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1 ON READING SERMONS

L The Editor

f‘ T AM not thinking now about reading as a plan for delivering sermons
| I from the pulpit, but rather of the reading of the sermons of others for
* A the preacher’s own benefit. | believe every preacher, along with his other
* reading, should be an incessant reader of sermons. It is a little difficult to
*  estimate just how many sermons he ought to read, without knowing some-
|< thing about his total reading habits, but | think he should have a book of

sermons always at hand and should read as he has occasion—every day and
every week.

=0 T

There are several reasons which | would assign for this emphasis on the
I reading of sermons. In the first place, preachers are the leaders of the re-
*  ligious thought of the world, and their printed sermons contain the choice
* wheat of all their thrashings. Here they have put their best thoughts and
*

their best sentiments—their brains and hearts on paper. So when you read
a preacher’s sermons you are getting from him the best he is capable of
giving you in the way of his finished product.

Then there is the question of arrangement. The preacher needs to
observe the various angles from which others approach the intellects and wills
of men. It is not enough to read the theories of the psychologists; we want
to know how men approached others when they did actually move them to
right thinking and right choosing. The most effective way to study homi-
letics is by reading sermons. This is much more effective than the study of
textbooks. Spurgeon, Talmage, Beecher and Moody wrote no textbooks on
preaching, but they influenced preaching style more than any other four men
who lived in their day. They influenced preachers, not by telling them how
to preach, but by showing them how they themselves preached. And many
preachers whose methods were most affected by these great masters were
least aware of the identity of their teachers. Men simply heard the preach-
ing and read the sermons of these and others like them and then went out to

preach as seemed to them the natural and right way. And unconsciously
* (0]
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they adopted much of the best in the
methods of the men who were moving the
earth a little nearer heaven by their spoken
and printed sermons.

Perhaps | may be pardoned for men-
tioning my own sermon reading habits. |
have just today—Tuesday, finished a
volume containing fifteen sermons. And
this represents my sermon reading for last
week and this. Week before last | read
two books of sermons. | think | must read
something like two hundred sermons a
year. My menu includes sermons by
preachers who are still alive and preach-
ing, as well as sermons of men now dead.
I do not make any special effort to re-
member outlines. |1 seldom make any notes,
and do not mark the books | read. Not
often do | stop to memorize a poem or an
illustration. | just read and let whatever
will stick to my mind. | do not usually
know what particular contribution a book
has made to my own store or what effect
it has had on my style or method. | do
not intentionally imitate. But times with-
out number things come to my mind at the
time when | need them and although I
do not know just their source, | am con-
fident they are from that grist of sermon
wheat that came in through the reading
habit—the sermon reading habit.

As a rule the preacher is unable to hear
much preaching. Others preach at the
same hours when he himself is engaged.
This makes it the more important that
the preacher should read sermons. | mean
it makes it more important that the
preacher should read sermons than that
others should do so.

Some sermons, like those of Wesley and
Robertson, are valuable principally for the
doctrine they contain. These are usually
somewhat dry and difficult. But they are
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important as representing some of the best
work in Christian religious education that
has ever been done. Some sermons, lil([
those of Spurgeon, are valuable a9 ex-
amples of proper arrangement. Men like
Talmage help the preacher’s diction.
Moody is the master of direct appeal. Men
of our -own day (and | forbear to use
names, lest | should seem to be the cham-
pion of certain types) help us to appraise
the contemporary mind and to make a
study of attempts at current adaptation.

And, finally, the live preacher is always
on the lookout for suggestions bearing upon
methods. And while there are means for
formal instruction on this line, here again
the laboratory of the active church and
ministry is better than the lecture room of
the expert. In the printed sermons of the
preacher, often without his purpose or
intention, little inklings of methods good
and poor come out, and the watchful
preacher gets more from these suggestions
than he could get from elaborations; be-
cause there is an appeal to his own invent!
iveness and power for adaptation which
makes the method more nearly his own
than is possible when he is handed a
scheme all ready made and with its flaws
detected and eliminated.

Perhaps | should give this one caution
in closing: do not confine your sermon
reading to a few authors or to certain
types. Especially avoid confining your
reading to preachers you admire and whose
material and methods you especially like.
Take on a wide range. Read some from
those whose style does not appeal to you
—remember it appeals to some people,
otherwise the sermons would not be in
print. Find out, if you can, why you do
not like these men, and find out why
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others do like them, and let these men
teach you. They may be able to do more
ker you than your old, familiar and ad-
mired friends. And whatever you read,
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pass it through your own mill and hence-

forth
pass

it is your own—especially if you
it through in the unconventional

manner | have illustrated above.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Brother 0. J. Hoag, pastor at Chanute,
Kansas, writes a paper entitled, “One
Reason,” which deals with the question of
the losses sustained by the Church of the
Nazarene last year by reason of “dismissed
by letter” and “removed by church board.”
His one reason is that some have made
church joining too easy and have thus
taken into the membership of the church
some who were not prepared experimentally
and ethically. These in so many cases
either drop out or must be dismissed within
a short time, and Brother Hoag reasons,
correctly, | think, that it is better to not
receive people into the membership of the
church than to have them in large numbers
to fail to make good. He thinks a good
friend is better than a poor member or
Ithan an ex-member. The exhortation is
that our pastors should be more diligent
in producing proper material for church
membership; for of course we must have
members if we are to sustain the program
of the kingdom. We must not become a
museum merely for the exhibition of im-
minent saints; but must continue to run a
workshop for the production of useful
Christians. But it is always a good thing
to pass the product of the workshop through
a fairly careful inspection before placing it
on the exhibition floor.

Recently | received a missionary tract
called “Enemies of the Middle Kingdom.”
It was written by Geoffrey W. Royall, a
member of the First Church of the Naza-
rene, in Toronto, and a missionary in
China. Under the head of “Old Enemies
of the Middle Kingdom” (China), Mission-
sionary Royall lists (1) Self, (2) Super-
stition, (3) Slavery. China, it is said,

(3)

spends as much money on superstitious
customs as upon hospitals and public con-
veniences. Under the head of new enemies,
Opium, Communism and Modern Philos-
ophy are mentioned. Then as a final, to
make up the inevitable seven, Leprosy
comes in. There are three million lepers
in the world and one-third of these are in
China. But three of these enemies came
from other countries: Opium from India,
Communism from Russia and Modern Phi-
losophy from the West—especially from
America. Poor China! There is only one
hope and that hope is Christ.

A few days ago a letter came from Ma-
jor A. Salvany, who has charge of the work
of the Salvation Army in Peru. The major
has seen some copies of The Preacher’s
Magazine while visiting our missionary,
Roger Winans, at Monsefu, and he wants
to see some more copies of it. We ap-
preciated his letter and his commendation
very much.

There are, | think, increasing evidences
that a new day for the old-time gospel is
dawning. Not that men are especially
turning back to it, but that they are be-
coming more and more convinced that the
weak, compromising words of preachers
and teachers who doubt or only half be-
lieve are utterly insufficient. This is not
the case with ministers only, but also with
thoughtful people. And this gives us our
chance to preach the old-time gospel in
the power of the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven. Let us not fail God or our
own generation.
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EXPOSITORY I

NIHITHIHin

EXPOSITORY MESSAGES FROM HEBREWS
Olive M. W inchester
The Blood of Christ

ITH the emphasis on the High-priest-
hood of Christ in the Epistle to the
Hebrews comes also emphasis on
the death of Christ. Jesus had entered into the
tabernacle not made with hands eternal in the
heavens of which the earthly tabernacle had
been a type. In thus entering in he had not
like the priests of old brought an offering of
goats and bulls, which could not purge the con-
science from dead works, but he had offered
Himself. Neither did He require like the Aaronic
high priest to make an offering year by year
continually, but once for all did He enter into
the Holy of Holies, the place of the dwelling of
the Most High.
Obtaining Eternal
(12:12b)
With the offering that Christ brought He gave

to man a redemption that was eternal and final.
The thought goes back to the history of the
people in the land of Egypt. Under the hands
of the taskmaster and borne down by the tyran-
nical will of the king they cried unto Jehovah
because of their grievous burdens. Then did the
Lord appear unto Moses with the words of con-
solation that He had established His covenant
with the people Israel and he had heard their
groaning, accordingly He was to say unto the

Redemption

children of Israel, “I am Jehovah, and | will
bring you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians, and | will rid you out of their

bondage, and | will redeem you with an out-
stretched arm, and with great judgments.”

History records how this promise was ful-
filled, that amid the manifestations of the might
and power of Jehovah the people went forth from
the land and attended by the cloud by day and
the pillar of fire by night they passed through
the wilderness to the Mount of Sinai where they
were free to worship God. This always stood out
in the minds of the people as the great deliver-
ance in the early history of their nation.

(4)
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But the thought of redemption was applied to
other phases of the life of Israel. There was re-
demption for land that had been sold. If a man
became poor and was obliged to sell his land
then his nearest of kin might redeem it. Serv-
ants also might be redeemed. Moreover in other
instances this thought of redemption came in so
the Israelites and their descendants were very
familiar with the truth.

In later days when oppressed by foes, we find
their minds going back to the great signal de-
liverance wrought for them in the land of Egypt
and from that they were inspired to hope for
redemption again. We hear their prayer:

“O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever?

Why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep
of thy pasture?

Remember thy congregation which thou hast got-
ten of old,

Which thou hast redeemed to be the tribe of
thine inheritance;

And Mount Zion wherein thou hast dwelt”

(Psa. 74:1, 2, R. V.).

Thus when the writer to the Hebrews spoke
of Christ bringing redemption, the Jewish Chris-
tians who.formed His audience would understand;
that word had a definite connotation for them;
it brought to their mind the times many in
number when the Lord their God had delivered
them out of the hands of their enemies.

But this redemption thus obtained was not
temporary as redemption in the days of old
proved to be. The outlook on their salvation
was limited, it was bound by time and intervals
of time, some shorter and some longer. Christ,
on the other hand, brought eternal redemption.
How many times do we find the writer using this
word eternal! It would seem that he looked out
beyond this world of time and sense and saw
the eternal ages as thev extended out into in-
finity. Redemption in time brings ever joy and
gladness, but when one adds to that the thought
that through the eternal ages the blessedness of
redemption shall be ours, then our joy can know
no bounds.
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In the one high priestly act of Christ as one
has said there was an abiding efficacy. This was

contrast with “the limited, recurrent, redemp-
))u of the yearly atonement.” The yearly atone-
ment did not span the whole of time only as it
was recurrent, but Christ spanned both time and
eternity.

Enter the
(10:19)
Through the entrance of Christ into the heav-

enlies having obtained “an eternal redemption,”

each Christian now is a “high-priest, and is able
to come to the very presence of God,” so West-
cott tells us. Before this the prerogative belonged
only to one even among the priestly family, but
now every Christian may be his own mediator
and appear before God. As he draws near he
need not do it with hesitancy, but with boldness,
knowing that Christ has entered in before him.

As we look back over the years of Jewish
history we find that Jehovah their God was
ever seeking for them. He desired to dwell in
their midst. He bade them to build him a taber-
nacle that He might dwell among them, yet
immediate access could not be allowed. On Mount
Sinai they must stand at a distance, and even
if a beast broke through the barriers, he was to

slain. Herein they must learn holy reverence
and fear. Yea, they themselves desired, after
this first appearance, that God would not speak
to them directly, but that Moses should receive
the message and bring the word to them. Then
it was that Moses received the instructions for
the symbolical worship embodied in the taber-
nacle.

While Israel had such privileges, the other na-
tions of the earth were without the revelation
of the true God. Thus approach unto God was
limited to one people and within that one people
to one family, that of Levi, and for immediate
access to one member of that family once a year.

When we recall the fact that no doubt: in the
original creation of man one of the exercises was
fellowship with the Lord his God. Such fellow-
ship was necessary for men, for thus and thus
alone could his spiritual nature be maintained.
Man was made in the image of God with a holy
nature, but that he might achieve a holy char-
acter and keep that holy nature from defile-
ment, he must commune with God. Such com-
munion brought joy to his soul, but when he
fcnned, he was filled with fear and sought to
Tide himself from the presence of God. Man

(5)

Boldness to Holy Place
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will never be able to achieve Christian character
until he can come into the presence of God once
again as he did before the blight of sin fell upon
him.

Living under the dominion of fear and driven
by an urge ever to seek for self, man could not
find God. He had the light of nature and the
light of conscience, but there were other drives
in his being that silenced these voices in his soul,
and he was borne along the path of self-seeking
ever dissatisfied, yet ever dominated by the clam-
or of self-seeking desires.

With the eternal redemption in Christ there
came a new dynamic into the life of man. The
Holy Spirit, the executive of the Godhead, sent
by the Father and the Son came into the world
seeking to arrest man in his mad onward rush
toward sin, and not only so but he brought «
new enabling into the life of man when man
would listen, thus could man draw nigh to God,
thus could he come into the very presence of
God.

As Hastings says, “Christianity is the religion
of unrestricted fellowship with God. Such is the
leading idea of the doctrinal part of this epistle.
In this connection the exhortation contained in
the text claims special attention. It rests on and
is expressed in terms of the central truth, ‘Christ
has made it possible to have perfect fellowship
with God; that is the objective significance of
the Christian era. Therefore draw near, realize
your privilege subjectively.” Draw near! that is
the appropriate application of the whole fore-
going argument, the goal to which the long train
of thought has been leading up. Readers who
have felt the force of the theoretical statement
can do nothing else than come into the presence
of God with filial trust and holy joy. They do
not merely hope for free access as a future good.
They consciously enjoy it now as a present pos-
session.”

With joy we arc to draw nigh unto God and
with every confidencc. The thought of confi-
dence would seem to be the main idea in the word
rendered boldness. We would not approach a
holy God with the attitude so often attached
to this word; no, we would ever come with rev-
erence and humility, but at the same time we may
come with confidence. The lexicographer gives
for the meaning of this word, “free and fearless
confidence, cheerful courage, assurance.” We
need not fear, but we can rest assured that the
redemption promised shall be ours, that Christ



206

our forerunner has entered in and there awaits
for us the fullness of fellowship with God.

