Sanday and Headlam agree with 
this conclusion. They say: “ The 
attempt to explain the word to mean

10Romans, p. 228.
11Concordance, p. 547.

‘excom m unication’ from  the society—  
a later use of the H ebrew in Rab­
binical writers and the Greek in 
ecclesiastical—-arose from  a desire to 
take away the apparent profanity of 
the wish.” '-

Paul’s prayer reminds us of that of 
Moses: “ Yet now, if thou wilt forgive 
their sin— ; and if not, blot me, I pray 
thee, out of the book which thou hast 
written” (Exodus 32:32). Bengel 
well says: “ It is not easy to estimate 
the measure of love, in a Moses and 
a Paul. For the narrow boundary of 
our reasoning powers does not com ­
prehend it; as the little child is unable 
to com prehend the courage of warlike 
heroes.” 13

A lford points out the fact that this 
does not mean that Paul loved his 
nation more than his Lord. Rather, 
“ It is the expression of an affectionate 
and self-denying heart, willing to sur­
render all things, even, if it might be 
so, eternal glory itself, if thereby he 
could obtain for his beloved people 
those blessings of the Gospel which 
he now enjoyed, but from which they 
were excluded.” 14

Dorner has best caught the signifi­
cance of Paul’s prayer. He calls it 
“ a spark from  the fire of Christ’s sub­
stitutionary love.” 1’’

'-Romans, p. 228. 
uGnomon, III, 120.
"Op. cit., II, 404.
’•'’Quoted by Denney (EGT, II, 657).

V a c a t i o n

Vacations are great levelers. The person who takes one returns 
home just as broke as the person who stayed home because he couldn’t 
afford to go away.— National Safety News.
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Devotional M essage 

in Manuscript Form
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1. Sermon to be on any "devotional theme."
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Knight's Master Book of New Illustrations

,rtI! 0001'

of 1\ IrtniiS

By WALTER B. KNIGHT
The product o f many years o f thoughtful compiling, giv­
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Edited by MAXWELL DROKE
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326 pages, cloth board. (AC) $3.00

500 Illustrations from Great Literature
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from literature. Well indexed. 224 pages, cloth board. 
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QUEEN ofthe PARSONAGE”

M ay she who in the parsonage dwells be radiant, poised, seren e; 
And every  m om ent of each day be every  inch a queen!

Supplied by Ruth Vaughn*

Portrait of a Queen

She didn’t marry a Nazarene! She 
didn’t m arry a minister! She didn’t 
plan to live in a parsonage! But she 
did all three!

Due to a Nazarene minister’s cease­
less intercessory prayers for the man 
for whom  he worked, Bill and M yrtle 
Lee Jetton found Christ. Bill Jetton 
was an excellent salesman, but he 
felt G od ’s hand leading him into the 
Nazarene ministry. About this call, 
he pondered, prayed, and discussed 
with his lovely, young wife. They 
both knew the financial decrease it 
would mean; they realized that the 
acceptance of this call would mean 
the end of a lot of dreams for worldly 
goods and social ease. But they also 
knew that accepting the call would 
prove the beginning of a lot of m ore 
important dreams and that the finan­
cial decrease w ould be well worth­
while when they found the tears of a 
convert on their altar.

Mrs. Bill Jetton is an ideal of 
adaptability. She changed her life in 
every phase and capacity and set out 
to becom e a good Nazarene, a good 
minister’s wife, and live her life in a 
Nazarene parsonage. She helped her 
husband with his preacher’s course; 
she typed all of his sermon notes. 
She won the hearts of all of the peo­
ple whom  they had been sent to 
serve; she gave of herself unstintingly

"‘Pastor’s wife, Amarillo, Texas.
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in every department and phase of the 
Sunday school and church work. 
She spent hours typing stencils and 
mimeographing lists of absentees and 
prospective members; she took pic­
tures of all the babies in the nursery, 
framed them, and put them in the 
vestibule. She entered into the work 
of the district church and served as 
district missionary secretary; she took 
over the craft department of the dis­
trict boys’ and girls’ camp and made 
it a delight for all.

But with all of her busy church 
schedule into which she has thrown 
herself energetically, Mrs. Jetton has 
trained four young lives and molded 
them into strong Christian personali­
ties. Her oldest child, who is now in 
Bethany Nazarene College, is en­
gaged to a ministerial student. She 
w rote of Mrs. Jetton:

“ M y mother has a fire burning in 
her heart that w on ’t let her rest. She 
has w orked hard to keep right rela­
tionships between her and all o f the 
people of our church. She believes 
that the preacher’s fam ily should set 
an example before the w orld and the 
congregation— and she has m olded us 
in such a manner that we could ex ­
em plify Christ, for we have seen Him 
manifest every day in the life of our 
m other.”

Truly Mrs. Bill Jetton, minister’s 
w ife of Gi'ace Church, North Little 
Rock, Arkansas, is a mem ber of 
royalty. This is a portrait of a queen!
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R o y a l  C o o k b o o k  
These warm  days call for meals 

that require no cooking. A  cool, 
economical, and delicious meal is 
stuffed tomatoes with crackers. Easy 
and simple— but soooo good! Here is 
how:

Take a medium-sized tomato, slice 
into six wedges with the cut about 
three-fourths down the side of the 
tomato. Fill with a m ixture com ­
posed of tuna fish, mayonnaise, and 
shredded onion. Place the stuffed 
tomato on a lettuce leaf and serve 
with crackers. Excellent for after­
church snacks as well as noontime 
lunches. (This is an individual serv­
ing.)

O v e r  T e a c u p s  

“ There is a lady who comes to our 
church who professes to accept Christ 
over and over again— but her life 
never changes. A fter an altar service 
she will cry and prom ise me that she 
is truly going to be a Christian— but 
by the next day it all seems to be 
forgotten and she is continuing in 
her sin. Should I continue to work 
with her— or just let her go? What 
should be m y attitude toward h er?” 

One of the greatest attributes of 
love is patience. The m ore I under­
stand of God, the m ore I marvel at 
His patience with us. In your deal­
ings with this lady you must show 
forth to her the love and patience of 
God. Though she continue on this 
same way time without number, you 
must always be ready to help her, 
for you can never know  just what 
time the H oly Spirit will so grip her 
that she will truly make a change for 
life. Winning a soul is not easy—  
but it is surely rewarding, for you 
can know that seed sown in His name 
shall not return unto Him void.

B o o k s h e l f  w i t h  L a c e  

For a graduation gift for the youth 
of your church or your family, give

Charles M. Sheldon’s In His Steps. 
This book flings out the challenge, 
“ What would Jesus d o ?” A ny life 
who accepts this question as its de­
ciding and guiding influence will find 
a more vivid consecration. May be 
purchased at the Nazarene Publishing 
House.

T h e  K i n g ’s  H o u s e

Here are some simple, economical, 
useful gadgets which can fill a need 
in the parsonage and can also be used 
in vacation Bible school. Paper­
weights may be made by  filling 
pretty-shaped perfume and cologne 
bottles with tinted sand. The sand 
may be tinted with vegetable dyes or 
ink. The tops may be sealed with 
cellophane tape and aluminum foil. 
A  glove or handkerchief box may be 
made from  a cigar box. Paint the box 
and hinge on the lid. Cover the top 
with glitter or arrange glitter in a 
design.

H e a r t  T a l k

I sat in the church service and 
looked about the congregation of 
listening, attentive people. And my 
heart surged and filled for them as I 
mused:

These are my people— mine because 
I live in a parsonage. They are 
thoughtless many times, selfish and 
shallow often— but they are m y peo­
ple!

Because I live in a parsonage, they 
com e to me with their bleeding, 
broken hearts seeking guidance and 
strength and I can lead them to the 
G iver of divine guidance, divine 
strength, and divine love.

M y people are human. No one 
knows better their humanity than I, 
who live in the parsonage. I see their 
faults, their weaknesses, their petty 
prejudices but it is then I know how 
much they need to know more about 
God. A nd it is then I realize the

June, 1960 (267) 27



awesomeness of m y responsibility, for 
I must show forth to m y people the 
love of God, His great Spirit, His 
limitless compassion. For I was not 
sent here to this parish to be treated 
right, to be understood, to be appre­
ciated, to be helped, to be loved. But 
instead I was sent here to treat right, 
to understand, to appreciate, to help, 
to love.

These are m y people! They are my

responsibility. Oh, may I forget self 
and stay so close to the Master that 
I can becom e like Him, that I can 
forget m y feelings and desires as I 
give of myself to m y people and lead 
them closer to Him! For when they 
com e to me for help and I can lead 
them to God, then I know why I live 
in a parsonage. I know w hy I am 
here. I know  that I must be true to 
my task to lead my people to heaven.

I E  V A H N T G - IE  L I  S 3 V C

Life's Three Greatest Questions

By Ross W. Hayslip*

(An Evangelistic Message)

T e x t : Hebrews 1 :1 - 2

W e are living in an age of inquiry. 
The w orld of men is searching for 
answers to many questions. Philoso­
phy is asking, “ What is the ultimate 
good?”  Science is asking, “ What are 
the facts?” Education is asking, 
“ What is true know ledge?” Every­
where that we turn we find the quest 
for certainty in all realms of life. 
These things are all insignificant in 
the light of the questions that I wish 
to bring, those that have to do not 
only with this life but also with the 
life to come.

I. W h a t  S h a l l  I D o w i t h  J e s u s ?

In Matthew 2 7 :2 2  we find this ques­
tion falling from  the lips of a Roman 
governor. Confronted by the claims 
of the Son of God, this w icked man 
asked this question not so much of 
the multitude as of his own heart. 
Every sinner who hears the gospel is

♦Pastor, Whittier, California.

immediately faced with this same 
problem. His answer to it w ill de­
termine where he shall spend eternity. 
There are at least three different ways 
in which this question may be an­
swered.

One way in which the response may 
be given is that of passive observance. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, who spent his 
career in opposition to the Bible and 
the Church, looked at the life of Jesus 
and said, “ If Christ were living today, 
I should delight to give Him homage.” 
Nietzsche studied the life of Christ 
and said: “ The only thing that is 
Christian in the Christian m ode of 
existence, a life such as He led who 
died on the cross.”

H. G. W ells whose agnosticism is 
well known has said on several occa­
sions, “ Jesus Christ is the greatest 
man in history.” Thomas Jefferson, 
who was a professed deist, once said, 
“ Had the doctrines o f Christ always 
been preached as they came from  His 
lips, the whole world would have been 
Christian.”
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Napoleon Bonaparte said, “ Jesus 
Christ was more than a man.”

In these cases, as in countless thou­
sands of others, there are recognition 
and observance but not surrender. It 
is now popular in Am erica to be re­
ligious and to say nice things about 
Jesus and the Christian religion. 
Even form er blatant athiests and 
Christ-rejecting modernists find it to 
be an expedient thing to sing praises 
of the wonderful character and great 
wisdom of the Man of Galilee. But 
this kind of passive response does not 
change the life and character of man­
kind. A  man can be damned admiring 
the greatness of Jesus if his admira­
tion does not lead him to repentance 
and saving faith. “ Indifference,” said 
Caesar Malan, “ is the deepest of all 
infidelities.”

Definite rejection is another re­
sponse that men can give to this ques­
tion of vital consequence. The rich 
young ruler w ho was so graciously 
challenged by the claims of Christ 
heard the demands of full surrender, 
and rejected them in the full light of 
a convicted conscience. “ He went 
away sorrow ful” says the W ord of 
God as it surveys the tragedy of a 
youth with great promise making 
life’s greatest failure. M any who lis­
tened to Christ’s ministry and saw 
His miracles while He was upon the 
earth refused to believe, because they 
loved the fleeting things of sin more 
than the joys that endure forever. 
Jesus said in John 12:48, “ He that 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him: 
the w ord that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day.” Men 
heard Christ in His earthly ministry 
and rejected Him just as men now 
reject His ministry through the 
blessed H oly Spirit.

Pilate found no fault in Jesus and, 
like Wells, Ingersoll, and others, gave

Him admiration for His character; but 
when face to face with the necessity 
for a decision of destiny, he rejected 
His grace. It was the fear of the 
crow d that motivated his spurning of 
the mercies of the Saviour. In spite 
of the warnings of his w ife and the 
goadings of his own conscience, he 
turned Him over to His persecutors.

Our world today is full of Pilates 
who will admire Him, but when faced 
with the question of their individual 
responsibility toward Him will refuse 
and reject His offers of m ercy and 
grace.

The only proper response to give to 
this first great question is full accept­
ance. To receive Him joyfu lly  as our 
Saviour is the way to meet our obli­
gation to this great challenge. On the 
Jericho road Jesus came in contact 
with a poor, blind beggar who sat by 
the wayside. W hen he learned that 
Jesus was passing by, he loudly cried 
out for mercy. Jesus stood and com ­
manded the blind man to be brought 
to Him. W hen the blind man stood 
before Him, there Jesus restored his 
sight and told him that his faith had 
saved him. M oving on into Jericho, 
Jesus saw a man named Zacchaeus, 
who was chief among the publicans 
and a rich man. Because he was 
small of stature he had climbed a tree 
to have a better view  as Jesus passed 
by. But Jesus saw him, and bade him 
to make haste and com e down. When 
he later gave evidence of his repent­
ance, Jesus announced that salvation 
had com e to his house. Christ had 
the blind beggar to stand up and the 
wealthy publican to com e down. 
W hen both were on the common level 
of His presence, He saved them. The 
salvation of Jesus Christ is the great 
leveler of mankind. Both of these 
men were made supremely happy be­
cause they had joyfu lly  and com ­
pletely accepted Jesus as their Sav­
iour.
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If we were to call the roll of great 
men who had experienced this happy 
meeting, we could find some names 
widely known. Augustine of Hippo 
was transformed from  a life of sensual 
pleasure to the realm of devoted 
Christian service by his acceptation 
of the Christ. John Newton, who in 
his own words had lived a life 
“ flagrantly profane,” was changed by 
the amazing grace of God. John 
W esley by a strange warming of the 
heart was made a flame of holy fire 
instead of a cold, ritualistic clergy­
man. There are thousands of others 
both famous and unknown who will 
rise up in the day of judgment to 
testify that life first took on real 
meaning when they turned in repent­
ance from  their sins to accept Him 
who had died for their salvation.

II. W h a t  S h a l l  I D o W i t h o u t  J e s u s ?

Here is the second great question 
that we wish to consider. This ques­
tion becom es especially significant 
when old age draws near and our 
physical powers are in a state of de­
cline. According to the plan of the 
Creator men find their bodies chang­
ing with the passage of time. Ecclesi­
astes 12 gives a dynamic word picture 
of the advancing old age of a human 
being. Old age too often means the 
onrushing of fears as well as years, 
and the com ing of gray days as well 
as gray hair. Only Jesus can help us 
meet the many problems of old age.

I have never in m y life seen a happy 
elderly person who was not a Chris­
tian. In rest homes and institutions 
for the aged I have seen the loneliness 
of the folks who thought that they 
could leave God out of their lives. 
Bitter and cynical in soul they sit on 
the side lines of life with physical 
powers gone and no spiritual powers 
to uphold them. Paul spoke of the 
perishing of the outward man. He 
knew that this was the natural process
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of life. But he experienced the secret 
of growing old with Christ when he 
spoke of the renewal of the inward 
man day by  day. W ith this kind of 
life one does not have to grow  old 
inside. Dare we face old age without 
Jesus?

W e shall also all face sorrows and 
losses in the life that stretches ahead. 
The hand of death will rem ove from  
us those that we love. In m y capacity 
as a Christian minister I have had the 
sad duty many times of standing near 
in the hour of death. In one instance
I had to break the news to a m em ber 
of m y congregation that the wife had 
lost her life in an automobile accident. 
His response was, “ Lord, Y ou  have 
left her with me for thirty-three years 
and now  if Y ou  wish to take her 
home, I say, ‘Thy will be done.’ ”

H ow different the situation of the 
fam ily o f the suicide when I told them 
of the passing of their loved one! Life 
tumbled in upon them because they 
had no connection with Christ or His 
Church. “ Preacher, what can you say 
to us at a time like this?”  was their 
question to me. They w ere facing a 
tragic loss and they had no invisible 
means of support.

W e shall all need Him when such 
times come. Again I ask, “ H ow  shall 
we face the losses of life without 
H im ?”

It is appointed unto man to die. 
What shall we do without Jesus when 
we are facing the hour of our passing? 
The Apostle Paul saw the hour o f his 
departure at hand, and with the 
Christ of Galilee by his side, he said, 
“ To die is gain.”

Charles Lamb, English man of let­
ters, had a different viewpoint of 
death. “ Out upon thee, thou ugly, 
foul phantom. I detest, abhor, and 
execrate thee to be shunned as a uni­
versal viper, to be branded, pro­
scribed, and evil spoken of. I do not 
care to be carried with the tide that
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smoothly bears human life to eternity. 
I am in love with this green earth, 
the face of town and country, the 
unspeakable rural solitudes and the 
sweet security of streets. I would set 
up m y tabernacle here— a new  state 
of being staggers m e.”

However, we all wish to live as long 
as God sees fit to leave us here. W e 
need not look upon death with fear 
as a dark intruder. The death of 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, 
is a glorious exam ple of how  the 
righteous die in the triumphs of a 
living faith.

What will you  do when the shadows 
lengthen if Christ has been left out of 
your life? W hen the dews of death 
dampen your brow, when pain throbs 
through your body, and your eyes 
take the stare of death— what will you 
do without Jesus? The answer is 
obvious. W e cannot do without Him.

III. W h a t  W i l l  J e s u s  D o  w i t h  M e ?
The W ord of God teaches that it is 

appointed unto man once to die, and 
after this the judgment. If we reject 
Christ throughout our lives, what can 
we expect Him to do with us in judg­
ment.

W e read in II Corinthians 5:10 that 
“ we must all appear before the judg­
ment seat of Christ.”

II Tim othy 4 :1  says, “ The Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his kingdom .” Paul taught and 
believed that the day would com e 
when our Lord will judge all man­
kind. W e find some solemn and 
stern warnings concerning the judg­
ment of Jesus, as we read further in 
the New Testament. II Peter 2:9 
says, “ The Lord knoweth how  to de­
liver the godly out of temptations, and 
to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished.”  W e can 
see in this passage the fate of the man 
who turns his back upon the Lord.

Is it reasonable to believe that a 
Christ of love and m ercy shall one 
day sit upon a throne of judgment to 
condemn those who have refused His 
proffered grace? Jerem y Taylor 
phrased it properly when he wrote: 
“ It is but reasonable for the interest 
o f virtue, and the necessities of this 
world, that the private should be 
judged, and virtue should be tied upon 
the spirit, and the poor should be 
relieved, and the oppressed should 
appeal, and the noise of widows 
should be heard, and the saints should 
stand upright, and the cause that was 
ill judged should be judged over 
again, and tyrants should be called to 
account, and our thoughts should be 
examined, and our secret actions 
viewed on all sides, and the infinite 
num ber of sins that escape here 
should not escape finally.”

Aeschylus, the ancient classic trage­
dian, graphically said, “ Death is no 
escape to the wicked from  their sins, 
or the consequences of them. There 
is a tribunal which the wicked cannot 
escape, and a faithful record of their 
lives and a just judge, who will bring 
them to judgment and punish them 
according to their deeds.”