An Eternal Covenant
(13:20)

Not only did the blood of Christ obtain for
us eternal redemption, and immediate access to
the presence of God, it also established for us a
new covenant which likewise as the redemption
is eternal. As there was a contrast between the
redemption of old and the redemption wrought
by Christ, so was there a contrast between the
covenant made of old and the one established
by Christ.

In days of old there were covenants made from
time to time when the people were assembled
together. The first covenant was made upon
Mt. Sinai and its conditions Were stipulated
before God appeared unto His people. We find
other covenants while Israel was still a nomadic
people. Then we find the kings assembling the
people and directing them to enter into a cove-
nant to serve Jehovah. Yet these covenants while
setting forth an ideal and serving as a moti-
vating power in that the people had offered them-
selves and had entered into a solemn promise,
had no inward dynamic.

Feeling the inadequacy of these covenants we
find the prophet Jeremiah looking forward to
another day when there shall be a new covenant.
Proclaiming the fact, he says, “Behold the days
come, saith Jehovah, that | will make a new
covenant with the house of lIsrael, and with the
house of Judah: not according to the covenant
that | made with their fathers in the day that

il4i* * if ifitsf >fifif {i>fifif>fifififififififif* >f>f
| ESSENTIALS OF LIFE |
* Fred S. Shepard S

Lord, give me work to do,
* Well suited to my powers, *
That to the full I may improve J

Life’s passing days and hours.

*

I Lord, give a heart to love, x
if Lest life should selfish be; >f
Alive to every other’s need, .

And filled with sympathy. *

* >f
>f . . . e *
) Lord, give inspiring hope, *
K That confident can wait *
* The fruitage of life’s days of toil, >f
a Of service small or great. *

(6)
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| took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they
brake, although | was a husband unto them, sai”
Jehovah. But this is the covenant that | wtP
make with the house of Israel after those days,
saith Jehovah: | will put my law in their inward
parts, and in their heart will I write it; and |
Will be their God, and they shall be my people”
(Jer. 31:31-33). With this new covenant there
was not simply a motivating power, but there
was a dynamic element, and enabling pow'er
whereby man could keep the commandments of
his Lord and Maker.

Covenants of old were temporary, but this
covenant is eternal. Henceforth the principle of
redemption will have as its inherent element the
impartation of new dynamic into the heart and
life of man. To be redeemed is glorious, the
deliverance from the enemy of one’s soul, yea to
know that this redemption extends out into the
eternities calls forth praise; to have confidence
and assurance to come into the presence of God
gives cause for greater rejoicing, but when there
is added to that that within the soul there is
imparted a new dynamic which can be the sole
and regnant ruling power through the complete
crucifixion of the self life, then indeed should we
sing our paean of praise.

This is forever sealed as the covenant whereby
men may now come unto God. A new nature
made holy developed into a holy character in this
life, delivered from the possibility of falling upon
entrance into the life to come, but ever develop-
ing in expansiveness of comprehension of truth
and the glory of God. All this is wrought for us
through the death of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Well may we join in the song of praise unto
Christ with the redeemed throng pictured to us in
Revelation:

“Worthy art thou to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and
didst purchase unto God with thy blood men
of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and na-
tion, and madest them to be unto our God a
kingdom and priests.”

Jesus, our great High Priest,

Has shed His blood and died;
The guilty conscience needs

No sacrifice beside:
His precious blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne.

—-lsaac W atts.
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HOMILETICAL

PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS FOR

JuLy
Lewis T. Corlett

How to Make a Prayermeeting Successful

1

o &

10.

Be on time; do not be late. A straggling
presence is better than none, but is poor.
Be a constant attendant at the midweek
prayer service.

Occupy a forward seat. Do not sit in the
most distant seat as if you were a stranger,
or ashamed.

Be brief; others will want to speak and pray.
Be interesting in your remarks.

Make strangers and others welcome by a
warm handshake and a word of welcome
at the close of the meeting.

Enter into the singing heartily and earnestly.
Avoid the habit of complaining and criti-
cizing; be cheerful.

Expect God’s presence.

Go home, feeling it was good to have been
there.— Selected.

What is the Duty of a Young Person to the

Church ?

R espect the Church

1 The ideals she holds.

2. The mission she has.

3. The gospel she offers.

Attend the Church Services

1 Half-hearted interest fails.

2. Services are opportunities.

3. Attendance develops character.

4. Attendance keeps in touch with a good
class of people.

5. Regularity in attendance helps to form
ideals and objectives.

Plan to Help the Church \%

1. Implies the confession that the church
has helped them.

2. Train for service for some department
of church work.

3. Plan for a life of usefulness.

Boost the Church
1. The church is the best booster the young
person has.

2. Boosting good things strengthens good
qualities in anyone’s life.

3. It is always wrong forces and wrong
attitudes that are against the church.

(7)

Reverence in Church
1. For personal good.
2. For proper example.

The Mercy of God
(Psalm 103)
M anifested
1. Tender relationship of a Father.
2. Dealing with humanity.

a. Slow to anger.

b. Plenteous in mercy.

c. Does not deal with man after his sins
nor reward him according to his ini-
quities.

3. Using His ability to help humanity.

a. Forgave all thine iniquities.

b. Healeth all thy diseases.

c. Redeemeth thy life from destruction.

d

Crowneth thee with lovingkindness
and tender mercies.

f. Satisfieth thy mouth with good
things.

g. Executeth righteousness and judg-

ments to the oppressed.
His Mercy Endureth Forever
1 From everlasting to everlasting.
2. For man in time and eternity.
Man Should Be Grateful for His Mercy

Immortality

Men Have Reached for |It, Thought of

It and Longed to Know More About It

Durinc the Ages

1. Death is mysterious to the natural.

2. Philosophy and heathendom give no
picture of life beyond the grave.

Immortality Is the Glorious

of Christianity (2 Tim. 1:10).

1 The only clear picture of the immortal
within man.

2. Through Christ, become a glorious real-
ity in life.

Immortality May Be

Discovery

a Source of Hap-

piness or One of Fear

Man Is the Regulator of the Benefits

He Derives Either from the Hope of
Immortality or the Enjoyment Thereof
Through Christ
Beacon Star,

and thf.

Immortality Becomes a
D eath Becomes an Entrance
Grave a Portal
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“Renewed”

Renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He
shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Savior (Titus 3:4).

Renewed in knowledge after the image
of Him that created him (Colossians
3:10).

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind
(Ephesians 4:23).

Be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind (Romans 12:2).

The inward man is renewed day by day
(2 Cor. 4:16).

They that wait upon the Lord shall re-
new their strength (Isaiah 40:31).

Who satisfieth ... so that thy youth is
renewed like the eagle’s (Psalm 103:S).
Renew a right spirit within me (Psalm
51:10).

Renewed the altar of the Lord (2 Chron.
15:8).

Renew the kingdom (1 Samuel 11:14).

— Selected.

A Lesson in Contrasts

Seven points of contrast between the Chris-
tian and the unconverted person.

Thf, Christian

1

O EANN

o

~

Dead unto sin (Rom. 6:11; 1 Peter
2:24).

Saved (Eph. 2:8, 9; 2 Tim. 1:9).

Child of God (John 1:12; Rom. 8:16).
Nigh to God (Eph. 2:13; Heb. 10:19).
Under God’s favor (Rom. 5:2; Eph.
1:2).

Sure of heaven (1 Peter 1:4; 2 Tim.
4:18).

Waiting for Christ and glory (Phil.

3:20; Heb. 9:28).

Unconverted

1
2.

3.

Dead in sin (Eph. 2:1; Col. 2:13).
Lost (John 3:18; 2 Cor. 4:3, 4).
Child of Satan (John 8:44; Matt.
38).

Far from God (Eph. 2:12; lIsa. 59:2).

13:

Under God’s wrath (John 3:26; Rom.
1:18).
Sure of hell (Rev. 21:8; Matt. 13:49).

Waiting for death and judgment (Heb.
9:27; Luke 16:22).—selected.

What Is Sin?

Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4, R. V.).
Sin is a reality (James 4:17; Rom.
14:23; 1 Cor. 8:12).

(8)
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Sin is universal (Rom. 3:23; Gal. 3:22).

Sin is the cause of

a. The condemnation and death of
(John 3:18; James 1:15; Rom. 5:12*

b. The condemnation and death of
Christ (Gal. 3:13; 1 Peter 3:18).

— Selected.

Our Pilot
is observant.
is unfailing.
is a royal Pilot.
is a patient Pilot.
is a good Pilot for His knowledge
is infinite.
He is a loving Pilot.
He is the only Pilot who knows the way
to heaven.—sSelected.

He
He
He
He

Welcome Christ Today
As Teacher (John 7:46).
As Friend (John 15:14).
As Leader (Matt. 8:19).
As Peacemaker (John 16:33).
As Lord (John 13:13).
As Savior (John 4:42).—selected.

Great Essentials of a Christian Life
A Great Submission (Psalm 119:124).
A Great Desire (Psalm 119:125).

A Great Love (Psalm 119:127).

A Great Faith (Psalm 119:128).

A Great Longing (Psalm 119:131).

A Great Concern for Others (Psalm

119:136).

A Great Zeal (Psalm 119:139).
—-Selected.

A Continuous Praise— Psalm 119:57-64

1
2.
3.

Confidence—“Thou art my portion.”
Conversion—*“1 thought ... | turned.”
Companionship—“Them that fear thee.”
— Selected.
------ 4
SERMONS FROM THE TENTH CHAPTER
OF LUKE
R. E. Price

Christian Neighborliness

Scripture—Luke 10:25-37.

Text— What shall 1 do to inherit eternal life?
(Luke 10:25).

Introduction

1
2.

Luke alone gives this incident.

Let us beware of ulterior motives in our
quest for truth.

Do we seek light, condonement, or have'
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we malicious intent? (v. 25). Tempting
Him.

3. Unless we are willing to obey to the
limit we tempt Christ in asking the way

of life.
Too many of us know what is required
of us.
To refuse known duty is sin (James

4:17).
I. The Quest for Eternal Life
1. The age old question (Text).

a.

b.

It is asked by all. By the rich young
ruler and by men of all ages.

He asked this question of the right
one.

“To whom shall we go, thou hast the
words of eternal life?” (Peter).

He was possessed of an inborn sense
of obligation and disobedience.
When apprehended of Christ we im-
mediately ask, “What shall | do?”
The heathen has this sense of guilt
also.

2. Eternal life is an inheritance.

a.

b.

None can merit it, we only can in-
herit it through Christ.

Paul’s benediction to the elders of
Ephesus (Acts 20:32).

Paul’s statement before Agrippa (Acts
26:18).

We inherit it through sanctification.

3. How readest thou? (v. 26).

a.

What is written in the law? The
truth of God points the way to life
everlasting.

How readest thou? Critically, Con-
sistently, or Prayerfully?

Study the Word with an open heart
on your knees.

4. Many are doctrinally straight and still
miss the spirit of the gospel.

a.

b.

C.

They are “faultily faultless, icily reg-
ular, and splendidly null.”

God save us from the cold legalism
of empty form and give us the out-
poured Spirit.

Many are above reproach morally
and still have an unchristlike spirit.

5. Eternal life is found not in the letter but
in the spirit.

El

The Practical Applicatiox

1. Principles of life eternal.

Love God and your neighbor.
How shall we apply these? Jesus
gave him an application.

2. He willing to justify himself (v. 29).

a.

b.

But why is there any need of self-
justification?

One with a guilty conscience will seek
to justify self.

()

c. A guilty conscience needs no accuser.
Often we condemn others for the
very thing we are guilty of.

3. Who is my neighbor? (v. 29).

a. He whom you despise and loathe. The
Jews had no dealings with the Sa-
maritans.

b. He whom you find in need and can
help.

The woman with the family of noisy
children next door.

c¢. He who cannot help you in return.

4. How shall I treat him?
a. Love him. Owe no man anything but
to love one another.
b. Treat him hospitably.
(1) Use hospitality without grudg-
ing.
(2) Can you discommode vyourself
for the other fellow?
Put him on your animal while
you walk (v. 34).
(3) Many have missed the blessing
of giving a cup of cold water.
(4) The story of the writing of the
poem, “The House by the Side
of the Road.” [lllustrate.
c. Show him mercy.
(1) Who was neighbor to him? He
that showed mercy (vs. 36, 37).
He was loath to say the word
Samaritan so he said he that
showed mercy.
(2) The one who despises you. The
Jews did the Samaritans.
(3) The passion of compassion (1
John 3:17).
Conclusion
1 This do and thou shalt live. If you want
real life? Thou shalt live—
a. In the sweet memories of kind deeds.
Many an old age is filled with regrets.
We are remembered only by what we
have done.
b. In the hearts of those you have be-
friended.
c. Eternally in the presence of the great
compassionate One.
2. He no doubt was chagrined but the
wiser for the encounter.

Writing or printing is like shooting with a rifle;
you may hit your reader’s mind, or miss it;:but
talking ih like placing at a mark with the pipe
of an engine; if it is within reach, and you
have time enough, you cant help hitting it—e
O. W. Holmes.
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THE PLACE OF EDUCATION IN THE
PRESENT DAY PROGRAM

P. S. Hill

Text—And knowledge shall be increased (Dan.
12:4).

Everywhere in civilized lands great emphasis
is being laid on education. From kindergarten to
graduation the mind of youth is being furnished
with unparalleled opportunities for learning.
Graduation scenes are being enacted throughout
the world. Increasing numbers of youth are
going out to face the world with such prepara-
tion as schools and colleges and universities can
give.

1 This great educational movement which
has come to the world in recent years is making
every youth richer in opportunity than his pa-

rents and grandparents. This opportunity is
valuable.
2. This great movement for education has

burst upon the world in the space of a few
years. The older people now living can recall
the time of hard days, small and ill-kept school-
houses, and poor teaching methods. Now all is
changed so that only the stubborn or lazy or
imbecile can fail to get educational advantages.

3. It is not accidental that all these days have
come upon us. It is part of God’s program, and
was foretold by the Prophet Daniel more than
five hundred years before the birth of Christ.
It is emphatically a movement directed by the
God of heaven. Men have taken to themselves
the glory but it was God who put upon the
nations of the earth the urge to enact compulsory
educational laws, and provide for the education
of the youth of the world.