Man makes his own choice of his 
eternal destiny. The Bible every­
where assumes that man was placed 
on earth as a free being, made in the 
image of God; that of his own free 
will and accord he chose to sin; that 
God finds him in this fallen condition 
and appeals to him by all the instru­
mentalities in His pow er to turn away 
from  a life of sin. He woos him by 
all the power of the H oly Spirit to 
accept the salvation which has been 
provided for him, and promises him 
peace, joy, and happiness here, and 
never-ending blessedness hereafter 
for so doing. If man will not have 
life, if he persists in wrongdoing, if 
he w ill choose evil in spite of all these
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mercies, he must then accept the con­
sequences of those mercies.

On the obedience to the laws of 
God depends the safety of our souls. 
“ The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” 
is really a m erciful proclamation. “ He 
that offends in one point . . .  is guilty 
of all,” is equally just and benevolent.

The W ord of God teaches that the 
condemnation of the w icked is a ter­
rible, eternal punishment. A ll that 
w e know about this state we read in 
the Bible. W e are taught there that 
in hell men lose many things but also 
lose the hope for better things. The 
rich man in Luke sixteen was no 
longer enjoying the “ good things”  of 
this life. What a source of remorse 
it must have been to him to “ remem­
ber”  what good things he enjoyed in 
this world, things that he was not 
properly thankful for; then, how  he 
forgot God, forgot his own depend­
ence, forgot the passing away of his 
years, forgot his responsibility to God, 
forgot the judgment— all these and a 
thousand other things he would re­
member!

This place to which the lost sinner 
is condemned is also described as a 
world of “ darkness” and “ outer dark­
ness.”  Heaven is described as a place 
o f light. Revelation 22:5 says, “ The 
Lord God giveth them light.” The 
soul that is lost never sees that light.

One of the most striking illustra­
tions of the hopeless and consciously 
suffering condition of those who are 
finally impenitent is the fact that their 
suffering is closely identified with that 
of the punishment of the fallen angels 
and Satan. Matthew 25:41 says, 
“ Then shall he say unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from  me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.”  A lso in II Peter 
2:4, 9 we read, “ For if G od spared 
not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and delivered them

into chains of darkness, to be reserved 
unto judgment . . . the Lord knoweth 
how  to deliver the godly out of temp­
tations, and to reserve the unjust unto 
the day of judgm ent to be punished.”

W hat will Jesus do with the saved 
in the day of judgm ent? They shall 
hear the glorious words, “ Come, ye 
blessed of m y Father . . .”  W hat a 
joy  it will be to look upon His face! 
The sorrows of life w ill pale into utter 
insignificance when we stand in His 
presence.

It is related of a com pany of cru­
saders that when they approached the 
H oly City, and for the first time be­
held its spires and turrets in the dis­
tance, some knelt in silent praise, 
others kissed the earth, while others 
laughed and wept in w ild emotion; 
old and young raised the exultant cry, 
“ Jerusalem! Jerusalem !”  What shall 
it be when the Christian pilgrim, hav­
ing ended his earthly journey, beholds 
the heavenly city all resplendent with 
the glory of G od?

What shall it be to stand before the 
throne of G od without “ spot or 
w rinkle” ? What shall it be to be the 
companion of angels and the righteous 
of all ages? To sing the song of Moses 
and the Lam b will be a joy  supreme—  
to behold the One slain and humili­
ated, now  glorified as the King 
Eternal. A ll that we can ever dream 
or hope will com e into sweet realiza­
tion in that great day when w e stand 
upon the “ Sunny Banks of Sweet 
Deliverance.”  If w e have suffered 
with Him, we shall reign with Him, 
in the presence of the hallowed hosts 
o f that heavenly land.

M ay the H oly Spirit’s guidance be 
felt as you, m y friends, ponder these 
three great questions of life:

W hat shall I do with Jesus?
W hat shall I do without Jesus?
What will Jesus do with m e?
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A Good Sermon

III. The Outline of a Good Sermon

By W. E. McCumber*

It is fair to ask the question, “ Does 
a good sermon really require an out­
line?” The answer is, “ Yes, for the 
same reason that man requires a 
skeleton, to give both rigidity and 
flexibility to his body, making effi­
cient locom otion possible.” The ser­
mon worth preaching is going some­
where. To arrive, it must progress by 
means of logical and orderly arrange­
ment. Otherwise it w ill be a gelati­
nous mass of verbal confusion, drift­
ing with the changing currents of an 
undisciplined mind toward a dimly 
perceived and slowly reached goal. 
Heaven pity the congregation in that 
case!

A  good sermon not only needs an 
outline, but it needs a good outline. 
And a good outline is marked by pur­
pose, adapting it to the nature of the 
sermon; by progress, moving it to the 
climax of the sermon; and by paucity, 
fixing it within the limits of the ser­
mon.

A  good outline is marked by pur­
pose. The purpose of the outline is 
to adapt it to the nature of the ser­
mon.

If the sermon is topical, the divi­
sions will develop the topic. Without 
orderly, symmetrical, and progressive 
divisions the topical sermon, more 
than any other kind, can swiftly de­
generate into a m erry-go-round of 
innocuous psuedo-exhortation. But a 
worthy topic that unfolds some por­
tion of the will o f G od and the truth

* Pastor, Thomasville, Georgia.
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of the Bible, developed by a succes­
sion of thoughtful divisions, can be a 
potent force in persuading the listen­
ers to the obedience of faith.

Disturbed, as are most pastors, by 
the infrequency of many members in 
church attendance, I developed a very 
simple outline for a message entitled 
“ A W O L ” — absent without official 
leave. The text was Luke 4:16, “ As 
his custom was, he [Jesus] went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath day.” 
The subject was developed in these 
four divisions:

1. The example of Jesus gives you 
no leave.

2. The precepts of the Bible give 
you no leave.

3. The conscience of your church 
gives you no leave.

4. The responsibility of your in­
fluence gives you no leave.

Buttressing each section with ap­
propriate scripture the sermon plowed 
deep, exposing careless church attend­
ance for what it is, a grievous sin 
against others, the church, the Bible, 
and the Saviour.

If the sermon is textual the divi­
sions will analyze the text. Most 
texts that yield themselves to this 
type of treatment have natural lines 
of cleavage and practically outline 
themselves. Often the very words of 
these inter-textual divisions will 
serve as the sermon “ heads.” Usually, 
however, the divisions are better 
stated in the minister’s own phrasing, 
as the words of the scripture passage
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suggest the leading thoughts of the 
outline.

For example, I was once impressed 
with how  vividly the drowning of the 
demon-ridden swine at Gadara illus­
trated human life in the grip of evil 
forces. So I proposed the subject 
“ When the Devil Drives,” and used 
the text, “ The herd ran violently 
down a steep place into the lake, and 
were choked” (Luke 8: 33). I drew 
the divisions directly from  the text 
as follows:

1. W hen the devil drives, the direc­
tion is always down. “ The herd 
ran . . . down . . .”

2. When the devil drives, the speed 
is always fast. “ The herd ran 
violently down . .

3. W hen the devil drives, the end 
is always ruin. “ And were 
choked . . .”

It has proved a good text and outline 
for hammering home the truths that 
sin always leads to deeper degen­
eracy; that Satan’s stratagem is to 
keep men busily chasing the illusory 
bubbles of transient and material 
goals, lest they stop and think seri­
ously about eternal matters and turn 
to Christ; that life mastered by  evil 
forces ultimates in ruin physically, 
mentally, socially, and eternally.

If the sermon is expository, the 
divisions will unify the paragraph. 
In preaching from  a unit of scripture 
as large as a paragraph it is easy to 
ramble from  verse to verse through 
a sermon that lacks the cohesion and 
clim ax which gives driving force and 
arresting power to the message. The 
paragraph must be broken up in order 
to display the various facets of truth 
therein; but it must also be integrated 
to give the central truth its total im­
pact upon the listening mind and 
heart.

The Preacher’s Magazine kindly 
published one of m y expository ser­
mons entitled “ The Prophet’s Purg­

ing.” It grew out of the experience 
of Isaiah recorded in chapter six, 
verses one through nine, of his book 
of prophecy. The outline is built 
around the three little rhyming words, 
“ w oe,”  “ lo,”  and “ go.”

1. A  w ord of conviction. “ W oe is 
me! . . . because I am a man of 
unclean lips.”

2. A  word of cleansing. “ Lo . . . 
thine iniquity is taken away, and 
thy sin purged.”

3. A  w ord of commission. “ Go, 
and tell this people.”

The prophet’s experience is duplicated 
by several other B ible characters, 
conclusively showing that G od re­
sponds to our consciousness of pollu­
tion with a deep, divine purifying, 
and this purging creates an intense 
passion for souls, impelling the sanc­
tified believer out into paths of serv­
ice. I do not know  of any message 
our grimy and flabby church age 
needs m ore than this one!

These are the purposes of an outline 
with respect to the type of sermon 
preached. They serve to develop the 
topic, analyze the text, and unify the 
paragraph.

A  good outline is marked, also, by 
progress. A  good sermon aims to do 
something— to bring men into align­
ment with the will of God. A  sermon 
that aims at nothing will be a bull’s- 
eye every time! But if it has a spe­
cific objective the divisions should not 
be parallel lines, but converging lines 
that form  the acute angle of climax. 
Every division ought to be a hammer 
blow that sinks the nail o f truth 
deeper and deeper until the final 
thought clinches it.