4. It is well that we should view some of
the characteristics of this great educational move-
ment of which our graduating classes and stu-
dent bodies together With the entire school sys-
tem are a part. We note:

a. This movement is related to the marvelous
inventions of the day. Many of these now com-
mon were unknown one hundred or even fifty
years ago.

b. This movement is related to the political
situation throughout the world. The inventions
of science have brought the nations closer togeth-
er and have made possible a very rapid exchange
of communication and commerce.

¢. This movement is related to great advances
in medicines and surgery. The successful war-
fare against many forms of disease is wonder-
ful.

d. This movement is related to the great mis-
sionary movements of the Christian Church.
Almost with the advance of one came the other.
The invention of the printing press and Kkin-

dred printing helps together with the rise of
the Bible societies has made possible a mission-
ary movement of gigantic proportions. ThisA
now going on.

e. This movement is related to a revival of
interest in the Word of God. Some commentators
have said that the text refers especially to an in-
creased knowledge of the Word of God. This
the Bible societies and inexpensive Bibles is
making possible, and the sale of Bibles is stead-
ily increasing.

5.'There arc some dangers in this movement
to which we must pay attention. We note:

a. The state has taken possession of the
child. Taken by compulsion from the home and
home training. We must have a correction here
by placing the Bible in every school as part of
the course of study.

b. The gateway of evil influences has been
left too wide open in the school system. Atheism
is following in the school life as a natural conse-
quence of the teaching of evolution. We have
no objection to truth but do object to flimsy
theories taught as truth.

c. The crimes among the youth can in part
be traced back to some lack of moral influence,
possibly not a part of the educational system
itself, but due to the lack of adjustment to this
great movement of education. It would greatl;
help if great revivals of the Wesley or Mood'
kind could come to our country as part of o”
national life during this period of education
The teaching staff and student body should maki
an effort for the maintenance of Bible religion.

6. The great aim of education is the proper
adjustment of self to God and the duties of life.
Let us then wuse all the means which a kind
heavenly Father has placed in our way, and let
us be truly educated to serve God and humanity.

GOD’S METHOD OF CONDEMNING SIN
l. C. M athis
(Romans 8:3, 4)

HE closing verses of the seventh chapter
I of Romans is one of the most interesting
passages that St. Paul ever penned. This
is so because, in describing there his own feel-
ings and experiences, he has depicted so faith-
fully, so graphically, the feelings and experiences
of us all. The question is how to Be delivered
from the thraldom of the sin principle. And the
question is settled in our text. Notice:
l. He Points Out the Failure of the Law—
do.” W hat is it
could not do? It

“For what the law could not
that says here the law
could not condemn sin in the flesh in such a

as to insure that the righteousness of the law

Paul

(10)
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should be fulfilled in us. The law demands right-
eousness; it condemns sin. But the law cannot
Jfcure the fulfillment in us of the demand it
makes upon us; it cannot accomplish the destruc-
tion of the sin it condemns. The law condemns
sin, it condemns the sinner, but it cannot destroy
the sin which is rooted in the flesh.

The law has its work, for we read, “through
the law cometh the knowledge of sin.” Paul
taught that where there is no law neither is
there transgression. It is by the law that | have
the knowledge of sin. But while the law is neces-
sary to show us our sin, yet it cannot destroy the
principle of sin that dwelleth in me.

Il. God's Method of Dealing with the Sin
Principle—“God sent his Son.” God sent Him in
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin condemns
sin in the flesh. There are two thoughts to notice
in this connection.

1 Christ’s perfect sinlessness condemns sin.

He was holy, harmless, and without sin, yet He
took upon Him the form of man. And His holy
nature not only condemns sin, but the holy life
He lived in the flesh shows us the possibility of
a holy life. What the man Christ Jesus was, He
was that we may become.

fe2. His death had for its objective the removal
W sin from our lives. By His death upon the
cross He made a complete remedy for our sins.
Paul’s great question was, “Who shall deliver us
from the body of this death?” He found the
answer in these words, “Through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” He thus destroys the dominion of
sin in the flesh.

IIl. God’s Purpose in A Il This—“That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit.”
The law condemned sin and required holiness.
But the law could not provide holiness. But,
thank God, there is a solution to the problem of
sin. He provides for the destruction of sin, that
the righteousness of the law, (holiness) may be
fulfilled in us. In us who walk not after the
flesh but after the spirit. For they that are in
the flesh, that are still carnal, cannot please God,
but we are not in the flesh but in the spirit.

[ -

We ought to regard books as we do sweet-
meats, not wholly to aim at the pleasantest, but
chiefly to respect the wholesomest; not forbidding
Ather, but approving the latter most—pPiut-

arch.

(11)

SELLING FOR NOTHING AND BUYING
WITHOUT MONEY

Joseph Gray

For thus saith the Lard, Ye have sold your-
selves for naught, and ye shall be redeemed with-
out money (lsaiah 52: 3).

Introduction— In these days when we are
hearing so much about barter as a substitute for
money, this scriptural example of selling for
nothing and buying without money should bring
anew to our minds the challenge of the book as
a living Word.

I. Selling for Nothing
1. The things for which men sell out are as
nothing in the sight of God.
2. Some scriptural examples of men who sold
out.
(1) Lot sold out for position.
(2) Esau sold out for fleshly ease.
(3) Achan sold out for gold.
(4) Hophni and Phineas, sons of Eli, sold
out for lust and greed.
(5) Solomon sold out for
women.
3. Some examples of men and women of this
day who have sold out.
Supply your own illustrations here.

the favor of

Il. Buying with Money
1 Men buy almost anything in this age for
money.
(1) Social prestige.
(2) Fleeting fame.
(3) Luxury.
(4) Evasion of criminal consequences.
(5) Women, in marital sense, as well as lust.
(6) Flattery—yes-men.
(7) Religious security at the hands of a
lying ministry.

2. Yet God says redemption

bought with money.

3. Since money is mans greatest asset, and
that will not redeem him, then he has nothing
at all which will redeem him. He is a spiritual
bankrupt in need of help, and doomed to the
debtor’s prison unless he finds a way of help
outside of self.

is not to be

IIl. Redeemed with Another’s Blood
1 1 Cor. 6: 19, 20; Eph. 2: 12, 13.

| read some years ago of an operation in a

San Francisco hospital in which an extraor-

dinarily daring blood transfusion took blood

from a father’s heart to supply his dying son.

2. No other price needed (lsaiah 55: 1).

3. The blood is offered free to all.

Conclusion—Any thinking man will accept the
offer which Christ has made.
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PRACTICAL II

I L 11 pussit ] Fiing

PSYCHOLOGY OF THE RELIGION OF
ADOLESCENTS

Basil Miller

Chapter Twelve
1 What danger is outstanding in any psycho-

logical study of religion? The very nature of
psychology is a limitation of its application to a
study of religion. Psychology deals with the hu-
man factors. It studies the behavior of persons
as an index of their character. Its conclusions
arc based upon an investigation of the overt
reactions of individuals as portraying the inner
mental status. More plainly, psychology forms
the human element. It aims to give natural
mental answers for all the riddles and questions
of personality. Its desire is to analyze all mental
responses into their natural phases, and to lay
bare the reactions and causes of the same in
terms of natural functionings.

While religion is the relation of the natural
to the supernatural. It takes into account the
divine. The result is that when religion is

studied from the angle of psychology, the super-
natural processes are apt to be eliminated, and
the natural elements are liable to be substituted
for the divine. The human response, that which
can be measured by psychology, may become the
sum total of the religious factors. Religion is then
humanized. This is the case when the conversion
experience is denied as a divine necessity in
the formation of Christian character.

In the more liberalistic psychologies of religion
prayer becomes a human practice without divine
reality, and void of the possibility of answer.
Its validity is said to consist in the fact that
beneficial results are attained through the human
practice of prayer. Divine healing is resolved
into psychology, or mental healing. Worship is
valid only because of the social elements which
enter into it. Belief in God, immortality is
taught to be of human origin, based upon man’s
need for higher personalities, and higher powers
to satisfy his. cravings.

This is. the danger of a psychological study of
religion—the substitution of the human process

which is described for the divine reality in re-
ligious experience, or the humanizing of the di-
vine factors.

2. What do ive understand by the psychology
of the religion of adolescents? The psychology
of religion consists in the application of the meth-
ods of psychology to the study of religion. When
the religion of adolescence is made the subject
of study by the methods of psychology, then
this investigation is termed the psychology of
the religion of adolescence.

a. The psychology of adolescent religion studies
the human phases of the divine processes as found
to be active in the religion of adolescents. This
includes the human element in conversion, the
feelings which lead to and follow this experience,
motives which produce conversion, types of ado-
lescent conversions, and all other phases of re-
ligion as found to be operative in youth. -

b. Emphasis must be placed upon the ouS
ward transformations which are discovered in
the lives of adolescents when they become Chris-
tians.

c. The human elements are investigated. It is
not a course in theology, though it supplements
theology with its findings and conclusions. Psy-
chology is the science of the mind; then religious
psychology is the science of the mind as found
active in religion. Religious psychology is also a
study of human behavior in its religious activities.
The emphasis is herein placed on the human and
not the divine.

3. What is adolescent religion?
superfluous to ask this question. But it is ex-
tremely vital to a Christian program for the
religious development of adolescence.

It would seem

a. Is religion among adolescents a natural or

a divine process? On every hand we are in-
formed that religion is a natural process which
is active in the heart and lives of individuals.
This theory affirms that we can teach religion,
that the adolescent can be trained to be religious,
the same as we can train him to be a.biologist
or a physician. Such is not the case. The Chri?j
tian religion includes salvation from sin, and is a

(12)
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divine process. No amount of
cffect a religious or Christian
fcithin the human heart.

b. Can religion be taught to adolescents? In
answer we affirm that religion as salvation cannot
be taught; lor siiia are not forgiven or blotted
out through education, but by the efficacious
sacrifice of Christ. Nor can the human heart
be cleansed, through outward human transforma-
tions, but through the same redeeming sacrifice
of our Lord.

c. What, then, should be our emphasis in this
study of the religion of adolescents? We must
stress those human elements which go to bring
about the conversion process, or experience, and
which contribute to the maturing of adolescents
into well-rounded Christian characters. This will
include a study of those preconversion states,
resulting in conviction for sin, those factors which
lead the youth to seek Christ as his Savior, and
the human elements of the experience of Chris-
tian perfection or heart purity. We herein remain
true to the biblical method of the formation of
Christian character, experiences of conversion and
sanctification.

4. Is adolescence the age of conversion?
the words of an outstanding psychologist of
Ireligion, Dr. Starbuck, “Conversion does not occur
with the same frequency at all periods in life.
It belongs almost exclusively to the years between
10 and 25. The number of instances outside that
range appear few and scattered. This is, con-
version is a distinctively adolescent phenomenon.
It is a singular fact also that within this period
the conversions do not distribute themselves
equally among the years. In the rough, we may
say they begin to occur at 7 or 8 years, and in-
crease in number gradually up to 10 or 11, and
then rapidly to 16; rapidly decline to 20, and
gradually fall away after that, and become rare
after 30. One may say that if conversion has not
occurred before 20, the chances are small tjiat it
will ever be experienced.” The same authority
investigated several hundred cases of conversion
among adolescents and concludes as follows:
“Among females there are two tidal waves of
religious awakening at about 13 and 16, followed
by a less significant period at IS; while among
the males the great wave is at about 16, preceded
by a wavelet at 12, and followed' by a'surging
up at IS or 19.”

k Thus there is a period between the innocence
of childhood and the fixed habits of maturity

training  will
transformation
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when conversions most frequently and naturally
occur. If this age of adolescence is passed over,
and the youths remain unconverted the chances
are they will never yield to the Christ-way, There
i~ :i direct relation between the changes coming
to youth at adolescence and the conversion ex-
perience. During that period when the bodily
growth is greatest, conversions come about in
the largest numbers. The first period of con-
version corresponds to puberty. The high peak
in tlie number of conversions corresponds with
bodily growth the most rapid. And the last
wavelet at IS or 19 supplements the period of
mental maturity.

Religious education must center upon this age,
and throw around it those influences which will
lead to Christ. New habits arc most easily formed.
As a result conversion is not as difficult to be
experienced as at any other period. When ma-
turity is reached the individual is bound by fixed
habits, which are hard to be altered, and by
friendships which are gripping in their power.

5. What motives lead to conversion? To dis-
cover the motives leading to conversion makes
it less difficult in reaching the adolescent. Mo-
tives are springs of action, and if they can be
aroused, action will follow. God employs certain
motives in reaching the unconverted adolescent,
and the duty of the psychologist is to assist in
discovering those means to which youth is the
most susceptible. Some of these are:

a. Fear of death and hell. It must be rec-
ognized that some of the leading themes of re-
vival services are these. Starbuck found that sev-
eral hundred cases of conversion studied by him-
self consisted of 16 per cent brought about
through these motives. With this could be includ-
ed thoughts about judgment, moral and physical
calamity, tragedy.

b. Altruistic motives are used to reach the
unconverted. This includes such as a desire to
exert a right influence over others, or to please
friends or relatives.

c. Many are brought to the Master by the
desire to follow the moral ideal, to live a worthy
and Christian life, to control anger, passion, and
to seek the divine way of living.

d. Starbuck found that a large percentage of
adolescents were converted through a feeling of
remorse and a conviction for sin. If the springs
of remorse and conviction for sin can be aroused,
youth will be touched.

(13)
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e. Many are converted through a response to

teachings. Friends have taught, ministers have
warned, and the youth has responded.

f. Example and imitation are possibly the
strongest forces moving to righteousness. The

power of example is tremendous in touching the
heart of the adolescent. Youth is a natural imi-
tator. We can do no better than to use these two
factors more in our attempts to bring the adoles-
cent to a saving knowledge of Christ.

g. Possibly urging, when the pressure of con-
viction is upon the heart, moves with greater
power than anything else. Most youths testify
that they yielded to Christ through being urged
by some friend, minister, or an exemplary Chris-
tian.

6. What is the psychology of the revival at-
mosphere in leading adolescents to Christ? Since
the largest number of conversions occur during
revivals it is well to study the prevailing revival
atmosphere which is conducive to conversions.

a. The revival is a time of emotional high
tension. Everybody is expectant; hearts are
stirred under the preaching of evangelistic ser-
mons, pointing out the dangers of a life of trans-
gression. This high emotional tension makes it
easier for the youth to yield.

b. During the revival but one goal is in view,
the conversion of the unsaved. This one goal is
essential to the success of a revival.

c. The power of suggestion, humanly, is a
strong motive power in the revival. During the
sermon suggestion is used to arouse feelings which
stir to action. At the altar call suggestion must
reach its highest point. The singing is suggestive
of yielding to Christ at once. The invitation is
urged time and time again to the exclusion of
all other rational and emotional acts. Without
this peculiar “altar service atmosphere” it is use-
less to give the call. It is just and right that this
power of suggestion be employed during times
of revivals, and especially at the altar call, to
move the adolescent to Christ.

d. Psychologically, all the forces of the church
are extremely active in trying to lead the youth
to the Savior during the revival season. This
fact of concentration is powerful as an urging
cause in the salvation of the youth. By the power
of suggestion the very fact that the youth sees
others trying to get him to turn from his evil
ways will tend to lead him to be saved. Under
such emotional stress, and without it the revival

(14)
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is a failure, is the time above all others for

seasons of harvest at the altar.

7. What are some of the experiences whi<W
precede conversion? There are various precon-
version states, the result of the action of the
Holy Spirit upon the human heart, which should
be noted. All come from the sense of a conviction
of sin.

a. First is a definite sense of sin and its
tragedy.

b. Depression and sadness trouble the mind
and ofttimes for days and sometimes it is felt
that the Spirit has withdrawn.

c. Some feel that there is no use trying; they
are weighted down with self-distrust and help-
fulness.

d. Estrangement from God is a very active
preconversion experience. God seems to be far,
far away.

e. Others are restless and filled with anxiety,
and a sense that all is wrong.

f. There is a strong tendency to resist convic-
tion. The youth will try to throw off the convic-
tion through other activities.

g. In many cases wrong habits are suddenly
broken. Sins and evil habits are said to be
thrown off through this deep sense of a convic-*
tion from sin.

Psychologically such experiences are the result
of the mind feeling the dreadful sense of sin as
convicted by the Spirit. Conversion is the cul-
mination of these forces which form a struggling
away from sin. Women and girls are found to
be more affected by the emotions than the men
and boys. Physically there is often a loss of ap-
petite and sleep, and a tendency to weeping and
nervousness.

8. Psychologically of u'hat does the conversion
experience consist? It must be kept in mind that
we are studying the human phase of this divine
process of conversion. Coe, one of the earliest
writers in this field, found that the typical con-
version experience consists of three parts: First,
the preconversion state, dejection and sadness.
Second, the conversion experience proper, a point
of transition. Third, attendant joy, elation and
a feeling of peace. These three are the natural
stages of the divine process. Psychologically
when a sense of sin is working, and the feeling
of conversion or forgiveness comes, this will tend
to bring joy and peace. The warring elements)
of the inner mind are removed.



THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

Starbuck in his study of conversion found
several elements operative in the conversion
Niperience. (1) A yielding, a self-surrender to
God. (2) Determination, an exercise of the will,
a strong making up of the mind to be a Chris-
tian. (3) A feeling of the forgiveness of sins.
(4) A sense of the help of God, a presence of
some outside power. (5) A spontaneous awak-
ening of the entire soul. (6) The public con-
fession that one has accepted Christ (7) A
sense of oneness with God.

Starbuck makes the following statement con-
cerning the will in conversion: “No matter wheth-
er or not the will has been definitely exercised,
and regardless of the direction in which it has
been exercised, it is an important step toward
spiritual regeneration that the personal will be
given up.”

Certain conscious elements enter into this ex-
perience, noted above. But there are also sub-
conscious forces operative which play an import-
ant part. These unconscious desires, such as the
play of emotions, become unified with the con-
sciousness.  Self-surrender is a vital point in
seeking God. It is psychologically the giving of
self to the new life, the making it the center
,of the new personality, the yielding of the entire
life to God and His forgiving power. Without
this surrender of the adolescent to God, there is
no conversion. This means the complete yielding
of self and all the factors of the personality to
the Master.

9. What
sion" The emotional element is strong and vital
in the religious life. They form the motivating
powers of the new life. Religious life without the
emotions is dead. Some of the factors following
conversion are:

a. A sense of the newness of the personality, a
feeling of the transformation of life.

b. Joy, which is ofttimes expressed in w'eeping,
shouting, and a sense of bodily lightness,ofttimes
come.

c. Peace results in the soul. This is due to the
unification of the divided self, the elimination of
the unharmonious elements of sin, the feeling of
conviction, etc.

d. There is an emotion of relief, the lifting of
a load of grief, sorrow and sin from the life.

e. The feeling of acceptance and oneness with
God and Christ follows conversion.

f. There is also a calmness of the mental and

feelings follow adolescent conver-
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the emotional life, resultant from the forgiveness
of sins.

g. There is moreover the assurance of the hu-
man mind that one is accepted of God. In the
terminology of the Bible this is the witness of
the Holy Spirit to our spirit.

The peculiarities of the mental and emotional
life of the adolescent will determine the type
of the emotional state during conversion.. That
disposition which feels keenly before conversion,
has a deep sense of sin, tends to a more violent
conversion experience. Those who are naturally
calm usually rejoice in their souls after conver-
sion with the same general calmness. No general
rule can be laid down, however, for the type
of the emotional elements entering into con-
version.

10. What is the character of the life following
conversion?

a. Conversion is a life free from sin. On this
score the Bible and psychology agree in toto.

b. Conversion is an experience of unselfing.
It is a life given over to God to do His will,
and to service for mankind.

c. Conversion is a life of broken habits.

d. From the psychological angle conversion is
the transformation of the entire being. The hu-
man elements Which war with the divine are re-
made.

e. Conversion is the birth of new powers for
the adolescent. Theologically conversion is “an
enduement with power from on high.” This is
corroborated from the psychological study of the
process. “It is as if brain areas which had lain
dormant had now suddenly come into activity—
as if their stored-up energy had been liberated,
and now began to function,” writes Starbuck.

f. Conversion is a life on a higher plane, men-
tally, morally and socially.

11. What is the place of sanctification in ado-
lescent religion? We find the same general cor-
roboration of theology and psychology concern-
ing the experience of sanctification as we do
about conversion. Theologically conversion is the®
forgiveness of outward sins; while sanctification
is the cleansing of the nature from the sin prin-
ciple.

a. There can be no doubt from the psycho-
logical angle t-liat after conversion there exist
two warring principles in the soul of the adoles-
cent. Here is found the desire to live a righteous
life, along with those motives and emotions which

(15)
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will pull the soul back to the evil way. This is
a double-minded, a warring emotional state.
The first element is the divine, and the latter is
the human, termed carnality.

b. Youths have testified that after conver-
sion—having been torn by these two elements—
they have been sanctified instantaneously, where-
by the mind was completely freed from the en-
tanglements of carnality, or the sin principle. This
experience is usually sought for after the adoles-
cent has been struggling with this “double-mind-
ed experience.” There is a sense or conviction of
a need of a deeper, more complete experience.
The warring elements are herein completely uni-
fied. There is one aim and one goal in the entire
mind, the conscious and the subconscious ranges,
and that is the serving of God with the entire
personality.

c. With this experience comes an enduement
of power whereby the adolescent is enabled to
live pure and holy.

d. Psychologically the greatest need of adoles-
cents is sanctification. Hereby the entire nature
is cleansed. The deep-rooted principles which are
hidden in the subconscious mind are destroyed,
and there is complete victory over the former
life. On this score Starbuck writes, “A life of
harmony cannot be reached until the new set
of activities have become habitual and carry
with them a tone of familiarity. Sanctification
is the step usually after much striving and dis-
content by which the personality is finally iden-
tified with the spiritual life which at conversion
existed merely as a hazy possibility.”

12.
ence of sanctification consist?

a. The first step in this experience is a feeling
of the need of a pure heart, a unified life, or one
identified with the spiritual life.

b. The second step is the seeking for this ex-
perience of purity, or harmony with God and
His will.

c. The third step is that of self-surrender of
the entire personality to God, the consecration of
self to God and His service. This consists of
"walking in the light,” doing what God shows
one to do, the turning over of the being to God
for whatever He may choose to have one do.
The emphasis herein is upon a complete surrend-
er, an entire consecration.

d. When this is finished then there enters in
the element of faith that God has completed the
work. Without faith the harmony and unity of
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purity does not come. God works with the hu-
man only on these twro conditions, consecration
and faith.

e. Following this is the sense of freedom from
all the entanglements of sin, and a knowledge
that the heart is pure.

13. What gquiding principles should Inl kept
in mind by the religious teacher of adolescents?

a. Youth demands sympathy, kindness, and
a person who will believe in him or her, one
who is patient with the short-comings, and will
strive to guide aright.

b. Youth needs someone to whom he or she
can look, who exemplifies the Christian life.

c. The keynote of adolescence religion is serv-
ice, activity, doing something for the church and
for others. Herein youth ofttimes fails in main-
taining his or her Christian experience because
service activities are not engaged in.

14. What is the place of the divine element
in the religion of adolescents? Since we have
been making a study of the psychological and
human phases of the religion of adolescence,
much which we are accustomed to read concern-
ing the divine elements has been lacking. But
no question can be raised concerning the neces-
sity of the divine factors which enter into every
psychical, mental or emotional activity of ado*
lescent religion. Conversion is a divine process,
to which there is of necessity a human phase.
Sanctification is wrought by the Spirit of God in
a human soul. Adolescence must be trained to
rely daily upon God for grace which will afford
strength to be pure and upright.

The human elements and factors of this re-
ligious process arc made possible only through the
divine and supernatural interventions. Salvation
is one’s relationship to God, and to it there is of
necessity a supernatural, as well as a natural,
element. It is supernatural in that the active
agent is God, and natural in that this work is
wrought in a human soul, wherein are the mental
mechanisms, the emotional states, and all the
forces of a human personality. There is thus no
warring between the human and the divine in a
psychological study of the religion of adolescence.

Our memory is like a sieve, the holes of which
m time get larger and larger; the older we get
the quicker anything entrusted to it slips from the
memory, whereas what was fixed fast in it if
early days is there stillL—sSchopenhauer.
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CHURCH PUBLICITY

Joseph Gray

WncLE Six—Newspaper Display Advertising

ATIONAL advertisers paid $163,000,000
N for space in American newspapers in
19.14, according to the figures of the
Bureau of Advertising in a report to the American
Newspaper Publishers” Association just made

public in United Press dispatch. This is an in-
crease of 12.4 per cent over 1933.

Another interesting item in this dispatch is
that the newspapers receive by far the largest
share of the national advertising dollar. Out of
every dollar spent by national advertisers, 46 7-10
cents goes for newspaper advertising. The other
53 3-10 cents is distributed as follows: maga-
zines, 32 5-10 cents; radio, 12 2-10 cents; outdoor
posters, 7 7-10 cents; car cards 9-10 of a cent.

It seems to me that there is an important fact
here for those who have only a few dollars to
spend for advertising. If national advertisers,
who because of their large spread of territory can
afford to use any medium they choose, still find
the newspaper the most profitable type of ad-
vertising, then \wv¢ who have a limited area in
Ahich to advertise and so find many avenues

advertising impractical, may still find that
dollars spent for newspaper advertising is well
spent. This is substantiated by the fact that the
Bureau of Advertising finds that the newspaper
is read in S7.S per cent of American homes.

It is because of these facts that we have placed
the newspaper display advertising first in our
consideration of where we shall spend our ad-
vertising dollars. It is my personal judgment
that many churches would do well to cut down
on what may be termed the frills of advertising
represented by handbills, novelty advertising,
etc., and spend more of their advertising dollars
on newspaper display space.

The only territory where the newspaper 'dis-
play advertising does not represent money well
-pent is where the only newspaper available cov-
ers a territory much larger than the territory of
the church involved. In that case, the space-rate
is so high it ceases to be economical for that
particular group. This would be particularly true
of a neighborhood church in a metropolitan
area, served only by a large metropolitan daily.
However, | believe 98 out of every 100 churches

le a paper serving their territory whose circu-
lation spread and space-rate is such as to justify
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its use as an advertising medium, at least in special
campaigns, if not for systematic advertising.

It should be clear in the minds of those who
have followed this series of articles thus far,
that when we speak of newspaper advertising,
we do not refer to news stories. Stories are not
paid for, arc published somewhat according to
the desire of the editor, and must conform to a
certain style; while display space is paid for,
hence may be run whenever you choose—granted
that your purse will stand it, and it may follow
your ideas entirely as long as you stay within
the bounds of good taste and the printing ability
of your particular paper.

Before we consider the newspaper display ad-
vertisement proper, it may be well to consider
three other types of advertising. They are:
church notices, reader advertisements, and classi-
fied advertisements.

By church notices we mean the columns which
many papers run announcing the Sunday serv-
ices. Most newspapers donate this space and run
the notices free. Only one paper in all my pas-
torate has charged for this service. But many
papers seem to be particularly conscious of the
churches which are paying for other advertising
when it comes to giving space in this column.
This is true even though they resent any sug-
gestion that their ordinary news columns are in
any way influenced by the amount of advertising
space you may carry. It is because of this
feeling on the part of many editors, that the
church column is really advertising space donated
to the churches as distinct from the news columns,
that the requirements are often very rigid. It
is well to study this column and conform your
copy to type, even though the-space is free,
remembering that this is the feeling of many
editois. However this attitude seems to be pass-
ing rapidly, and such restrictions as are now
placed on this column are usually due to the re-
quirements of the paper, as explained in a pre-
vious article.

The reader advertising is a rapidly disappearing
form of advertising. Many newspapers will not
now accept it because they feel it encroaches too
much on the news columns, which they are de-
sirous of guarding from abuse. This type of
advertising consists of copy arranged in the form
of a story, with all the copy including the head-
lines arranged by the advertiser. At the bottom,
it will have either "Advertisement.” or “Paid
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Advertisement” to distinguish it from the regular
news stories. Many newspapers make a subtle
distinction between this advertising and the
regular story by using just a little different head-
line type, which helps to set it out from the
regular news story. One of the principal ob-
jections to this type of advertisement is that il
has been largely used to make extravagant claims
for patent medicines, and to further bitter and
violent political controversy. Its chief advantage
is the ability to compress a lot of copy into a
small space. But since most papers will not treat
church stories with a reasonable degree of respect,
and since this type of advertising has fallen into
such disrepute, it is my judgment that it is a
waste of good money even where the newspapers
will accept it. Usually it is better to use fifty
words on a display advertisement, than five hun-
dred words in a reader advertisement.