Charles Spurgeon outlined a ser­
mon on the incident of Peter’s futile 
attempt to walk on the water, his 
desperate cry to Jesus when threat­
ened with a liquid grave, and his sub­
sequent rescue by  the Lord, recorded
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in Matthew 14: 30-31. I have preached 
from the outline several times 
(always giving Spurgeon credit for 
it!) because I do not see how  it can 
be improved. These are his masterful 
divisions:

1. Sinking times are praying times. 
“ Beginning to sink, he cried, 
saying, Lord, save m e.”

2. Short prayers are long enough. 
“ He cried, saying, Lord, save 
m e.”

3. Man’s extrem ity is G od ’s oppor­
tunity. “ Immediately Jesus 
stretched forth his hand, and 
caught him .”

Here is an excellent illustration of 
progression and clim ax of thought. 
In times of trouble, especially when 
aroused to a sense of guilt, men in­
stinctively pray. This truth will en­
list the attention of every listener, for 
all will be thinking of just such m o­
ments in their own lives. Further, 
the unconverted will realize that such 
a moment has arrived under the con­
victing power of the Spirit. There­
fore, the next division assures them 
that G od ’s help comes in response to 
the sincere cry, not the flow ery prayer 
nor the arduous human struggle. 
The very sort of prayer they can right 
(hen and there lift to God will bring 
divine succor! The final division 
buttresses and clinches this truth. 
W here bitter tears, prolonged strug­
gles, and desperate resolves have 
failed, the short and simple prayer 
can avail, because God brings the 
victory and deliverance through grace, 
grace that is opposed to human 
energy, wisdom, and merit.

In that manner, by  such smooth 
transitions, the outline of a sermon 
ought to march purposefully forward 
to its intended goal. The divisions 
should lead out from  one another like 
the sections o f a telescope, finally 
focusing the whole truth of the text

upon the individual hearer with a 
well-nigh irresistible pow er of appeal.

A  good outline is marked, finally, 
by 'paucity. Let the divisions be just 
as few  as are really necessary to ac­
complish the purpose and progress of 
the sermon. W here divisions are 
concerned, brethren, if you must sin 
every sermon in word, thought, and 
deed, sin by econom y and not by 
prodigality.

The paucity of divisions will fix  the 
outline within the limits of a sermon. 
And a sermon should be limited, not 
by the exhaustion of the preacher, but 
by such considerations as the congre­
gation’s power of attention and ability 
to remember. The value of an out­
line, in great measure, is to enable 
the speaker to arrest the attention of 
his auditors, and to fix  the brunt of 
his message securely in their mem­
ories. And the human mind can di­
gest and asssimilate just so much 
truth at one time! A n undue num­
ber and length of divisions can result 
in mental dyspepsia.

That disease must have reached 
epidemic proportions in the congre­
gation of the Puritan preacher, 
Thomas Lye. Harwood Pattison tells 
of a sermon that Lye preached from  
I Corinthians 6:17, in which he used 
thirty “ particulars” to explain the text 
and fifty-six more to explain the sub­
ject; then he calculated nicely that the 
message embraced one-eighth of the 
mind of the Spirit on the matter. I 
must confess to a little strain of Puri­
tan blood myself, for I painfully recall 
that the first sermon I ever attempted 
had eight main divisions and twenty- 
four subdivisions. Since then I have 
learned the wisdom of a dictum attri­
buted to Confucius: “ You don’t have 
to be a cabinetmaker to know how to 
put a seat in a chair!”

Think of how unforgettable and 
provocative were the divisions, shaped 
by some alert preacher long, long ago,
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in a sermon on the parable of the 
prodigal son: (1) Sick of home; (2) 
Homesick; (3) Home. No sermon 
will ever fizzle out in the minds of a 
people saturated by boredom  if it 
even approximates that example of 
divisions econom ic in number and 
penetrating in phraseology.

Outline your sermons. Let the di­
visions articulate and unfold the sub­
ject. K eep them as few  as possible in 
number. Arrange them in the most 
climactic order you can devise. Then 
rem ember that it is only an outline, 
and no congregation is edified by hav­
ing dry bones rattled in their ears,

how ever cleverly the skeleton may be 
assembled. But neither are people 
edified by  a flapping scarecrow  devoid 
of structure and form ! Jown Owen, 
the great Puritan preacher, has a de­
lightful story of a man who sought to 
pass a corpse off as a living person. 
A fter several futile attempts to prop 
it up on a seat he muttered, “ O portet 
esse aliquid intus.”  “ It needs some­
thing inside it.” A  good sermon needs 
something inside it. It needs the 
bones of an effective outline, and it 
needs even more the breath of the 
Holy Spirit’s anointing.

s z E r ^ n v n o n s r  w o r k s h o p

Contributed by Nelson G. Mink*

C o u l d  Y o u  Q u a l i f y ?
Urgently in need of sleeping cars, a 

Canadian railroad inserted the following 
advertisement in one of the railroad 
trade papers:

“300 sleepers wanted at once.”
A  short time later the Canadian Rail­

road Company received a letter from a 
minister of a church in Iowa offering his 
entire congregation.

—Copied from Bethlehem 
First Church bulletin

J ud g e  N o t

Judge not the heart; thou canst not see. 
What looks to thy dim eye a stain 
In God’s pure light may be a scar 
Brought from a well-won battlefield 
Where thou wouldst only faint and yield.

—Anonymous

A B u l l e t in  S h o r t

Some folk attend church only four 
times. When they are hatched, matched, 
patched, and snatched.

-—Wenatchee, Washington, bidletin

* Pastor, Connell, Washington.

T i t h i n g

John D. Rockefeller once said: “ I 
never would have been able to tithe my 
first million dollars I made if I had not 
tithed my first salary, which was $1.50 
a week.”

S e n t e n c e  S e r m o n s

“ It is predicted that by the year 2000
a .d . we will work only one hour per day 
—some fear that this will end the coffee 
bieak.

“Sometimes the grass is greener on 
the other side of the fence because they 
take better care of it over there.

“Don’t look down on others—only God 
sits that high!

“The modern girl usually gets along 
with her mother-in-law, because she 
can’t afford another baby sitter.

“It has been said that the Garden of 
Eden was called Paradise because Adam 
took a good ribbing without complaining 
about it, and Eve couldn’t throw up to 
him the better men she might have 
married.”

—Copied from “ Selah”
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T r ia l s

“Trials are medicines which our Wise 
Physician prescribes because we need 
them; and He proportions the frequency 
and weight of them to what the case 
requires. Let us trust in His skill and 
be thankful for His prescription, which 
if we do, we will find earth less attractive 
and heaven more desirable.”

■—Rev. Budd Attick

F ood  f o r  T h o u g h t  
Pasteur was forty-six when he had a 

paralytic stroke, but for twenty-seven 
years after he went forward—relieving 
suffering in the world.

Robert Schumann’s middle finger be­
came paralyzed, and his future as a 
pianist seemed at an end, but—

Sir Walter Scott was lame from in­
fancy.

Beethoven was deaf.
Prescott was almost blind.
Stevenson was ill all his life.
Dr. Johnson suffered scrofula. 
Schubert was afflicted with severe 

chronic headaches.
—Selected

W h o  H a s  N o t  L e a r n e d :
That when alone he has his 

thoughts to guard,
And when struggling with mankind 

his temper,
And in society, his tongue?

—Pasadena, Texas, Nazarene 
Bulletin

T h e  W is e  a n d  t h e  F o o l is h  
The wise man endeavors to shine in 

himself.
The fool to outshine others.

The former is humbled by the sense of 
his own infirmities;

The latter is lifted up by the discovery 
of those

which he observes in other men.
The wise man considers what he wants, 

and
The fool what he abounds in.

The wise man’s happy when he gains 
his own approbation, and the fool 
when he recommends himself to 
the applause of those above him.

— J o s e p h  A d d is o n

Subjects to “ Stop the Summer 
Slump”

By Eric Jorden*

1. Victorious Christian Living (Romans 
6 : 22 )

2. Spiritual Gymnastics (I Timothy 4:
7)

3. The Great Mediator (Romans 5:8)
4. Marred Vessels (Jeremiah 18:4)
5. Can We Know We Are Saved? 

(I John 5:13)
6. Can We Know We Are Sanctified? 

(Hebrews 10:14-15)
7. Whom Do You Serve? (II Kings 

17:33)
8. Service Without Servility (John 

8:36)
9. Paul’s Self-revelation (I Corinthi­

ans 2:1-4), Declaration, Determina­
tion, Demonstration

10. Three B ’s of Christian Character 
(Ephesians 4:32)

11. Life’s Greatest Discovery (John 1: 
45)

12. Where Do You Dwell? (Genesis 13: 
12)

*Nampa, Idaho.

Subjects to “Stop the Summer 
Slump”

By George Emmitt*
1. Established Hearts (I Thessalonians 

3:13)
2. Pressing Forward (Philippians 3:14)
3. The Man Who Failed God (I Samuel 

15:24)
4. Walking in the Old Paths (Jeremiah 

6:16)
5. Unmerited Salvation (Ephesians 2:

8)
6. Called unto Holiness (I Thessaloni­

ans 4:7)
7. The New Heredity (II Corinthians 

5:17)
8. Born to Battle (Ephesians 6:12)
9. Refuse Not Him That Speaketh 

(Hebrews 12:25)
10. Uttermost Salvation (Hebrews 7:25)
11. Borrowed Lives (I Corinthians 6: 

19-20)
12. The Peril of Divided Allegiance 

(Matthew 6:24)
’’'Pastor, Somerset, Pennsylvania
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A  PREACHING PROGRAM

On Fire for God
S c r ip t u r e : Luke 24:30-35 
T e x t : Luke 24:32
I n t r o d u c t io n :

A. These disciples were experi­
encing a touch of fire in their 
hearts from God.

B. We talk of being “on fire for 
God.”

C. We sing, “The fire of heavenly 
love is burning in my soul.”

D. John the Baptist preached of a 
baptism with fire.

E. Sincere persons admit we need 
the fire of God burning in our 
hearts.

F. There are some things necessary 
for fire to burn.

I. M u s t  H a v e  a  S t a r t .
A. Crisis experience.

1. We grow in grace, but we do 
not grow into a saving experi­
ence.

2. John 3:3 says, “Ye must be 
born again.”

B. Fire is started by contact with 
other fire. God alone can start 
this fire in our hearts (Acts

4:12).
II. M u s t  H a v e  F u e l .

A. If we are to burn consistently we 
must receive fuel regularly.
1. The Word.
2. Private devotions.
3. Public worship.

III . M u s t  B e S t ir r e d .
A. All the wood on a fire will never 

be burned unless it is stirred.
B. When a fire is stirred, the ends 

not yet exposed to heat are 
placed in the fire.

C. Necessity of letting God stir us 
so we will serve Him with all our 
souls, minds, and strength.

IV . M u s t  H a v e  a n  A ir  E s c a p e .
A. Big fire can be smothered if air 

vent is closed.
B. Our service to God is the vent 

that keeps the fire blazing in our 
souls.

C. Many Christians lose fire when
they stop:
1. Teaching a Sunday school 

class.
2. Calling for church.
3. Attending prayer meeting.
4. Personal evangelism.

C o n c l u s i o n : Fires will last if they are
started by God, fuel is applied reg­
ularly, we allow God to stir us, and 
the flame is kept blazing by con­
sistent service.

— R a l p h  L. S l a y t o n  
Areata, California

W ho Are the Elect?

S c r i p t u r e : Romans 9 :6b-23

T e x t : I Peter 1:1-2
I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. Varied answers to this important 
question but agreement that the 
elect are a fortunate and favored 
people.
1. Freedom from condemnation 

through faith in the atonement 
and all-sufficiency of Christ 
(Romans 8:32-33).

2. Shepherded by sacrificial min­
istry—brought to glory by the 
sufferings of Christ and His 
servants (II Timothy 2:10).

3. Special protection in life’s trials 
and problems (Luke 18:7).

4. Choicest fellowship in Christ 
(II John 1:1).

B. Election carries such high privi­
lege, important to know: “Who 
are the elect?” further, “Are we 
among the elect?”
1. Definition and scriptural use of 

the word implies selection and 
choice, a right constantly exer­
cised by God.

2. Christian content: the choice 
or selection of God for salvation 
and destiny. Not as the West­
minster Confession: “By the 
decree of God and for the mani­
festation of His glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated 
unto eternal life, and others 
foreordained to death.” The
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creedal statement adds that God 
has ordained also the means by 
which chosen ones shall be 
saved, and ends: “neither are 
there any other redeemed of 
Christ but the elect only.”
a. Many C a l v i n i s t s  revolt 

against, even reject the 
harshness of this Confession. 
Still those who teach:

b. Unless elected, no salvation; 
further, if elected must wait 
“ God’s time.”  He alone 
knows when we have come 
to “an end of ourselves.” 
Contrary to II Corinthians 
5:15; Acts 17:30; John 6:37; 
etc.

c. If elected, no possibility of 
being lost—one act of faith 
guarantees a future heaven 
whatever a man may do 
after being saved. God will, 
if necessary, “save by fire,” 
where neither desire nor 
fitness for heaven exists. 
Contrary to conditions of 
salvation, scriptural warn­
ings and examples of judg­
ment.

3. Comfort of the doctrine. To 
those “scattered,” disowned and 
afflicted as Christians, compen­
sation in being God’s chosen, 
I Peter 1:1. But never a false 
comfort which makes God un­
just or unfair, limits the atone­
ment, contradicts John 3:16, 
and gives license for sin or 
compromise. The comfort God 
intended is given by three gov­
erning truths.

I. E l e c t i o n  I s A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F o r e ­
k n o w l e d g e  o f  G o d .

A. Omniscience must include fore­
knowledge of every life, of all 
possibilities, including who will 
be saved, who will be lost.

B. Foreknowledge does not mean 
foreordination to heaven or hell. 
In the light of His knowledge God 
encourages the responsive and 
seeks to restrain the rebellious 
(I Timothy 2:4; II Peter 3:9).

II. E l e c t i o n  Is A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F a i t h  
o f  t h e  H e a r t .

A. Election and faith are linked 
(Titus 1:1; II Thessalonians 
2:13). God in love wills to save 
all men. In sovereign wisdom 
He has elected to save those who 
will believe.
1. To show there is no respect of 

persons with God.
2. That no glory should be di­

verted from His Son.
3. That love’s gratitude should be 

inspired in those who believe.
B. No one can blame God for a lack 

of faith; the grace and power to 
believe are God’s gift to “whoso­
ever will.” An act of believing 
is a human responsibility. Faith, 
not election, determines destiny 
(John 3:18).

III. E l e c t io n  Is A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  F r u it  
o f  t h e  L i f e .

A. With the foreknowledge of love 
and wisdom, in consistency with 
His own character, God “select­
ed” precious Blood as the means 
of salvation, faith as the method 
of salvation, and holiness as the 
goal of salvation (Ephesians 14; 
Colossions 3:12). Faith is the 
foundation upon which God 
builds His eternal plan, that His 
believing elect should be “con­
formed unto the image of his 
Son” (II Peter 1:5-8; Romans 
8:29).

B. God’s plan necessitates God’s 
power—we are elect “through 
sanctification of the Spirit” 
(I Peter 1:2). No unconditional 
security after believing, an in­
escapable responsibility to press 
on to Christian perfection, to be­
come increasingly Christlike in 
the “all things” of experience.

C o n c l u s i o n : Election is to faith; pre­
destination is to character.

— A l b e r t  J. L o w n

Pastor, Lisburn, North Ireland
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The Unmoved Christian
S c r ip t u r e : Acts 20:17-24 
T e x t : Acts 20:24 
I n t r o d u c t io n :

A. Many notable Christians, past 
and present.

B. Most notable New Testament 
Christian was St. Paul.
We can think of St. Paul as:
1. The constant traveler
2. The contending warrior
3. The courageous witness
4. The conquering Christian

I. S t . P a u l  W a s  U n m o v e d  b y  T e st s  
a n d  T r ia l s .

II . S t . P a u l  W a s  F u l l y  Y ie l d e d  to  
G o d .

III. S t . P a u l ’ s I m p e l l in g  M o t iv e  W a s  
T h a t  H e  M ig h t  F in is h  H is  C o u r se  
W it h  J o y .
A. This should be the impelling mo­

tive of every Christian.
B. We must remember it is easy to 

start but difficult to finish as 
strongly as we began.

IV. S t . P a u l ’ s G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n .
A. To open their eyes, and to turn 

them from darkness to light.
B. To testify the gospel of the grace 

of God to have and keep under 
all circumstances.

C o n c l u s i o n :
A. We are on display on God’s show 

window.
B. To show to others what God has 

done for us and can do for others.
— V . C . M u l k in  

Youngstown, Arizona

Losing by Saving—
Saving by Losing

T e x t :  Mark 8 :3 4 -3 5  
I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. Religion of Christ is eminently a 
religion of self-denial.

B. It is a religion of love, and great 
love always prompts self-denial.
1. Christ gave up His glory in 

heaven.
2. He took the limitations of our 

humanity.
3. Endured the pain of misunder­

standing.

4. Suffered the agony of the 
Cross.

I. W h a t  It  M e a n s  t o  B e g i n  t h e  C h r i s ­
t i a n  L i f e .
A. Turning from all sin and follow­

ing Christ.
B. Receiving Christ joyfully.
C. Full surrender of one’s self to 

Christ.
D. Serving under new leadership. 

Once Satan and now Christ.
I I . F a l s e  B e l i e f  S h o w n  i n  L i v e s  o f  

M a n y .
A. Those endeavoring to be Chris­

tian.
1. No sacrifice, little burden, no 

tears, clouded vision, and no 
travail of soul.

2. They will be saving yet losing 
their souls.

I I I .  S a v i n g  b y  L o s i n g .
A. By leaving place and position to 

God.
B. By dying to opinions of friends, 

willing to lose their good will.
C. Enduring the frowns and sneers 

of world.
D. Placing life and possessions at 

Christ’s disposal.
I V .  A l l  f o r  t h e  G l o r y  o f  C h r i s t .

A. Pray and fast for His sake.
B. Give sacrificially for His sake.
C. Build and equip churches for His 

sake.
D. Endure all things for His sake.

C o n c l u s i o n : Will you be His disciple
and wear His yoke—have His favor 
—bear His reproach—receive His 
smile—carry His cross—gain His 
crown?

— V .  C . M u l k i n

The Glorious Commission
T e x t : Matthew 2 8 :1 8 -2 0
I n t r o d u c t i o n :

A. Redemption was planned by God, 
provided by Christ, and admin­
istered by the Holy Spirit. It is 
received by sinful, repentant 
men.

B. Christ has finished His earthly 
mission.

I . A  G r e a t  S t a t e m e n t

A. He is risen, triumphant over 
Satan.
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B. Risen!—Conqueror of sin.
C. His reward.

1. Sin is conquered.
2. Death is conquered.
3. Hell is conquered.

II. A G r e a t  I m p e r a t iv e

A. “Tarry ye” for purity and power.
B. “ Go ye.” Yes, it is His com­

mand.
1. The field is the world.
2. The Bible is the message for 

the world.
3. God loves the whole world.
4. Jesus is the Redeemer of all 

mankind
III. A G r e a t  E n c o u r a g e m e n t

A. His presence with us always.
B. “Go” praying, studying, giving, 

living, believing, and achieving.
C o n c l u s i o n : What is your interest in  

His “Go Ye” ? In His “Lo, I am 
with you” ?