The classified advertisement is familiar to all
my readers, but it may not be familiar as a
church advertisement. | have never used this
form of advertising myself, but | have observed
its use successfully in several cas.-s. It has the
advantage of being small, and hence, cheap, so
that it may commend itself to a limited budget.
But caution should be used here. A careful
analysis will reveal that most papers charge
more for the same amount of classified space than
for display space, so it is not as cheap as it
seems. Its advantage is that it may be spun
out over several issues instead of spending all
of a limited budget on one display advertisement.
But here again the willingness of newspapers to
print good news stories should be taken into
consideration. Three or four good news stories
free of charge and one good paid display ad-
vertisement, will nearly always be more effective
than half-a-dozen classified advertisements with-
out any news stories.

Where this form of advertising is used its
chiet value would seem to be as a cumulative
build-up for a revival. It would have more effect
if followed by and linked up to a good display
advertisement. My opinion is that where it is
used it should be inserted for only one issue and
then the wording changed in order that it will
stay in the “New Today” column and not drop
into some unread classification. | would prefer
three differently worded advertisements ;:i the
“New Today” classification on alternate days,
than seven successive insertions in some mlitcure
“Business Personals '

classification such as even
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though the cost was somewhere near the same
because of the change of set-up and the cost of
inserting as an individual advertisement. £

If you find yourself with a limited advertising
fund, so small that it will not make a respectable
showing in buying display space, then the classi-
fied advertisement is well worth considering. It
should take some novel form, and not drop into a
stereotyped phraseology if it is to be successful.
Particular thought should be given to the first
word, as much of the effectiveness of a want
advertisement consists of the first word catching
the eye and arresting the attention.

We come now to the regular display advertise-
ment. It should be clearly apparent now what
we mean by a display advertisement without any
further definition. But in case we have not made
it clear, we will say that a display advertisement
is paid space in a newspaper, one or more columns
wide, using type larger than that used in the
news stories, and either with or without cuts.

We will consider some of the things that make
display advertisements effective. One of the best
books | have read in the general advertising field
is, “How To Advertise,” written by George
French and published by Doubleday, Page and
Co. Doubtless there are many other good od|
but this is the best one | have found in my oWn
reading. In this book Mr. French makes many
invaluable suggestions as to the set-up of adver-
tisements, for which | wish to make grateful
acknowledgment, as | have incorporated several
of his suggestions in the following paragraphs.

While on the subject of books it might be
well to mention a few in the field of church ad-
vertising. “A Handbook of Church Advertising’
by Francis H. Case, published by The Abinedon
Press, is my choice of all that | have read. Mr
Case also has another book, “Advertising the
Church.” This is also a good book, but I do not
consider it measures up to the other one, so dc
not confuse the titles. The following books ap-
peal to me in about the order named. It i
needless to say that any of them that are ir
print can be obtained through our own Publish-
ing House. “The Church and Printer's Ink” b>
Ralph V. Gilbert, Fleming H. Revell, publisher
“Church Publicity,” William H. Leach (Editoi
of Church Management), published by Cokes-
bury Press; “Church Publicity,” by Christian F
Reisner, The Pilgrim Press; “How to Advedjn
a Church,” E. E. Elliot, George H. Doran Sm
“The (‘hurch and the Newspaper.” Ralph Nor



THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

ton, MacMillan Co.; and “Publicity and Prog-
ress,” by Herbert Heebner Smith, Hoddcr and
S~ighton.

Concerning the shape of advertisements, care-
ful observation has brought out the fact that
there are two best shapes, one is the golden sec-
tion, and the other is the golden square. The
golden section is in the proportion of 3 long by
2 wide; translated into newspaper terms, a
reasonable size advertisement of this dimension
would be six inches long and two columns wide.
In inches this would be four inches wide. The
golden square should be 3 per cent wider than
it is long. This is so near a square as to be hard
to measure exactly, but il serves to emphasize the
fact that when it is nearly square it is better to
make it a little wider than the length.

This will be as good a place as any to mention
the method of measuring space in a display ad-
vertisement. It is always measured in column
inches, not square inches, and prites are measured
on this basis. Thus the advertisement above as
six inches long and two columns wide would
measure 12 column inches. An advertisement the
same length and 3 columns wide would be 18
column inches.

AReverting now to the shape of the advertise-
riWit, bearing in mind that the ideal is either 3
long by 2 wide, or else approximately 2 by 2,
whether this be in inches or a larger area, two
or three things as to the shape of advertisements
is apparent. First, a single column advertisement
should not be over three inches long. If you can
afford more space, then it is advisable to spread it
over two columns. Second, an advertisement
should not be considerably wider than it s
long, unless there is some exceptional condition to
justify it such as an unusual cut. Probably the
only outstanding exception to this would be a
half-page advertisement. Vet if you will examine
the advertisements of the larger stores you will
find that a half-page advertisement is rarelly
taken straight across the page, but usually as-
sumes about the shape of the golden section.
Third, you will notice that the average newspaper
page is almost the proportions of the golden
section, so that a good rule of thumb guide is
to make your advertisements conform to the
shape of the page, whatever their size may be,
or else make them about square,

jffhe last thing we would note about the shape
JRdvertisements will not apply to the average
newspaper advertising unless you use large cuts.
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It is this, do not mix conflicting contours. If
you have a round design or cut, do not use it
in an oblong advertisement, use it in a square.
If you have an oval cut, do not use it in a
square advertisement, use it in an oblong. This
is especially true when the oval or circle very
nearly fills the advertisement. If the cut occu-
pies less than one-third of the space this rule
can be safely ignored; in the medium zone some
care needs to be used; but if the cut fills over
two-thirds of the space, then apply the rule
rigidly. Try this out for yourself with contrast-
ing colors of construction paper, or with pencil
drawn outlines, and you will see that it is sound
advice.

We come now to the matter of type. This is
vital if advertisements are to be a success. Since
it will not be possible to illustrate all the things
we are trying to say with actual illustrations
here in The Magazine, we will do
our best to reinforce the things we have in mind
with examples from national advertising as far as
possible.

First of all, fit the type to the subject mat-
ter. There was a time when almost every church
advertisement had its main lines in Old English,
but that is not true now. There are fonts of
type that are dignified and essentially sane, oth-
ers are noticeably freakish. In normal church
advertising you will want to use the dignified
fonts. Compare the type in the advertisement of
an insurance company or bank with that in the
advertisement of a theater or “cheap” clothing
store, and you will see what I mean. A good
example is furnished by the present series of
magazine and newspaper advertisements being
run by the makers of H-0 oats. They are try-
ing to emphasize that fifty years ago Mr. Horns-
by discovered a process that is still up to date,
so they cleverly mix the fonts of fifty years ago
with the fonts of today. Get your hands on one
of these advertisements and see how cleverly the
type helps out the geenral idea of the advertise-
ment.

Second, do not mix up two fonts of type on one
idea. It is all right to use two sizes of type,
but finish your idea before you switch fonts.
For example, do not have the phrase “Special
Revival Services” with “Special” in heavy block
letters and “Revival Services” in a very thin
outline font; do not put “Church of the” in
Old English and “Nazarene” in Gothic, even
though they are on separate lines.

Preacher’s
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llcre is an example from a national advertise-
ment. Look in your April or May magazines
for an advertisement announcing a new pattern
of Community Plate. There are four fonts in the
advertisement but each one has a separate
function. One font is used at the top for the
name of the pattern, “Berkeley Square,” and is
reduplicated at the bottom in a line that also
deals with the pattern. The second font is used
only for the trade name, “Community Plate”
and for the word “Announcing,” thus suggesting
that Community Plate is doing the announcing.
The third font makes the announcement and
the fourth font offers one special piece at a
special price. Each font has a distinctive place
in the advertisement. Study it for yourself.

Third, use more “up-and-down” type than
straight “caps.” “Caps” of course means capitals.
“Up-and-down” means upper case and lower
case used together. In case you do not know
these phrases, upper case means the capitals and
lower case means the small letters of the alpha-
bet. There are three reasons why up-and-down
is better than all caps. It is easier to read. Try
reading several lines of all caps and see how
quickly your eyes will tire and turn to other
type. Furthermore actual tests show that you
cannot read capitals as fast, in spite of the fact
that it looks to the untrained eye as though the
reverse would be true. One of the commonest
mistakes amateur adwriters make is to feel that
a lot of capitals will compel attention. But this
is not true, especially if you are using an elaborate
font of type. Next, note that up-and-down lends
itself to economy of space. About half as much
again can be said in the same space, thus allowing
for more white space, a vital matter in display
advertising. Lastly, the use of a small amount
of all caps and a lot of up-and-down makes for
variety without changing the font. We all love
variety and it is just as vital that your type
vary as it is that you do not always speak in a
monotone.

Fourth, do not use freakish fonts that are hard
to read. Leaving aside the matter of dignity in
church advertising, freak fonts will kill your
message just because they are hard to grasp in
a hurry. That is why Old English has dropped
almost entirely out of use. It has a beauty and
dignity few fonts possess, but it is almost illegible
when more than a few words of it are set close
together. The other extreme is represented by
some of the modern fonts such as shadow type,
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extreme thick and thin, etc. If you do use these
freak fonts set only a very small group of words
in them and then drop to a simple style of £ e
for the body of your message.

Fifth, do not have your type too big for your
space. One of the cardinal principles ol display
advertising is to use plenty of white space. One
way to do this is to select a font that will allow
for a margin even on your longest line. For in-
stance if “Church of the Nazarene” will crowd
your margins when set in 30-point type, then
set it in 24-point type and sec how much more
effective it makes your advertisement. Study the
national advertisements again, and see how much
white space surrounds the principal phrases of the
advertisement, even when the space is costing
enough money to make you gasp.

Sixth, remember that since you are paying for
the space you have the rights of a purchaser
as to what shall go into it. Study the fonts that
your paper has available, and then designate
how you wish the advertisement to be set. Do
not hand in a piece of handwritten script and
then grumble if it docs not come out as you
imagined it would. Take time to make a layout,
even if it is crude. Learn to know type names
and sizes and designate what you want. Of
course you will need to be reasonable along )
line and leave the printer a little leeway, but he
will appreciate knowing what your idea is as to
type and layout, and working out your idea to
the limit of his ability.

In this article we have dealt largely with me-
chanical details of display advertising. In our
next article we will try to bring out some of the
details and principles that make the contents of
the display advertisement effective, dealing es-
pecially with the wording of advertisements,
and the use of cuts.

WHY, WHEN, AND WHAT A PREACHER
SHOULD READ

H. C. LiTrF.

ALLED of God” to “preach the unsearch-
C able riches of Christ,” and convinced that

at his very best he will never be able to
preach it as it deserves to be preached, it seems
strange indeed that it ever needs to be asked,
“Why should a preacher read?” It would seem
that every preacher would have such a passion
to arouse an indifferent world, that it would
drive him not only to his knees but also to""5
books. But, to our astonishment, we find quite a
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percentage of ministers unaroused as to their need
of reading. Strange as it may seem, the very call
mUIGod itself is sometimes given as a reason for
not reading. Occasionally we hear a statement
like this, “Bless the l.ord, He called me to
preach, and all I need to do is to trust God, open
my mouth, and the Lord will fill it.”

This utter misconception of a minister’s duty
leads me to insist that every preacher should be
a constant reader, first of all, in order to co-
operate with the Holy Ghost. God forbid that
| should undervalue those times when, without
much time for preparation, the Holy Spirit comes
mightily upon the preacher, and enables him to
preach with unusual power and effect.

But these experiences are only the rare excep-
tions to a standing rule. That standing rule for
every preacher who would preach effectively is
earnest study and reading. Without this, the
preacher neglects to exercise the powers of his
mind, thus ignoring the perfectly normal processes
by which the Holy Spirit helps one to preach.
And while blindly trusting God to help him to
preach, without preparing to preach, he in reality
is failing to co-operate with the Holy Spirit, and
throwing himself open to delusion, and to the
finger of saying wild, unreasonable, extreme,
and absurd things that will drive people away
from God rather than draw them toward Him.

“Fanaticism,” says Wesley, “is expecting the
end without the means.” If this is true, and it is
true, then the preacher who expects to be en-
abled to preach effectively without constant
reading and study, is nothing short of a fanatic.
Of course, he does not realize it, but neither does
any fanatic realize his fanaticism. If he did he
would “snap out of it.” Oh, brethren, have any
of us been failing thus? If so let us by all
means “snap out of it.” Let us read! let us study!

Reading one of Alexander Maclaren’s “Exposi-
tions of Holy Scripture” recently, | came across
this sentence, “The worst of all afflictions is
a wasted affliction.” The expression “wasted
affliction,” struck me. | pondered, meditated,
studied it. As | did so it grew on my hands
until after a week or more | decided to preach
to my people on “Wasted Afflictions.” Knowing
the burdens, the battles, the temptations and
troubles of many of them | became eager as the
hour drew near on that Sunday morning, to
Jfeach to them. Not because | felt I had a big
sermon, but because | did feel that | had a
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message of help, instruction and encouragement
for the Lord's people. After the service several
thanked me for the help they had received. One
very fine young Christian man asked to see me
alone. He unburdened himself to me, concern
ing a serious problem and very heavy trial he
was facing, but of which | had known nothing.
He said, “Your sermon will help me in this
trial.” 1 was glad | had been reading.

Secondly, a preacher must read to avoid stale-
ness. However richly he may be endowed with
wisdom and knowledge, with oratory and orig-
inality, he will soon exhaust his resources and
will be saying the same things he said last Sunday,
and saying them in the same old way. But by
constant reading he keeps replenishing his stock
of ideas, arguments and illustrations, so that he
will he able Sunday after Sunday to come be-

fore his congregation with something fresh and
new, as well as interesting and profitable. A
noted violinist said, “If for one day | fail to
practice several hours, |1 can notice it. If | fail
for two days, the musicians detect it. If | neglect
for three days, the public can tell it.”