—V . C. M u l k in

Can Man Hinder God?
T e x t : Psalms 78:41
In t r o d u c t io n : Our text relates an event 

in the history of the Israelites 
(Numbers 14:1-4). Evil report of 
the spies, the weeping, complaining, 
and turning back of Israel. Thus 
they were tempting God and in­
sulting His promise to them.

I. T h e  C h u r c h  C a n  L i m i t  G o d .
A. Set bounds to its operations.
B. Limiting God’s power to work in 

the church.
C. But God is in the salvaging busi­

ness.
II. S in n e r s  O f t e n  L im i t  G od.

A. By saying that they are too great 
sinners.

B. What should be done can be 
done.

III. H o w  M a y  W e  L i m i t  G o d ?
A. By limiting our prayers.
B. By being unfaithful in reading 

God’s promises.
C. By limiting our faith.

IV. C o n s id e r  t h e  G r e a t  E v il  o f  L i m i t ­
in g  G o d .
A. We classify God as finite.
B. We doubt God’s power.
C. We reflect upon God’s past mer­

cies.

C o n c l u s i o n : Let the sinner cast himself 
upon the mercy of God. He will 
save now! Christ specializes in 
things thought impossible—nothing 
is too difficult for Him.

—V. C. M u l k i n

The Burden of the Lord
S c r i p t u r e : Jeremiah 23:29-40; Matthew 

11:28-30
T e x t : Matthew 11:30
I n t r o d u c t i o n : Some people regard the 

revelation of Jesus Christ as a bur­
den. The cross, sacrifice, judgment, 
all sound to many as if the way of 
Christ was a way of heaviness in­
stead of a way to heaven, a way of 
gloom instead of a way to glory, a 
way of oppression instead of a way 
of inspiration.

As here in Jeremiah the people 
had come to look on truth as a 
burden that brought guilt, condem­
nation, and rebuke for their sins. 
The fact that one faces in the light 
of God’s Word is that Christ came to 
lift burdens, but to spurn Him brings 
a burden.

I. J e s u s  C a m e  t o  L i f t  B u r d e n s .
A. He lifted the burden of the 

wearisome, Old Testament, sac­
rificial ritual.

B. He lifted the burden of law to 
love.

C. He lifts people from condemna­
tion to “abundant life.”

II. W i t h o u t  C h r i s t  R e l i g i o n  B e c o m e s  
a  B u r d e n .
A. It is empty, vain, and a perver­

sion of God’s power (Jeremiah 
23:36).

B. Witness the many (over 100 mil­
lion) members in churches and 
the lack of activity and response 
of members to carrying on the 
work of the Kingdom.

C. Witness the many who seek some 
satisfaction in cults and isms and 
the strange rituals of mysterious 
religions.

III. To R e j e c t  t h e  G o s p e l  L ig h t  B r in g s  
t h e  B u r d e n  o f  C o n d e m n a t i o n  
(Jeremiah 23:34; John 3:18-21).
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A. Truth spurned becomes darkness; 
soul becomes filled with the 
darkness of doubt, fear, guilt.

B. In a psychiatrist-conscious age, 
people grope through darkness of 
a gospel-rejection to find a heal­
ing balm for the soul.

C o n c l u s i o n : Exchange your heavy
burden for Christ’s “light” burden.

— C l a u d e  E. P it t e n g e r  
Chanute, Kansas

Praying in the Holy Spirit
T e x t : Jude 20
I n t r o d u c t io n :

A. Every Christian that takes 
prayer seriously often pleads, 
“Lord, teach me to pray.”

B. Paul in teaching others about 
prayer and dealing with some of 
the problems of the praying of 
the Corinthians said, Only as I 
pray in the Spirit do I pray with 
understanding.

C. Praying in the Holy Spirit pre­
supposes faithfulness to prayer 
like that displayed by Daniel 
(6 : 10).

D. The experience of prayer men­
tioned in the text is prayer ex­
traordinary. It is similar to that 
Jesus referred to when He spoke 
the words of Mark 9:29.

E. This experience of praying in the 
Holy Spirit is so sacred and so 
rare that I stand in awe before 
it. It suggests the reverence 
of Moses as he stood before the 
burning bush. Good Christians 
too seldom enter within the inner 
chambers of prayer. The vast 
majority of professing Christians 
know nothing whatsoever of its 
reality. This is something each 
Christian must find and enter for 
himself. I can only point you in 
that direction and perhaps make 
some suggestions to whet your 
appetite for the experience, and 
challenge you to seek it.

I. P r a y in g  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r it  Is F ir s t

o f  A l l  t h e  U l t im a t e  i n  L o s in g

S ig h t  o f  S e l f .
A. Carnal self is the number one 

enemy to giving all to Christ.

B. The cleansing of the self or the 
destruction of the carnal self is 
the first step to losing sight of 
self, but a second step is the giv­
ing of self fully and completely. 
Jesus taught the absolute neces­
sity of giving self away.

C. This experience is an impossi­
bility as long as we insist on 
pampering self, indulging in loose 
living, loose talking, loose or un­
faithful giving. God help us to 
cry out with those of old times, 
“Let me die! Let me die!”

II. P r a y in g  in  t h e  H o l y  S p i r it  Is t h e

U l t im a t e  i n  S h a r in g  C h r is t ’s  V i ­
s io n  a n d  C o m p a s s io n  f o r  t h e  L o s t .
A. The seventy disciples had been 

sent out two by two and had 
healed and cast out demons. They 
returned rejoicing, not because 
the lost had been found and poor, 
suffering humanity healed, but 
because they had power.

B. Before Pentecost their soul- 
winning missions were verbal 
assignments. After Pentecost 
their missions were a compelling 
inner compassion directed by the 
Holy Spirit.

C. This praying in the Holy Spirit 
does not come when we accept a 
visitation card, though that will 
help; but as we pray in the Holy 
Spirit with Christ’s vision and 
compassion we will eagerly seek 
those represented by visitation 
cards.

D. If you have no burden or com­
passion for the lost, pray, pray 
until you are praying in the Holy 
Spirit; then you’ll share Christ’s 
vision and compassion for the 
lost.

III. P r a y in g  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p ir it  Is th e

U l t im a t e  i n  Y ie l d in g  t o  t h e  H o l y

S p ir it  a n d  B e in g  P o ss e s s e d  b y  an d

F il l e d  w i t h  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .
A. Too many want the Holy Spirit 

and His powers without being 
possessed by Him.

B. If you have Him, then He will 
have you. You’ll have no desire 
to keep any reservations from 
Him.
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C. It is not enough to have certain 
emotions and say, “ I have the 
Holy Spirit.”  You must have 
Him and let Him possess you.

C o n c l u s i o n :
A. Praying in the Holy Spirit is the 

only kind of praying that pre­
vails with God and man.

B. In order to be possessed, filled, 
and used for God we must “pray 
in” the Holy Spirit into our lives.

— H a r l e y  D u n c a n

Jh SPECIALI . ■ • ......

Hebrews

Chapter 12
S c r ip t u r e : Hebrews 12:1-29 
In t r o d u c t io n : The writer, in t h i s  

twelfth chapter, seems to envisage 
those to whom he is writing as 
being engaged in a huge Christian 
Olympiad. In the spacious amphi­
theater are the multiplied millions 
of the Old Testament ages who have 
given their testimony (or witness) 
that faith was the strength of their 
lives. Present in spirit, they are in­
tent upon watching us as we engage 
in the race set before us.

I. R u l e s  o f  t h e  C o u r s e  ( v v . 1 - 2 )
A. The compassing witnesses (v. 1)
B. The concentration (v. 1)
C. The Constancy (v. 2)

II. R e c ip e  f o r  C o u r a g e  a n d  C o n s t a n c y  
( v v .  3 - 1 7 )
A. The consideration (vv. 3-17)
B. The chastising (vv. 5-11)
C. The command (vv. 12-14)
D. The carefulness (vv. 15-17)

III. T h e  R a l l y in g  C h a l l e n g e  ( v v .  1 8 - 
29)
A. The contrasting mountains (vv. 

18-24)
B. The call (vv. 25-27)
C. The continuance (vv. 28-29)

— M e r r il l  G . B a s s e t t

Chapter 13
S c r ip t u r e : Hebrews 1 3 :1 -2 5  
In t r o d u c t io n : The apostle has almost 

completed his exaltation of Jesus as 
the one supreme and perfect Sacri­
fice for sin. One thing more remains 
to be considered—the place of His 
sacrifice. The writer here reveals 
that the place of the sacrifice is 
“outside the camp.” Shall we not 
gird up our loins to follow Him in 
supreme and eternal commitment?

I. C o u n s e l  T h a t  I s  P r a c t ic a l  (vv. 
1 - 7 )
A. The compassion to be possessed 

(vv. 1 - 3 )
B . The chastity purposed (v. 4 )
C. The contentment preached (vv. 

5 - 6 )
D. The consideration propounded 

(v. 7 )
II. C h r i s t ,  O u r  P r i e s t  ( v v . 8 -1 5 )

A. The constancy patterned (vv. 8-
9)

B . The Christian partaker (vv. 1 0 -
1 2 )—partakes of Christ, his Sac­
rifice, as suggested by Dr. Adam 
Clarke.

C. The cleansing purchased (v. 12 )
D. The consecration presented (or 

proffered) (v. 1 3 ) , to the bearing 
of Christ’s reproach

E. The continuing city projected (v.
14 )

F. The commanded praisefulness (v.
15 )

III. C e r t a in  C o m m a n d s  t o  B e P e r ­
f o r m e d  (vv. 1 6 -2 5 )
A. The communication prescribed 

(v. 16 )
B . The conformity to be practiced 

(v .  17 )
C. The concerned petition proposed 

(vv. 1 8 -1 9 )
D. The commendation (to God) 

prayed for (vv. 20-21)
E. The comments in parting (vv. 