Brethren, let us not deceive ourselves. The

public detects our staleness, and lack of some-
thing fresh and worth while in our preaching
much sooner than we think. It is merely their
longsuffering spirit that keeps them from turn-
ing us out without mercy. In addition to his
book on “Preaching Out of the Overflow,” Rev.
Wm. Stidger, an outstanding preacher of our
day, wrote a series of articles for a ministers’
magazine on “Men Who Preached Out of the
Overflow.” He gives a sketch of the life of
several great preachers. He recognizes that they
all preached out of the overflow of a real religious
experience and life. But he also emphasizes their
wide reading. Of William Ellery Channing he
says, “He preached out of an overflow of con-
stant contact with books.” Of Bishop Quayle he
says, “When pastor of St. James M. E. Church,
Chicago, he used to appear at a certain book
store every Monday morning with a market

basket. This he would fill up for his week’s
reading. Thus he preached out of an overflow
of reading.” Of Bishop Matthew Simpson he

says, “He finished college at 18. Was a prodigy
in mathematics, knew four languages in which
he could speak fluently and write with style.
But after all this he was a prolific; reader of
books throughout his life. Of Henry Ward Beech-
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er, Phillips Brooks and others he makes similar
statements. He says further, “1 am greatly in-
terested to note that in the writing of this series
of sketches, of great preachers, that all of them,
without a single exception
readers of books.” To be sure, not many of us
can hope to read as widely, or be educated as
thoroughly as these great preachers. But brethren,
unless we read and read and read, we will not
preach out of any “overflow” that will enrich our
hearers.

were omnivorous

If for no other reason, a preacher should read
widely to improve his language. The very best
English is none too good to present such a rich
and glorious message as salvation from all sin.
And we may be sure that the enemy of all true
preaching will take advantage of any awkward,
obscure or incorrect language, in order to steal
away the truth that we are so eager to get into
the hearts and minds of lost humanity. When
one knows that by constant reading of the best
literature he can correct his grammar, and im-
prove his diction, and yet he neglects it, he
deserves at least a sharp rebuke. Mrs. A. and
Mrs. B. are two of the most loyal and devoted
members of my congregation. They will come
to preaching services regularly, however faulty
and incorrect my language may be. But each
has a daughter who is a school teacher and un-
saved. Only occasionally do the young women
come to church. But when they do come | do
not want their godly mothers to be in constant
fear that | will so butcher the English language
that the girls will go home in disgust and declare
they will never come again. If one has been com-
pelled to neglect the study of English in his
younger years, | believe he ought to begin, even
if he is fifty years old, to study the very rudi-
ments of grammar, and then go on with it till he
dies of old age. Senator Borah, chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee of the United
States Senate, began the study of Spanish at
the age of 61, in order to have a better under-
standing of Latin American problems. He is a
servant of the United States government, but we
are representatives of the kingdom of God!

Another reason for constant reading is to secure
a larger hearing. At first thought this may seem
to be an unworthy motive. But if God has
called us to preach the *“glad tidings of good
things” we ought to have a burning passion to
preach it to as many as possible. We are guilty
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of a great crime against humanity if we are
content to preach to the same little handful, when
we might be reaching many more. | know 1170
the great mass of humanity have never been
eager for the plain truth. But it is true that in
the great mass of humanity there are thousands
whose hearts are hungry, and who will come to
hear us if we can raise the quality of our preach-
ing, so as to make it more forceful as well as
morq interesting. Theodore L. Cuyler was pastor
of one church for thirty years. When he began,
the membership was 2S0. At the close of his
work it numbered 2,350, which must have meant
ever increasing congregations. But, says one,
“He was not a holiness preacher.” But neither
was he preaching foolishness nor sensationalism.
He says, “All that I claim for my sermons is
that they have been true to the Book of God
and to the cross of Christ—have been simple
enough for a child to understand, and have been
preached in full view of the judgment seat.” Can
you stretch your imagination far enough to be-
lieve that he could have gone on like that for
thirty years without being a constant reader of
good books?

One other reason for constant reading is the
fear of the “dead line” in one’s ministry—tbA
sad day when no church wants his services a *
longer. When, because he has allowed himself
to drift along without diligent study and reading,
his preaching has lost all freshness, all ability to
instruct and interest the people. | do not refer
to the infirmities of age, but to the “infirmity”
of laziness, as a result of which many a man
reaches the “dead line" by the time he is forty-
five years old—just at the time when he ought
to begin to do his best work for the kingdom of
God. An old, wornout warrior, with the “word
still in his heart as a burning fire shut up in his
bones” arouses our pity. But a man still in the
vigor of his manhood, who has become so stale
that no one wants to hear him preach—what does
he arouse, pity or righteous indignation? Such a
man will very likely imagine he has been mis-
treated by someone. That if some other minister
or some superintendent had helped him as they
ought, he would have a place to preach. But no
one else can help him, when he is constantly fail-
ing to help himself. Oh that it could be said
so that it would stay said, tjiat it is beyond the
power of the church or its leaders, to furnish ug
a place to preach year after year, unless we ouil
selves create a demand for our ministry.
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But, if reading is so important, when should the

icher read? Homiletical authorities all agree
B the best time is in the morning. This is
sound advice of course. For most men, one hour
in the morning would be worth two later in the
day. There arc some preachers, however, who
insist that they can do their best work late at
night, when everyone else is asleep and there are
no distractions. It would be wise, therefore, for
each man to try it out for himself, and find when
he can do the best work and then adhere to his
plan as rigidly as possible. But, with all the
demands of a busy pastorate, the question might
better be; when can the preacher read? Demands
to right of him, demands to left of him, demands
in front of him, volley and thunder, until he al-
most sinks in despair, saying, “All these things
are against me.” But as a rule, we find time
some way or another for the things we consider
most essential.  And when we wake up to the
fact that it is either read or quit preaching, we
will find a way. But after all we excuse our-
selves too easily. There are many precious op-
portunities for reading that we allow to slip
away unused. If one will make it a habit to have
a book with him whenever possible, he will be

rprised how much he will be able to read in
fyear. There are spare moments here and
there that may be improved.

Sitting in Brother Gibson’s cottage on the camp
ground during an assembly, waiting for other
members of a committee to arrive, | picked up
one of Brother Gibson’s books. | read these

words, “I feel sorry for Peter. He forgot the
angels. Forgot that Jesus could call down twelve
legions of them.” That is about all I got to read

until the other men came. But the expression
“He forgot the angels,” struck me. | jotted down
a few words in a notebook so that | would not
lose the thought. 1 had no more time to ponder
over it during the assembly. Leafing through
my notebook several days after the assembly
| saw the notes | had hurriedly scratched'down.
| began to study and meditate, and the thought
finally developed into a sermon on “Don't
Forget the Angels.” And it seemed to be a
blessing to many of my congregation. Many a
thought, illustration or suggestion that might
develop into a profitable message, is lost because
we fail to improve the opportunities as they pass.
N To decide -what to read is not easy since there
is such an abundance of good books on such a

variety of useful subjects: It goes without say-
ing, of course, that a preacher should be a con-
stant and diligent student of the Bible, and all
biblical literature, including theology, commen-
taries, and Bible history. But along what lines
should he plan his general reading?

The sermons of “men who have preached out
of the overflow” are rich with inspiration, full of
suggestions, and stimulating to the thought life
of the preacher. But | believe a preacher is
missing the mark if he reads sermons primarily
to get sermon material that he can use, or out-
lines that he can appropriate. But if he enters
into the spirit of the preacher whose messages
he is reading he will not only absorb some of
the richness of the other’s soul, but will also,
half unconsciously absorb thoughts and sugges-
tions that will work out into sermons of his very
own. If he spends the time studying the outline
of the sermon he is reading, he will miss the
message he should get from the preacher. But if
he gets the message, his own soul will be en-
riched, and inspired, so that out of his enlarged
vision and inspired heart, he can deliver a message
of his own.

In reading history, if the preacher gets all
mixed up with a lot of dates he will miss the
message that history has for him and his people.
In reading history one should recognize the hand
and providence of God overruling the ambitions
of man and working out His own plans. If he
gets these things as he reads, his confidence in
God’s providence will be increased, and he will
be able to use some of the events he has read to
inspire his hearers to an unwavering faith in the
overruling providences of God.

But the best way to read history is to read
biography. | believe |1 got a better conception
of the Civil War with its awful horrors, sorrows
and disappointments, in the last year by reading
the Life of General Grant, and the Life of
Robert E. Lee, than by all the study of the war
while in school.

Religious biogr'aphy inspires the soul of the
preacher to deeper devotion, greater zeal, and
more sacrifice. And out of the enrichment of
his own experience he will be enabled to preach
with more of God’ Spirit upon him, and to
inspire his people to deeper devotion. The life
of Wesley, of John Fletcher, of David Brainerd,
have been a source of rich blessing to my soul,
and | trust, have helped me to preach with a
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bit more charity and tenderness toward the Lord%s
children harassed by the wicked one. A prom-
inent minister said that every preacher should
read the “Autobiography of Charles G. Finney”
once a year for the inspiration it would give him
in his ministry.

Classical literature, both prose and poetry, will
help the minister to correct his grammar, and to
choose better and more forceful language. But
if he reads with pencil in hand, demanding that
each poem or chapter yield him so much
sermonic material he will miss the beauty of the
poem, or the chapter, and will receive nothing for
his soul. To be sure, he may be able to store
away a handful of notes to gather dust. But
when he wants the notes he will have forgotten
where he laid them, so his labor will be in vain.
But if he reads a beautiful poem for the senti-
ment expressed in it he will be benefited. And
also he is very likely to remember some striking
lines in the poem so that at the right time he
will quote them in some future sermon.

| have purposely avoided the mention (except
in a very few instances) of individual writers
of books, because the books or authors which
appeal to one minister will not be so helpful to
others. Any list of books, therefore, to be
generally helpful, would be too long for the
limits of a paper such as this.

Brethren, we live in one of the most peculiar
ages in the history of the world. Confusion
abounds. Unrest is everywhere. Governments
that a few years ago seemed unshakable, are all
but shaken to pieces. You and | believe thit the
Church of the Nazarene has “come to the
kingdom for such a time as this.” It has come
for one purpose—to point a restless world to Him
who said, “Come unto me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” But,
it the church fulfills its great mission it must have
preachers. If we are to secure the attention of
the people in these days of confusion we must
preach. If there ever was a day when one could
secure and hold the attention of humanity by
raving, ranting, screaming and substituting per-
spiration for inspiration, that day is long gone.
If there ever was a day when people would go to
church to hear a minister say a few pious plati-
tudes, that day is gone. Our day demands
preaching. We must preach better. We must
preach more earnestly. But | have noticed that
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it is extremely difficult to preach earnestly unless
I have something to say.

In the “Crusade for Souls,” our chief pai®L”"
to preach. And, if, in addition to a life of prayer
and devotion, we read, and study and study and
read, we shall be enabled to so preach that we
shall see “multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of
decision.”

, PENTECOSTAL ACTUALITIES
I. L. Flynn

Il. “Tarrying”
But tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye
be endued with power from on high (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:8).

In the first text Jesus commands His disciples
to return to Jerusalem and there await the out-
pouring of the Holy Ghost upon them.

Luke tells us the disciples returned to Jeru-
salem after Jesus’ ascension “with great joy;
and were continually in the temple, praising and
blessing God.” They tarried and prayed for the
Holy Ghost.

Some have questioned whether we should use
the word “tarry” in connection with our conse-
cration. Those who hold that position tell us
we do not have to “tarry ten days,” as did
disciples for the Holy Ghost. Certainly not.
To the disciples it was the fulfillment of a
dispensation. The Holy Spirit could not be given
until Pentecost, which was ten days after the
ascension. The child of God today does not
have to wait any certain length of time for the
baptism with the Holy Ghost. But, nevertheless,
there does enter the time element into every
Christian’s life between his conversion and entire
sanctification. How long that time is depends
wholly with the Christian himself. The respon-
sibility is on the Christian how long he waits
for the Spirit filling. It depends upon us when
we meet fully the consecration that is demanded
of us.

What is meant by “tarrying” by the disciples?
It brought them into “one accord.” They went
from the ascension to Jerusalem with the one
purpose to receive the Father’s promise. They
were in “one accord,” on that. Their whole de-
sire was to do God’s will; for that they tarried.
The desire for the Holy Ghost must be the actu-
ating force of our soul. The Holy Ghost is
given only to those who “hunger and thirst”
Him. There must be a longing for the fullness of
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God, David put it, “As the hart panteth after
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee,
CMBod. My soul thirsteth for God, for the liv-
im~jod.”

They explained themselves. There ran hardly
be any doubt about this. They discussed the
matter of Judas selling Jesus, how he committed
suicide, and that someone should take his place.
(The question whether they should have chosen
someone to take Judas' place does not come
under our purview here.) Doubtless they discussed
their own relationship to God. Self-examination
is a vital point in consecration, for there must
not be anything covered up, or hid, all must
come to view. AIll our shortcomings must be
confessed and loathed.

They prayed. They must have remembered
Jesus' words about God giving to those who “ask,
seek, knock." They were asking, seeking and
knocking at the gates of heaven for the Holy
Spirit. That praying was no formal praying.
It was a desperate intercession, a wrestling like
Jacob. They had seen Jesus pray and get
blessed, they wanted the “blessing.”

So they consecrated. Consecration is more than
surrendering. A sinner, a rebel surrenders. He
Uucows up his hands and falls at his Captor’s
I B begging for mercy. The Christian presents
himself to God, with all that he has, to be used
as his Lord pleases. In bringing his all he says,
“My Lord, here is all I have, all | ever expect
to have; all I know, and all | ever expect to
know; all I am, and all | ever expect to be: take
it. Here am |, take me, | put all with myself
on the altar, sanctify me now.”

Entire consecration embraces at least three
things: (1) Being, (2) Obedience, and (3) Suf-
fering. First, you must be what He wants you
to be. Secondly, you must obey, or put in action
what He requires of you, and, lastly, there will
be an element of suffering in your consecration.
Your consecration must be made without vinv
reservation, wholly, complete. As regeneration
was preceded by sorrow for sins, so to see our-
selves in the light of the holiness of God, lsaiah-
like, will bring self-abnegation. It will cost some-
thing to “cut off a right arm,” to “pluck out”
a right eye. But Jesus said you had better do
it. Surely He meant for us to turn loose and
give up everything that would hinder our fol-
lowing Him fully.