2 2 -2 5 )
— M e r r il l  G. B a s s e t t

W e must take Christ in the bright days if we would have Him when it 
grows dark.— J. R. M i l l e r .
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Father’s Day Message 
T e x t : Hebrews 11:7 
In t r o d u c t io n : The very name Noah 

means “rest, quiet, comfort.” He 
was a quiet, calm soul amid a trou­
bled world. He found tranquillity 
and peace in his God. A  man of 
rest, yet strong in moral character.

I. N o a h , a  M a n  o f  P r a c t ic a l , W o r k ­
in g  F a i t h .
A. James said that faith without 

works is dead.
B. Noah “prepared an ark to the 

saving of his house.”
C. Faith influenced his practice.
D. By faith he accomplished his 

God-given task.
II. N o a h  W a s  a n  E x e m p l a r y , H o l y  

M a n  (Genesis 6 : 9 ) .
A. Before his family.
B. Before his generation.
C. Before his God.
D. Noah walked with God.

III . T h e  B le s se d  R e s u l t s  o f  N o a h ’s 
F a it h , F id e l it y , a n d  H o l i n e s s .
A. He saved all his family.
B. He became a type of Christ 

( I I  Peter 2:5).
C. He was God’s priest to the world 

(Genesis 8:20-21).
D. He belongs to the immortals as a 

hero of faith.
C o n c l u s i o n : What kind of a dad are 

you? Will you be the kind of a 
father God wants you to be? Will 
you come forward to the altar and 
let us pray together that God will 
make all of us fathers better dads? 
Let us pray.

—E . E. W o r d s w o r t h  
Redmond, Washington

A  Father’s Responsibility
T e x t : I  Timothy 5: 8 
In t r o d u c t io n : God places the headship 

of the home with the father. God 
wants strong men, not weaklings, 
for heads of families. A  slacker 
father will be held responsible. He 
should lead in religious matters, ex­
emplary conduct, Christian example, 
righteous living. Men can prevent 
broken homes. A  considerate, holy 
father and husband should be

revered, honored, and obeyed. Text 
declares two pertinent truths. Listen 
and learn.

I . T h e  F a t h e r  S h o u l d  P r o v id e  f o r  H i s  
F a m i l y .

A. Not niggardly, grudgingly, care­
lessly but lovingly, amply, and 
generously.

B. For the material needs of the 
home, according to his ability, 
opportunity, and resourcefulness.

C. He should provide for their minds 
with Christian literature and a 
Bible for each child, religious in­
struction, and supervised reading 
and entertainment.

D. Above all he should provide for 
their souls.
1. By consistent, holy living.
2. By family worship.
3. By Bible reading.
4. By attendance upon the means 

of grace.
5. By a prayerful life.
6. By careful avoidance of all 

forms of worldliness and com­
promise.

I I . How t o  S a v e  Y o u r  F a m i l y  f o r  
C h r i s t .

A. First be Christlike yourself.
B. Family worship.
C. Church attendance.
D. Much private prayer.
E. Proper discipline.
F. Games and supervised entertain­

ment.
G. Family vacations.
H. Supervise associates and hours.
I. Be a real PAL to your children. 
J. Think more of God than of gold. 
K. Let love abound.

— E . E . W o r d s w o r t h

The Hills of God

T e x t : Psalms 121:1-2
I. S i n a i — righteousness

II. C a r m e l—might or power
III. C a l v a r y —love, salvation
IV . O l i v e t —hope

— B o b  B reedlov e
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Right Attitudes Toward
Elders and Associates
T e x t : I Peter 5:5
In t r o d u c t io n : Following h is  exhorta­

tion to church leaders, Peter turns 
attention to the younger churchmen 
and laymen. As in 4:7 he uses 
again the expression “likewise.”

I. Y o u t h  M u s t  B e S u b m is s i v e  t o  A ge .
A. Young churchmen must have re­
spect for the church’s proven offi­
cials.

1. The comparative adjective 
neoteros refers to the sub­
ordinate ministers of the 
church. Those who are 
younger in the faith, younger 
in experience, and younger in 
years of service. Those who 
hold positions of lesser re­
sponsibility.

2. Peter, in this paragraph 
(5:1 -5), simply echoes the 
words of Jesus in Luke 22: 
24-27.

B. Subjection must rule out insub­
ordination.
1. The very energy and enter­

prise characteristic of youth 
may tend to make one unduly 
confident and overbearing.

2. Christian youth should be 
ready to take advice from 
elders.

3. Energetic younger Christians 
should seek to inspire their 
elders; the conservative elders 
may tone and temper their 
impulsive juniors.

C. Youth also must prove itself.
1. Let the younger churchmen 

demonstrate Christlikeness, ca­
pability, consistency, and con­
stancy.

2. Neither God nor the church 
can use one who will not take 
guidance or counsel.

II. A l l  M u s t  D on  R o b e s  o f  H u m i l i t y .
A .  Gird on humility.

1. The Greek suggests such con­
cepts as: “tie on with a fast 
knot,” “put on as an apron 
the virtues of meekness,” “be 
clothed with a modest opinion

of yourself in the presence of 
each other.”

2. To be clothed with the robe of 
Christ’s righteousness one must 
strip off carnal pride. (Cf. 
James 4:7 and Proverbs 3:34).

3. This word for humility is not 
found in classical Greek writ­
ers, for it pertains only to a 
Christian grace. And the 
word “be clothed” (engko- 
baomai) occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament. It has 
reference to an outer garment 
worn by slaves and tied with 
a sash or cord around the 
waist. Peter surely recalls 
here how Jesus girded himself 
with a towel to wash dusty 
feet on that night of all nights 
(John 13:2-8).

B. The brotherhood attitude.
1. In the common brotherhood 

and priesthood of believers 
each and all have equal stand­
ing. Superiority complexes 
are indications of pride. Strut­
ting may be fitting for pea­
cocks and turkey gobblers, but 
not for saints. Paul advises, 
“Let each esteem other better 
than themselves” (Philippians 
2:3).

2. Our manhood will always be 
overshadowed and eclipsed by 
the one perfect Son of Man. 
Who can feel proud in such 
a comparison? If Christ be 
the measure of a man, “O 
wretched man that I am!”

3. Christians must be willing to 
take any place and perform 
any service, however humble, 
for the benefit of the brother­
hood of believers.

III. G o d  O p p o s e s  t h e  H a u g h t y ,  b u t

G r a n t s  G ra c e  t o  t h e  M e e k .

A. God sets the battle in array
against the arrogant.
1. God has only contempt for the 

conceited. Those full of in­
ordinate self-esteem, the spir­
itually proud, are indicated by 
this term.
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2. A  man will never be humble 
toward his fellows in the 
church until he first becomes 
humble-minded toward God.

B. God shows His favors to the
lowly hearts and minds.
1. Grace makes for greatness. 

The Christian highway to the 
Sierra Sancta runs through the 
canyon of humility. Humble­
mindedness is the condition 
upon which grace is given and 
God’s favor is bestowed. The 
igloo of Christian grace and 
warmth has always a lowly 
doorway.

2. None can bestow grace upon 
one who lacks any sense of his 
shortcoming and need (Psalms 
51:17).

3. The essential dignity of hu­
manity is the fact that it may 
be the object and the recipient 
of God’s love.

C o n c l u s i o n : Christian holiness sets a 
high standard for saintly attitudes.

—Ross E. P r ic e  
Pasadena, California

God’s Call to You
T e x t : I Thessalonians 4: 7
I n t r o d u c t io n : There are two outstand­

ing words in our text—“uncleanness” 
and “holiness.” These two words 
characterize the message of God’s 
Word and His plan of salvation for 
mankind. We are called to be His 
servants unto righteousness (or holi­
ness)—which is the opposite of un­
cleanness (or sin).

I. T h e  C a l l  o f  H o l in e s s — B ased  
u p o n  G o d ’ s N a t u r e

A. Commanded because of His 
holiness (Leviticus 11:44).

B. Commanded because of His 
love and forgiveness.
1. God’s holiness demands 

holy and pure love.
2. God’s love makes possible 

forgiveness and cleansing 
from sin.

II. T h e  P o s s ib i l it y  o f  H o l in e s s —  
F u l f il l e d  T h r o u g h  C h r is t

A. Christ taking away the sin of 
the world.

B. Christ forgiving the sins of in­
dividuals.

C. The Spirit cleansing the heart 
through faith in Christ.

III . T h e  R e a l it y  o f  H o l i n e s s — L ived  
b y  C h r is t ia n s  ( I  John 1:9)
A. Accepting the full salvation 

through Christ.
B. Receiving the power of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives.
C. Living the Spirit-filled life.

C o n c l u s i o n : The call comes to all. We 
have not been called “unto unclean­
ness, but unto holiness.” Because God 
is holy, those who wish to serve Him 
must be holy. Because Jesus made 
the holy life possible, we are to accept 
it by faith in Him. Because it is pos­
sible, God calls us to such a life and 
longs to see all walk and live the life 
of holiness.

— G a l e n  H i n s h a w

A  Prayer for Spiritual Victory

S c r ip t u r e : Philippians 1 :1 -1 1  

T e x t : Philippians 1 :9

I. H e P r a y s  f o r  T h e ir  S p i r it u a l  D i ­
r e c t io n

A. They are to go on in abounding 
love (v. 9)

B. They are to go on in abundant 
living

C. They are to go on with their 
abiding Lord

II. H e P r a y s  fo r  T h e ir  S p i r it u a l  D i s ­
c e r n m e n t

A. That they may discern spiritual 
relationships (Mark 3 :3 5 )

B. That they may discern spiritual 
riches (Ephesians 1:18)

C. That they may discern spiritual 
rewards (Revelation 22:12)

III . H e P r a y s  f o r  T h e ir  S p i r it u a l  D i f ­
f u s io n

A. There is noted the excellency of 
their being (v. 10)

B. There is noted the excellency of 
their behavior

C. There is also the excellency of 
their bestowments

—N e l s o n  G. M i n k  
Connell, Washington
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Book Club Selection for April, 1960

CREATIVE IMAGINATION IN PREACHING
Webb B. Garrison (Abingdon Press, $3.00)

. It has been said that three prime requisites for preaching success are: 
spirituality, imagination, scholarship. And someone has rated them in that 
particular order.

Oh, how we ministers wish that imagination would come to our aid 
more often, for someone else has said, “Uninteresting preaching is un­
pardonable” ! And for sustained interest, preaching must have the aid of 
a vivid and cultivated imagination.

Across the years that I have been choosing Book Club Selections, I 
believe this is the first book that has given specific attention to the use of 
imagination: the value of it, the development of it, the cultivation of it. 
And closely akin to the use of imagination is the value of emotion.

You will be inspired and perhaps surprised as this author reveals how 
imagination can glean, even in the darksome and drab routine of the daily 
life of a minister in ordinary pastoral work. Note these chapter heads: 

How to Take the Drudgery Out of Sermon Preparation 
All Things Are Soaked with Potential for Revelation 
Emotional Factors Bend All Seeing 
Think Yourself Out of Your Own Skin
If this book will do as much for you as it did for me, you will have 

well invested the price of the book. I am more ashamed of the darkness 
and unimaginative neutrality of my preaching than I usually admit. I 
commend this book with a prayer that it will give wings to your words and 
jet propulsion to your imagination.

DOOM OF THE DICTATORS
Delber H. Elliott (Eerdmans, $2.00)

It is the author’s basic supposition that missionary activity has too 
largely bypassed nations in its search for souls. It is his fear that com­
munism is too much being given a free hand and being left undisturbed in 
its dominion of vast sectors of the world’s population.

Here is a careful, and yet rather popular, study of dictatorship and 
authoritarianism of all stripes down across the path of history. It culminates 
quite naturally in a strong statement relative to communism in world 
governments of today. There is some very fine research and Biblical sup­
port for the fact that there will finally be a “banquet of consequences” for 
the godless dictatorships of the world.

GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM
George Eldon Ladd (Eerdmans, $2.75)

This is scholarly and Biblical, but decidedly technical. There is a per­
centage, however, of ministers who are interested in studying the meaning 
and message from the kingdom of God. This book uses the Revised Stand­
ard Version extensively, and is quite technical, but it would offer sound 
scholarship to those who have a vital interest in this particular facet of 
Biblical truth.
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KOSES EVERY DAY

Margaret Moore Jacobs (Eerdmans, $3.50)
The title of this book would hardly let you know what it is about. It 

is a compilation of devotional tidbits, particularly customed for the shut-in 
and the invalid. It could be used very helpfully as quotation material and 
illustrative material for sermons and would be an ideal gift to be given to 
an invalid who perhaps needs those tiny capsules of inspiration to punctuate 
the long days of pain, loneliness, and discouragement.

SERMONS ON THE PRODIGAL SON
Thomas A. Whiting (Abingdon, $2.00)

The parable of the prodigal son is a perennial favorite. When you have 
read this book you will discover that there still can be preached from this 
old favorite something fresh and pointed that will catch the ears of alert 
people. Here are twelve brief sermons gathered together under the general 
divisions of: Flight, Crisis, and Return. These are soundly evangelical; 
however, they do lack evangelistic urgency and punch. They are illustrated 
unusually well with poetry and life studies. Sparkling material for illustra­
tion anywhere.

COMMITTED TO CHRIST
Harold W . Reed (Baker, $2.00)

Here is a volume of top-quality commencement addresses as prepared 
and delivered by Harold W. Reed, president of Olivet Nazarene College. 
Each one carries with it the flavor and the particular reference that made 
it unique and powerful in the setting in which it was given. These seven 
addresses compliment the intelligence of college seniors without being 
bookish or heavy for the average reader.

Dr. Reed has gleaned widely in the fields of literature, science, psy­
chology, philosophy, and theology. He is alert to the movements of the day 
and the currents of modex-n thought.

THE YOUNG MINISTER
Peter Goulding (W. A. Wilde C o, $2.50)

Here is the story of a young minister who, having graduated with high 
honors from his theological school, went out to pastor. However, failure 
was his fate because he had not discovered the personal concern for indi­
viduals which makes one a soul winner and a lover of men.

The book will be found enjoyable, inspiring, and wholesome for young 
adults and especially young ministers or those studying for the ministry.— 
R o x i e  A n n  W e s s e l s .

REVIVALS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
C. E. Autrey (Zondervan, $2.95)

Here is a very thorough and carefully done study of Old Testament 
revivals. The opening chapter on revival is worthy of careful considera­
tion, for the attention given to the depth of revival needs to be emphasized 
again and again. Eight of the Old Testament revivals are studied from 
Sinai to the post-captivity revival. In each case the author shows a broad 
background of research into the conditions of the time, the causes and effects 
of the revivals. There is, in this, much material for good revival preaching 
by those who feel as we all should feel, that the Old Testament is still 
basically sound and blessedly current in its lessons for the world.
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8 Titles Now Available 
In the Popular BEACON SERIES

Now you can have appropriate little books to leave with those to whom  
you are giving counsel and guidance; books specifically directed to the 
unsaved, the sick and shut-in, the bereaved and sorrowing, and newly 
married couples, which each m ay read and meditate on long after you 
have gone.
Each subject, written by a well-qualified Nazarene, has been carefully 
and clearly presented to give sound, practical help true to the teachings 
of the Bible and the church.
Convenient 3 >2 x (>" size and attractive, colorful, paper-cover design make 
it inviting to slip into pocket or purse for reading at leisure moments.
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Now Here Is Y our Church By FLETCHER c . SPRUCE
Brief but comprehensive facts preparing the reader for church membership. 40
pages.

Now That Bereavem ent Has Come By C B STRANG
Warm, tactful, and sympathetic words of hope and scriptures of comfort. 21 pages.

Now That Illness Has Come By ERNEST e .GROSSE
Bits of helpful counsel and inspiration particularly uplifting to the sick. 24 pages.

Now That Y ou ’re Sanctified By NEAL DIRKSE
“How to keep sanctified” theme gives a practical emphasis to growth in grace. 40 
pages.
Now That Y ou ’re Saved By JOHN E. RILEY
Important and realistic truths that every new' convert should know. 47 pages.

Teen-ager, You Can Be a Christian Too! By PAUL MARTIN
Teen-age-flavored advice on Christian living in today’s demanding world. 32 pages.

You Can Be Sanctified W holly By ROSS E. PRICE
A discussion of how a believer may come into the experience of holiness. 24 pages.

You Can Be Saved By ROSCOE PERSHALL
The step-by-step who, why, how, what, and when of becoming a Christian. 30
pages.

Priced for Quantity Purchase—25c; 12 for $1.50; 100 for $12.50

A Counseling Tool Every Pastor Should  Use  Often
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri

Washington at Bresee, Pasadena 7, California 
IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario



(Elutrrli ifurnttun' not only (ills a practical need; it also 
has the role of creating an esthetic 

of beauty. It should be noticeably in good taste, yet be unobtrusive— in keeping with the 
reverence in a house of worship.
Church furniture is expected to retain its dignity and usefulness through the years. It is a sizable 
investment. Its selection, therefore, is a matter o f great importance. As a guide to selecting church 
furniture may we offer these suggestions:

W o r s h ip  L 
C e n te r  f

C a s t o r s  S e a t .

• T 'l

C o m m u n io n  
I a n d
' A lta r  K ail

STYLK : F urniture should blend with the architectural 
sty le  o f  the church— G othic, R om anesque, C olonial. C on ­
tem porary, and so forth.
i)KSKIN': This is an individual treatm ent o f  a given  style. 
D esign is concerned  with such values as: proportion , bal­
ance, sym m etry, lines, accent, color.
,V O O ))S A N D  FIN ISH KS: W oods and finishes, like de ­

sign, are m ainly a m atter o f taste. Certain w oods are in 
short supply and, understandably, are m ore costly  than 
others. F inishes enhance the appearance and “ fee l”  o f 
w ood. T h ey  also protect and preserve the furniture.

T here  are various finishes available in du ll, sem i-gloss, 
o r  glossy effects.
C<>NS‘1KI C T IO N : H ow  furn iture is bu ilt is im portant 
because the com fort and lasting beauty  depend on  under­
lying strength. S ound joints, dow els, and pegs are es­
sential details. P ly w ood  with ven eer facing is considered 
superior to a single thickness o f  h ardw ood  because w arp- 
age is elim inated. A ctu a lly  today ’s m ethod o f  pressurized 
lam inating residts in products that are stronger and m ore 
stable than plain, solid w ood . T o  obtain  the beautifu l e f ­
fect o f  m atched grains, veneers m ust be used.
P R H 'K  should not be a decis ive factor. Im portant co n ­
struction features are not alw ays visible. H ow ever, costs 
can be saved by  selecting sim plified designs.

I l lu s t r a t e d  b e l o w  a r e  s a m p l i n g s  o f  
fu r n i t u r e  a v a i la b l e .  F o r  a d d i t io n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e n d  f o r  c o m p l e t e  e a t - 
a log.
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At priccs well worth your serious consideration 

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L I S H I N G  H O U S E  • 2 9 2 3  T r o o s t .  B o x  5 2 7 . K a n s a s  C ity  4 1 . M isso u r i