.jAt is said of Jenny Lind, the sweet singer of
a generation ago, that she would sing until you
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would forget you were sick, you would forget
your debt. As she continued to sing you would
forget your enemies, you would forgive every-
body, and then as you listened to her voice in
song, you would love everybody. Sin- would sing
until it seemed you were lifted right into the
gates of heaven. She would become transformed
before you until she looked like an angel from
beyond the dome come to waft you away on
song. The angel-like singer cared little for money,
nothing for the applause of the world. She with-
drew from the public theater. She was found
one day sitting on the seashore with an open
Bible in her lap. She was asked why she gave
up public singing. As she replied, she touched
the precious Book in her lap, “l cannot afford
to hold onto anything that detracts my attention
from this." Consecration!

Joshua was commanded to cross the Jordan
when the river was flowing over all the coun-
try. It had left its banks and taken to the

woods. The rushing, roaring, muddy w'ater was
everywhere. God said, “Cross it.” There was no
bridge, no boats, but they were to cross it

And the record says as the soles of their feet
touched the brim of the river (water), the waters
parted, and they w'ent over on dry ground.
That crossing signifies two things: Faith and
Consecration. They had to be consecrated—go
through or die in the attempt; and faith in God
that He would make a foot-path through the
waters.

Back in the sixteenth century a man by the
name of Bernard Palissy lived in France. He
was a maker of chinaware. He believed if he
could get a fire hot enough, he could make a
glaze on his china. He got wood together and
started a fire. He got an intense heat. He must
hold that heat at a certain point for days. His
wood gave out, and being very poor he had
nothing to buy more with. He must keep his
fire burning, he was too near success. He chopped
up all his household furniture and burnt it to
keep the fire burning. At the price of his sac-
rifice he got what he wanted, he became famous
and rich. We are told it takes three intense
heatings to make the famous Dresden china.
Shall we not allow God to keep us in the intense
white heat of the fire of the Holy Ghost until
His image is burnt into our soul? It may take
all we have to be burnt to a crisp to have the
blessing. If so, let us tarry in the fire until all
is consumed. Oh, it will pay!

(25)



226

You must realize your need of the Holy Ghost.
Search yourself for all the traits of carnality,
then tell God to burn it out. Don’t overlook
that proud, haughty heart. That envious, jealous
nature. How cold you are! You need the warmth
of the Holy Ghost. How little you have given
God, and lost souls! How little you love His
cause! What are you doing for His kingdom ?
Be not like unto Reuben, Gad and part of
Manesseh, content to remain out of Canaan.
They had an altar, but no fire. Be determined
to cross over and possess the land. We must be
willing and desirous to be made holy.

You must wait on the Lord, and for the
Lord to come. Wait like the disciples did. They
were there early, waiting for His coming. Do
not be satisfied until He comes. Let Him plunge
the knife deep into your soul and take out the
deadly fungus. Wait until the work is done. Do
not run away with the poisonous cancer in your
bosom.

Your faith must be complete. It cannot take
hold wuntil all conditions are met—fully met.
All must be given up. Go to Him and ask for
the Holy Spirit, and wait until He comes. Once
| went to see the governor in behalf of a young
man | was interested in. | was there early in
the waiting room, before the governor had left
the mansion. | waited and waited. | pressed my
claim—and got more than | asked for. 1 desired
a furlough for the young man, the governor
gave him a pardon. God always gives us more
than we ask.

W ait! Wait like you waited for the train to
come and take you back to the old homestead,
and to loved ones. Wait, as you waited for the
check to come you needed so badly. Wait, like
Abraham waited beside his offerings, and drove
away the fowls. You will have to drive away
the fowls of doubt, but wait!

Yonder on the battle fields of Waterloo, two
armies of Europe have met. There was the in-
domitable, almost invincible, Napoleon, whose
tread had frightened Europe. On the other side
was the Duke of Wellington, with the cream of
England’s soldiers. Determined, grim, there to
win, or die. The battle is on. The two generals
watch the lines of battle. First one side gives
back, then the other. They watch and wait.
Hours pass. It is three o’clock in the afternoon.
Wellington sees his lines being slowly pressed
back. He wipes the perspiration from his brow
and exclaims, “Oh, for darkness—or Blucher!”
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—his genera! with several thousand of fresh
troops. Blucher came and threw his army into
the conflict and won the day—and changed j
history of Europe.

Oh, beloved, He will come and not tarry.
He will fill >ou with Himself. Your soul will
burn and glow with the holy fire, and make you
a blessing to this lost, dying world. For when
He comes, He will change your whole life.

WHAT ABOUT THE EVANGELISTS?

An Evangelist Speaks from E xperience

UR Church officers and leaders, General
O and District Superintendents, pastors,
publishers, (even most of our janitors)
have a regular stipulated salary. But if an evan-
gelist should ask for a definite salary, he would
be “preaching for money,” he would be put
down as a gold-digger. Is this sensible in a move-
ment as great as ours?
How many people realize that an evangelist has
a double expense in the kind of a life he is forced
to live? Recently a church, the pastor of which
gets a salary of $40 a week, called an evangelist
for three Sundays and gave him $100 for the
campaign. Understand, please, that this evan-
gelist was a national one, having served in sv/A”®
capacity for many, many years and having
thousands of souls to the church. The pastor,
who had his parsonage furnished, (and had less
years of experience behind him), and had no
traveling expenses, received $120 for the same
period of time for which the evangelist got $100.
Is this fair in a movement as ethical as ours?
Once evangelists held meetings for freewill of-
ferings. Now, in a large per cent of our bigger
churches, this is what happens: nothing is said
about finances in the slating of a meeting, the
itinerant taking it for granted that he will re-
ceive freewill offerings for his service, as the cus-
tom has been in the past. Generally the church
will raise a good sum of money during the meet-
ing, especially if a real revival ensues. Say the
church raises $.300. What happens? The board
gets together and sets the amount to be taken
from the above figure for the revivalist, without
asking him a word as to whether it is satisfactory
or not! As party of the second part, he doesn’t
get to make even a secondary suggestion! (And
yet the money was raised for him!) |Is this right
in a movement with so high standards as ours?
The writer of this article is an evangelist.
lieve it or not, | have held a two weeks meeting
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for a large church, and received only jive dollars!
| have seen the pastor have a dollar night for
tIrrvangelist and use the dollars gathered to pay
a“wpenter’s bill—and the evangelist never did
get them, either! Of course, these happenings are
unusual.

Every movement that has lost its evangelists,
also lost its evangelism! They did not pass laws
excluding evangelists. No, they just ignored them.

More and more pastors traded pulpits. Fewer
and fewer evangelists were needed. Internal or-
ganizations supplemented revival efforts. Insti-

tutionalization spelled devitalization in the long
run. The hungry, half-starved revivalists took
pastorates—or something! F/vangelism passed
from the movement. Should such a thing as this
happen to a movement that was founded on
evangelism like ours?

| fix no blame for existing conditions relating
to the evangelists (perhaps many evangelists
themselves have been to blame, | do not know).
One thing | know: without revivals, our move-
ment dies!

A Pastor Speaks

The Spirit of the Lord calls individuals into
different fields of labor but all for the one
purpose, that of seeing men won to Jesus Christ,
Apietimes there is a demand for religious lead-
ers to be versatile in their activities, and be-
cause of this interests appear to clash and call-
ings seem to be at variance. One group might
feel they are being discriminated against, and
that the second group do not give sufficient place
to the interests of the first, but closer investiga-
tion will reveal a marked harmony of purpose
and unity of motive among all three.

When an evangelist is mistreated by a pastor,
it is generally the exception rather than the rule.
A pastor is very unwise who will not accord the
very best treatment to the evangelist who is
working with him and his church. It is a sad
state of affairs indeed, when a pastor calls, an
evangelist and then fails to give him sufficient
remuneration for his labor. However, it is Sften
the case of the evangelist, the people furnish the
reflexes to his ministry. Frequently these reflexes
express themselves in financial support, or the
lack of it, as the case may be. Whenever an evan-
gelist gets under the burden of a meeting; prays
fervently for the coming of the Spirit upon his
ministry; obtains the leading of the Lord as he

ches the Word, and keeps the thought of
much he is to receive for his services in the

background, our people hardly ever fail to sup-
port such a man, whether the results be great
or little. The Master told Peter to “feed my
sheep” and never said “bleed my sheep.” Bleed-
ing is a practice long since abandoned by the
medical fraternity as obsolete and harmful, and
better methods are now being used. This is also
true in the realm of the spiritual. Something gen-
erally is wrong with either the pastor or the evan-
gelist—or both—if this method has to be used to
obtain support for either of them.

Again the pastor has been embarrassed of late
by evangelists challenging his right to hold his
own revivals at times or go away from his pas-
torate and conduct a revival or convention for
some other congregation. Of course every pastor
is more or less the arbiter of his own destiny.
At the beginning of his pastorate it has proved to
be a very wise move for him to conduct at least
one revival in his own church. This places him
before his community and also gains for him the
confidence of his own people. The Nazarene pas-
tor is also evangelistic in spirit or he fails to sur-
vive. It is a mistake perhaps—unless the Lord
should lead otherwise—for him to conduct more
than one revival for his local church, and that
should be in the early months of his pastorate.
But the sphere of the evangelist is not so sacred
that it cannot be enjoyed by the pastor also.
The world is the parish of us all. A church has
the right to engage the one whom it wishes, and
if they think that a neighboring pastor or even
some distant pastor, would appreciate their prob-
lems more than a regular evangelist, it is their
prerogative to do as they feel led about the mat-
ter. Many evangelists during the past three years
have been entering the pastorate, and we have
never heard a regular pastor make one complaint
against an evangelist entering this field.

Finally, the pastor wants an evangelist with a
fresh message. He wants his revivalist to have
a message that is new; not only obtained from
the Spirit, but prepared under the leading of the
Lord. Would it not be better if an evangelist
would take some time off each day to prayerfully
prepare and study for the services, instead of
visiting and going sight-seeing in the community
in which he is working? Is it enough to have a
few standard sermons with still fewer stock cli-
mactic conclusions, eloquently phrased though
they may be, repeatedly given, or rearranged to
appear like a new thought? Of course the evan-
gelist has not the opportunity to go to his study
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like the pastor, therefore he should compel him-
self to habitually use his spare time in further-
ing the influence of his ministry.

The evangelistic call is one to sacrifice and serv-
ice. Of course the last few years have been very
hard on our brother evangelists, and the heart of
every true pastor goes out to them in these days
of depleted incomes. The pastor has suffered just
as much; in fact all have suffered together. While
the evangelist must resist the temptation to im-
patience, the pastor has to endure the trial of
monotony. There is no room or place for any de-
structive criticism from either side, but if we
will all be prayerfully fair to each other, then the
Lord will see to it that our efforts are blessed.
Unselfishly we must labor regardless of our field,
and if perchance someone comes along and causes
us to feel that we are mistreated, it might be well
to remember the scripture, “Great peace have
they which love thy law, and nothing shall of-
fend them.”

GETTING THE BLESSING AND KEEPING IT
A. M.

HE most dangerous thing in the world is

I sin. It is found everywhere and in the

most unexpected places. It has always been
so from the beginning. Our first parents in-
dulged in the luxury of sinning. We had so lit-
tle sense as to follow their example. And so it
has come about that all have sinned without
exception and come short of the glory of God.

The result is most calamitous. We cannot be
satisfied by nature with ourselves; and nobody
can be satisfied with us. We somehow feel that
we are circumscribed, bound up, hindered and
somehow must be helped. But how?

The Infinite God who made us so wonderfully
and in His own image, must know how to com-
plete the work to His perfect satisfaction. Our
Bible is therefore the one Book that can solve
our problems and settle our doubts, and send us
on our way with a confident step that all is well.

Now .if there is such a blessing as | have
described of full salvation, it is important to
know how it is to be obtained. We answer:

First, negatively. We cannot get it by par-
don. We did not get our depravity or indwell-
ing sin by any fault of ours. We were born
with it, just as we were born with a head on the
top of our spinal column. We were no more re-
sponsible for one fact than for the other. So it

Hills
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is not pardoned away from us, and was not ob-
tained with the first blessing of pardon.

2. We cannot get it by self-development
culture. Human efforts at self-reformationl
tears, and struggles for self-betterment will never
avail. Education and intellectual training; col-
lege diplomas and university degrees may all fail
of success. John Wesley was a man in middle
life and had become a graduate of Oxford and a
missionary to the Indians in Georgia for more
than two years when he made the tremendous
discovery that he himself had never yet been
converted. So easy is it for the devil to deceive
people into a false hope, who are yet in the gall
of bitterness and the bond of iniquity.

3. We cannot get it by growth. Like justifica-
tion, sanctification is an act of God. No one
can grow into a work of God! No sound re-
ligious teacher would tell a sinner to grow into
justification. It is a judicial act of God that sets
aside the penalty of sin and brings pardon to
the guilty soul. It is done in an instant. So is
sanctification, a definite gracious work of the
Spirit of God, wrought in us instantaneously,
whereby the believer is freed from sin and ex-
alted to holiness of heart and life. The aorist
tense used in the prayers and exhortations an
assertions about sanctification in the New Tea
ment prove that we are sanctified at once by a
momentary act of the Holy Spirit. The lexicons
tell us (as we have shown in Chapter 1) that
we are sanctified by an “act of God” and God
is not thirty or forty years putting forth an act.

This rules out all slow processes and the “get-
it-by-growth” theory. This is true neither in
philosophy nor experience. After we obtain the
grace of sanctification as a gift from God, we
can grow in it, but we cannot grow into it. It is
received by faith instantaneously, through the
baptism with the Holy Spirit.

It becomes important then to know how to
obtain this blessing. In my book, “Holiness and
Power,” the conditions of receiving the blessing
are set forth with great care and fullness and
many illustrations. It has been translated into a
dozen languages, 400 pages. Now | have abridged
it to 146 pages for the mission fields, and the
busy who lack time. Here are the main condi-
tions of getting the blessing:

1 A sense of the need of the blessing. In other

words. It
words it,

is a conviction of want. The Bibje
“Blessed are the poor in spirit
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theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” To put it in
other words, blessed are the souls who are not
sa”|led to have a low type of piety and to live
cofflnually in the very lowest state of grace that
they dare to think will keep them out of hell.
Blessed are the Christians who are not at ease
in an up and down, in and out experience, mostly
down and out, who are not content to let the
“old man” of sin dwell in them, making unremit-
ting warfare upon everything Christlike in the
heart. Blessed are the believers who will not rest
while the carnal mind is within them, the in-
veterate foe of Jesus their Lord. Yea, thrice
blessed are the justified souls who do not in-
dolently say, “I am rich and increased in goods,
and have need of nothing.” The conviction of
soul-poverty and a sense of need is a prophecy of
good things to come.

2. An assurance that the blessing is for you.

None will seek this great experience if they think
that it is only for apostles and prophets and
great dignitaries of the churches like Luther,
Wesley, Edwards, Whitefield, Finney and their
like. Not so. The great Book says, “The promise
is unto you and to your children and to all that
are afar off, even to as many as the Lord our
GA~d shall call.” Then He invites all, “Come
ul*P me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest” (Matt. 11: 28).

So it comes about that all are called and all
who are called to be Christians at all are called
to be sanctificd Christians and filled with the
Holy Spirit and endued with power for service.

The Word is plain: “This is the will of God
even your sanctification. For God hath called

. . you unto sanctification” (1 Thess. 4:3, 7).

Make the matter personal. Write your own
name into the promise, and claim it as yours.
Well does Professor Cowles of Oberlin ask, “Does
not the Bible exhibit most glorious and adequate
provisions for the Christian’s aid in a life of holi-
ness? Need he live in sin and want who hks
Christ’s name for his credit, Christ’s strength and
help for his weakness, Christ’s wisdom for his
folly, and Christ’s all-pervading and inspiring
presence for his atmosphere of life and breath,
and being?”

He as careful of the books you read as of the
company you keep, for your habits and char-
adfjk will be as much influenced by the former
as”™y the latter.—pPaxton Hood.
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THE PASTOR’S SCRAPBOOK

I. L. Flynn

Loathed Themselves

Many saints of OIld Testament times com-
plained bitterly because of their sinful nature.
They “loathed” themselves, and cried out from
the very depth of their souls because of that
inward taint that disturbed their soul rest. How
piteously does Job and David complain of their
proneness to love and serve God as they really
desired. How they longed for that deep experi-
ence of a satisfied soul to be found only in a
purified heart. They probably attained to it
as their faith leaped over the boundary of dis-
pensations and grasped hold of God’s great sal-
vation provided for those who believe on His
Son. In this they outstripped many who are
living in the fullness of the times.

“Every converted soul is to be a herald and
a witness; and we are to aim at nothing less
than this, to make every nation, and every
creature in every nation, acquainted with the
gospel tidings.”—Dr. A. T. Pierson.

Living the Way We Pray

| knelt to pray when day was done,
And prayed, “0 Lord, bless every one;
Litt from each saddened heart the pain,
And let the sick be well again.”

And then / woke another day

And carelessly went on my -way.

The whole day long | did not try

To wipe a tear from any eye;

I did not try to share the load

Of any brother on the road;

I did not even go to see

The sick man just next door to me.
Yet once again, when day was done,

| prayed, “0 Lord, bless every one.”
But as | prayed, into my ear

There came a voice that whispered clear,
"Pause, hypocrite, before you pray;
Whom have you tried to bless today?
God’s sweetest blessings always go

By hands that serve Him here below.”
And when | hid my face and cried,
“Forgive me, God, for 1 have lied;
Let me but live another day

And | will live the way | pray.”

— Author Unknown.
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"Ye must be born again,” is one of thr im-
peratives of the gospel (John 5:7). John Bun-
yan has well said, “In the creation of man God
began at the outside; but in the work of regener-
ation, He begins within—at the heart.” Many
attempts have been made to improve the phrase-
ology and terms of the great salvation but with-
out any positive gains or advantage.—sSel.

W hat Salvation Did

Augustine was a great sinner before his con-
version. He says of his conversion, “How sweet
did it seem to me in a moment to taste no more
the sweetness of folly; it was joy to cast away
what | had feared to lose. For Thou didst cast
it out, Thou true and Sovereign sweetness.
Henceforth my soul was delivered from the
gnawing anxieties of ambition and gain, from
wallowing in the mud and scratching the swin-
ish itch of lust; 0 Lord, my God; my light, my
wealth, my Salvation.”

Bishop Quayle said of Jesus, “He was at once
a revelation and a revolution.”

H. H. Helman writing on Sunday school en-
rolment says, “Numerical growth is desirable
but it does not indicate spiritual power. The
destiny of the church was once threatened by
a too great increase in the number of its ad-
herents. It had no time or opportunity for the
church to purify and strengthen its own soul—
to renew its spiritual energy. Let no statistics
deter anyone from giving his best to the cause
of the Christian Church.”

Not of Works, But Faith
Men’s idea of holiness is doing. The divine
idea is being. Consequently the latter is not

only unpopular, but men seek to substitute their
own works for holiness. This is the reason why
so many seekers of holiness try to obtain it by
their works— fasting, praying, self-denial, agony,
great struggle—instead of faith.--set.

“Bear ye one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2).
They asked Captain Levy, of Philadelphia, how
he was able to give so much and still have so
much left. “Oh,” he said, “as | shovel out, He
shovels in; and the Lord has a bigger shovel
than | have.”—Sunday School Times.

“He is sifting out the heart of men before His
judgment seat.

(30)

THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

Be swift, my soul, to answer Him;
my feet;
Our God is marching on!"

be jubilant

A Testimony
| became a subscriber to The Preacher's
Magazine with the first issue. | have every
issue of the Magazine except one, October, 1933.
| failed to get that number. | wish | had it
and 'will be glad to pay for it if someone will
send it to me and the price. | cant say just
what feature | like best, unless it is the editorials.
1 get much help out of them. If | had had The
M agazine when | began preaching
about thirty years ago, | would, no doubt, have
been spared many embarrassing occasions. | can-
not estimate the profit | have received from read-

ing this inestimable Magazine.

Preacher's

SOME ONE HAS SAID
Compiled by Harold C. Johnson

Chapter Six

Men fight Christianity because it fights their
sinfulness.

The force of a life may be measured by the
obstacles which it overcomes.

Do not choose your calling, find it.

If Christ has not risen, the effects of Christian-
ity are inexplicable.

Jesus instituted the Sunday school when He
said, “Suffer little children to come unto me—"

Suicides multiply in proportion as faith in God
decreases.

All men in the cradle have a common beginning
and in the coffin a common end.

If God cannot collect your tithe, He may
have to send the doctor or undertaker after it.

The reward is not promised to the successful
but to the faithful.

God does not need to put faith in you so much
as you need to put faith in God.

It is not so much that you can’t say “yes” to
God. it is that you won't.

The Word when believed is immediately the
power of God unto salvation to the soul.

No denomination has a monopoly on the cross.

An ecclesiastical refrigerator destroys spiritual
warmth.

Counsel to self must precede advice to others.

God-ward ambition results in self-submission.

When the winds of applause blpw fresh
strong, then steer with a steady hand.



THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE

Be content with what you have, but never

with what you are.

better to take good advice from a fool
than bad advice from a wise man.
The more aged a Christian becomes, the
nearer he gets to the true morning of existence.
What God says is true whether you feel it
to be so or not.

The absence of peace of heart, or soul rest,
means the absence of faith.
There is no more powerful nor influential

teacher in the world, than example.

The brighter the sunlight of our grace, the
darker the tunnel of our tests.

He who has great excitement
severe depression.

A home can have no stronger defense than the
altar of family prayer.

If all the good that has ever been accomplished
by man were attributed to any one of us, that
one would yet be without hope.

A man’s mere morality is like a beggar's rags.

A refusal to forgive others mistakes, impossible
our own forgiveness.

The most beautiful garment we can wear is
the robe of Christ’s righteousness.

The joy of possessions lies in the sharing them

others.

Christianity has redeemed thousands; atheism
has redeemed none.

We feel God through His Spirit, know Him
through His Son, and learn of Him through His
Word.

Heaven's crowns are not made to fit pride-
enlarged heads.

The best way to fight heresy is to establish
truth,

must expect

______________ [ S —

HERE AND THERE AMONG BOOKS
P. H. Lunn

HERE has just been issued by the Zonder®
I van Publishing House, a new edition of
A Critical and

tary on tiie W hole Bible, by Jamieson, Fausset
and Brown, (S4.9S). This new edition is an im-
portant contribution to Bible reference works.
The “J. F. & B.” Commentary is orthodox and
evangelical and aside from a few spots of Cal-
vinism is quite acceptable, from the doctrinal
standpoint, to our people.

Afcreprint of this work was sorely needed. The
olij plates were well worn and in places the

Explanatory Commen-

(31)

print was just about illegible. The print in the
new edition, while small, is clear and readable.
And the new price is quite reasonable. If we
remember correctly the previous edition origi-
nally sold at $7,80. $4.95 for a cloth bound
volume of more than 1,300 pages is not ex-
orbitant. Please understand that our house is
not responsible for the 95c in the price. The
publishers did that. We should have said “$5.00
and worth that and more” and been well within
the bounds of truth.

The value of this commentary lies in its prac-
ticability as well as its versatility. The humblest
Sunday school teacher can refer to it with profit
in the study of any lesson. On the other hand
its comments are sufficiently authentic and schol-
arly to commend it to every minister.

The author, Rev. Francis A. Wight, has sent
us a copy of his privately printed book Heav-
Eartii. The book discusses,
as the title suggests, the fulfillment of proph-
ecy. The author does not agree with many
recent writers that Israel is the key to prophecy
but rather that prophecy centers around Jesus
Christ and that in studying Old Testament proph-
ecy we should begin with a study of the Christ.

The book is divided into three major divisions:
(1) Kingdom Described, (2) Christ’s Appearing
and His Kingdom, (3) The Millennium. Each
one of these divisions is carefully considered un-
der subdivisions. Rev. Wight apparently is no
novice in the field of prophecy, having written
five books prior to this one—all on the same
subject. We feel sure that those who make a
special study of this subject will be interested in
this volume.

It was just a coincidence that caused us to
pick up a paper bound booklet of sixty-four
pages entitled Man, by Albert A. Small for
mention in this article. The entire title is
“Man, Whither Is It, the End? or a Dictator?
or What?” The author we arc told is a lawyer
of more than fifty years’ standing. A student
and teacher of the Bible for more than sixty
years, he gives in this booklet the results of his
study along lines of prophecy and the fulfillment
thereof. We make no pretense of reviewing this
book and the one previously mentioned. We are
content to mention them for the benefit of those
of our readers who may appreciate knowing of
any new contributions to the literature of proph-
ecy and its fulfillment. The latter book is priced
at 50c, and is a Meigs publication.

en's Kingdom on
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PASTOR’S |
POCKET RECORD $
Used by the pastors &
of all denominations ai*fell
acknowledged a3
best and most thorough
record published. It is
an indispensable book
for every pastor who
values method and thor-
oughness in his work,
leatherette. Price 75c

aSwlls '
{Pastors -
P ocKetR ecord

MANUAL FOR FUNERAL OCCASIONS

The most complete funeral service w "
equipment published. The manual is a PASTOR S “IDEAL” POCKET RECORD
handsome volume of two hundred and A simple, practical, well-arranged, and
sixty pages, containing Scripture selec- permanent church record that contains
tions, poetical quotations, sermon outlines specially ruled and printed pages for keep-

o by fifty authors, committal services, scrip- ing records necessary to the pastor.
tural benedictions, etc., including seventy- Special pages to record-—Marriages, Fu- "
% eight pages of choice music from “Hymns  nerals, Special Sermons, Prayer List, Re-
& of Hope,” all elegantly bound in durable, cepts, etc. Will relieve the pastor’s mind
flexible morocco. The manual is accom- of many details.
panied by four separate copies of “Hymns 96 pages. Size 3|/2x5|/2 inches. .25
of Hope" for the use of the singers. These
are all enclosed in a neat crape-cloth car- I Y
ton, which easily fits the pocket. PASTOR’S “IDEAL” OIL VIAL
The set complete, $2.90 Guaranteed Leak-Proof
The Manual separate, flexible, morocco, A very neat, compact vial of convenient
260 pages. $1.75 size. Has leak-proof cork stopper, screw-
Hymns of Hope, separate. 25¢ top and clip, for carrying in pocket. Made
of black hard rubber. .50
COMFORT FOR
THOSE WHO
MOURN IDEAL LOOSE-LEAF BINDERS
Ninety-six  pages For Sermon Notes m
of = prose,  poetry, An extra thin loose leaf binder with six *
and Scripture verse, . . . *
beautifully  printed 14 in. rings. Capacity, 50 sheets. M
and bound. An_ex- Bound in black genuine morocco leather *
cellent gift for fam- ) ) *
ilies and  friends No. 106. Size 7J/4x4!/4+ Price $2.75. =«
who have lost loved 50 sheets (plain) .25. Ruled .35. *
ones, and an abund- . X *
ant source of fap- (<.>mlort No. 107. Size 8J¥2x51/2. Price $3.30. =
propriate comfort i *
for those who. wish for thane wfr> 50 sheets d(plal;l) .ss. Ruled .I45. ) .
to express their ' Bound in ack imitation leather *
sympathy to sad- Mourn . . *
dened and burdened No. 406. Size 7J/4X4J4,. Price $1.70.
souls. 50 cents each, No. 407. Size 8!/2x51/2. Price $2.20. *
with mailing en- .
velopes. 50 Sheets at same price as 106 and 107.

COKESBURY MARRIAGE MANUAL

Reproduced are the historic "Protestant marriage rituals, several more recently
developed services in general use. A section is devoted to the pronouncements of the
churches on marriage, remarriage; another to a bibliography on the many-sided as-
pects of matrimony; still another to a digest of the marriage laws of the States. Timely
hints on The Minister and Marriage conclude the book. (Bound in black limp moroc-
cotol, with round corners, blue under gold edges). $1.00

COKESBURY FUNERAL MANUAL

224 pages of well-selected material for the burial of children, youth, adults, the
aged— including the historic liturgies of Protestantism; hymns, poems, and prose of
consolation; selected prayers, texts, and an excellent group of funeral sermon outlines.
(Bound in black limp moroccotol, with round corners, red under gold edges). $1.00

Nazarene Publishing House, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
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